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T H E Preface that lets us into the Deſign of 
this 77 of Malignancy, being too prolix 


for the Body of the Treatiſe, and of too great 4 
Bulk for what is ſubſequent to it, 1 ſhall bol4 it 


unneceſſary to give it the Reader verbatim, er 


anſwer it in the ſame method, that is, Paragraph 


by Paragraph; but, by way of Abridgement, 


take notice of what is moſt remarkable in it. 


He begins with the diſſatisfaction which the 
Nation in general has entertrin'd aga inſt the ma- 


nagement of the Houſe of Commons, but more 


particularly their Treatment of the Five Ken- 


tiſ Gentlemen: when tir manifeſt from the re- 


ce 

11 Affair have had in their ſeveral Counties and 
Burroughs, and the Univerſal Acclamations th 
have been welcow'd home with, that the People 
whom they rey So had a grateful ſenſe of the 


Services they bad done em, and had been neither _ 
led away frem their Duties by the ſight of Thom. 
Cockerill's ſme piece of Sedirion, the Kentiſh 
Petitioners Picture, nor by Squire Tate's moſt 


elaborately dull Poem in praiſe of his thick-skull A 
Worthies. n * 


tion which ſome of the Leading Members in 


A 2 But, 


Font © Þ 
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9 a a 
LI a 
| Butbecauſe the People are generally known 
to ſtand by che Acts of their iues, * 
(eb « 4 tacit C that they ſtand by at 
what bar lately been eſe, and contraditts 
the diſpleaſure of the Natit in general, which be 
poſitively affirm'd to be burning hot juſt before) 
be extuſes himſelf, and makes an Intereſt with 
them not to miſtmterpret bis meaning; fir be does 
mot reflect on the People in general, but thoſe 
particular Counti-s n 3 that che 
ſe Gentlemen wha forwarded the Commitment 
of bys mutinous Fayourites; that &, the Majority 
that Honeurabls Houſe. A fign indeed + a 
eneral - DiſſatsfaBion, when- he owns the Ele- 
qors ſtand up. in Vindication of the Elected, 
which were known to be two thirds of the Mem- 
bers of Parliament ,, and certainly muſt leſſen 
the number of bis Complamants! „ 
git for en undeubted Maxim, ( s ſure- | 
ly it is) That if things are donc contrary t 1 
eee, 
FW does not give a Sant ĩon to them; which Ne- 
4 gative includes tha Affrmative, That where Tu- 
vg ſtice and Reaſon are the only Notives for a Vote or vp 
Reſolution f the Houſe, there a Majority certainly | 
ſtamps an Authority upon it. But he ejthyr takes it 
fer granted, and would have us do the ſame, that 
' thoſe Worthy Members afted contrary to Juſtice 
and Reaſon, or knowing himſelf to be incapable 
of proving the Charge upon em, purpoſely omits 
running into the Detail of that Injuſtice, and keeps 
bis. Reaſons for another opportunity. 8 
In anot ber pl ice be ſays, Their Impriſonment #4 
was not an Act of the whole Houſe, becauſe the 
1 HbDone beſt 


* 


land, &c. Now t viſible from hence, that they 
themſelves think 5 repreſent All the Commons of 
2 


Nation are miſtaken in their Sentiments, which it 


+,  ThePrefacs | y 
boneſteſt part of it, meaning thoſe that werg of his 
Party, diſſented from it. Nomi in every may 5 
nion, what # agreed to by a Majority of Voices in 
any Community or Society of Men whatſoever, 
laok'd upon as an AZ of the whole, otherwiſe ſome 


pee viſb diſcontentad Members, that have no great 
” Inclination to the preſent Government, or the Church 
by Law eftabliſh di might leſſen the Credit of Bills 


of Supply, by [aying it was no Act of the Houſe, 
becauſe He woted againſt it; or that ſuch an Act of 


Parliament for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant 
Religion was of no Force, becauſe it had nat His 


Concurrence. | 
. Next, he purſues the malignity of bas Diſcourſe, 
by affrming,that the Houſe of Commons are not 
the whole People of England's Repreſentatives, 
but only of thoſe who actually choſe em; that 
the Power Legillative is only Repreſenta- 


tive in a Political State. To malte the Abſurdity 


this Argument appear, and that they are eſteem d x 
28 we need go no farther thaw the form of 


Words which u generally made uſe of in all Impeach- 
ments, part of which run thus: In the Name of 
the Commons, and all the Commons of Eng- 


England, otherwiſe they would not make uſe of 


' their Names to impeach Offenders in, or thoſe who 


are lool d upon to be 1he moſt judicious part of the 


is not Manners even ſo much as to ſuppoſe. If the 
Legiſlative Power « their Repreſentative, certain- 
Iy the Legiſlators themſelves may claim the ſame 
Title, ſince they are inveſted with that my and 
ave 


vi | "The 35 c 


- bawe'the c of that Autheritywhich begives . 
bis decifion in favoiry of. 

Asotber thing that ſeems (as be pretemtls) to diſ- 
courage him from the Proſecution of he Diſcourſe be 
bar ſomanſully anderta ken, is the judgment ent people 
will make of his Intentions, andthe Cenfure that 
probably will fall on lim fir deſigning to ſerve a 
Party; and to let us into the knowledge of what he 
meam by the word Party, he gives ms the Chara- 
Her of a Tory as given by himſelf, and the Prin- 
ciples of a Whig according to the definition of Men 
of — Seditiom Perſuaſen. Amongſt the Tories he 
intermixeſ a. Liſt of ſome Worthy Aembers, as the 
Speaker's Brother, &c. and ſeems to make awonder 
why they, that were Men of the greateſt invetera- 
cy to the true Tory Principles, ſhould be blended 
with Sir Edward Seymour, Sir Chriſtopher 
Muſgrave, and others. I know not what he means 
by the true Tory Principles: but if be ſtands to 
the Account he makes the Gentlemen of that Name 
giveof themſelves,” 5what they need not be aſham d 
of, efpecially when Men of direct comrary Princi- 
ples ftand up in peſition to em. 

However, at laſt, tho" be ſeem d ie to be 
reckon'd a Scribe toa Party, he ſeems proud to own 
that be cepies from St. Paul to the life, and, like a 
true Phariſet which that hely Man was a Son of, 
makes uſe of the Apoſtles werds: Aſter the way 
which they call 1 ſo worſhipshe the God 

of bis Fathers; that u, makes an Idol of Sedition, 
and bows the knee to the Baal of thoſe that are 
reſtleſs and diſcontented. He needed not hawe made 
this Cenfeſſien; for a man weuld bade pueſs'd as 

much from the Title of b Book, and drawn an 
. 


-& 2 


Tune rener. n 
Inference from his anea ſineſs under Parliamentary 
Proceedings that he was a Lover of Anarchy and 
_.. Nothing more occurs in hu Prefatory Declama- 
tion, beſides his concern at the Bill againſt the Tran- 
ſlation gion fo, which ze reflects upon Sir John 


Packington for, being to be ſure a faf Friend to 


the Biſhop of Worceſter, whoſe many Tranſlations 


from one See to another it ſeems to [quint at, and the 
good Bp. of S*xy's acquaintance, who has all man- 
ver of reaſom tu think the Dioceſe of Wincheſter 
better than his own, and who deſerves the higheſt 
Preferment in the Church as much. as be does what 
he x now poſſeſs d of. hy he ſhould be ſo zea- 
tous for Epiſcopacy, tis not in my ſphere to imagin, 
unleſs be flands np for that Holy Order by way 
ion ; or why he fallt upon the Lower Houſe 


profeſs'd Enemy to all Clergy-men who will not be 
ri 12 He was for the Liberty of the Lay-men 


; but would have the inferiour Clergy, 


which are tbe moſt Exemplary Men for their Lear- 
ning and pious Converſation of all that wear that 
holy Garment, have no manner of Privileges ; 
which ſhews, that be g for having a Power aſſum'd 
over all People but Men in his own ſtation, and 
even is reſolv d te maintain hard and faſt, that 


| the Lords ſhould exerciſe a Deſpotick-Autbority o- 


vier thoſe that repreſent the Nation, even to ſuch 
a deſpicable Partix an as he : when what Mem- 
mius ſays in bi Oration to the People of Rome 
concerning the Exorbitancy of Power uſurp d by the 
Nobility, may be adapted to our purpoſe, and may 
ſerve as @ ſort of remembrance to that Venerable 


Convocation, unleſs be would ſhew bimſelf a 


y 
| 
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ie e | 
Aſſembly which bas lately fo bonowrabl ly aſſerted its 
Rights and Privileges ; Superioribus Af taci- 
91 5 bamift Erarium expilati, 

acis Nobilibus Vectigal Fa | 
Ns cole dem & ſummam Gloriam, & mad 
Tria fa Diva _ ese Ai Facinora 
impune He parum | 
Memo Leges, elke veſtra, Divina . fr 
mana omnia hoſtibtis tradità ut, E-. $598 
funt hi qui Rempublicam occfipavere? Ho. 
mines [celeratilfir \ etnchiirinanbs; nz. 
ni avatitia, noceficiſſimi idemajue fuperbiſſimt, 
quibus Fides, Decus, Pistas, poſtremid Bont gn at 
inhoneſta omnia quæſtui ſunt. What fot 85 
"ances this Orater hinted at, may be Xe A5 
Hiſtory of thoſe, and whom dee Comp. He 
ply d = may be known from the Con th] 
the preſent Tos: fo that r here nell n oth 
"Explanation but thut abe Commoti of EnRA⅛ 
23217 have been in the ſame Ch: Were 9 
not ot the ROT 8 bu fad 3% 
Nate. IgE 
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| and the Reſentments they have 
heir Repreſentatives, to a degree never "before 


— — — — — — — 
furs Populi i Aigle 


A NSWER D 
Paragraph by Paragraph, 


"HE Death of the King 1 Soi, and 'E 
alteration made in the Affairs of Eurepe by 
che Settlement of his Dominions, has cau- 
ſed a general Conſternation in all thoſe Countries 
— — frog 5 apprehenſions of Danger 
owing Power of France. Among hat 


9 more reaſon to be alarm'd than Sage 


ay — when we conſidet our Scituation, t 
e and - and the Inte- 


reſt dee 4 ol the e; amily, burok their 
prox eat Protector likewiſe, anion we na 


that no other Nation (unle (nr wy we. wil will 
wee 
likelier to feel the firlt dire effects of this unhap- 


Holland) is more immed iately 


py Conjunction. 


This the People of England are generally ſen. 
ſible of; ad "is jo this ſeaſe of a aca and 


the ſuſpicion they have entertain d of a much grea- 
the ſuſpicions — than deſtroy this Union 


of Power, chat we are to aſcribe their * 


_ ineny Age {our Government 11 


1 

as in the midſt of theſe Clamours that ec- 
cho'd through the Kingdom, and the univerſal diſ- 
fatisfaQion of the People at the Proceedings of the 
Houſe of Commons, that the five Kentiſh Gentle- 
men preſented this following Petition, agreed to 
by the Gentlemen, Juſtices of Peace, Grand Jury, 
and other Freeholders, at the General Quarter- 
Seſſions holden at Maidſtone, the 2.9th of April, in 
the 13th year of his Majeſty's Reign. 


hy: W E the Gentlemen, juſtices of the Peace, 
« YV Grand- Jury, and other Freeholders, at the 
General Quarter - Seſſions at Maidſtone in Kent, 
deeply concern d at the dangerous Eſtate of this 
Kingdom, and of all Europe, and conſidering 
*« that the Fate of us and our Poſterity depends up- 
on the Wiſdom of our Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment, think our ſelves bound in duty humbly to 
* 8 this honourable Houſe the conſequence 
in this conjuncture, of your ſpeedy Reſolutions, 
1 - wb oe 2 Endeavours —.— the Great 
2 re in you by your Country. | 
And W regard, der from the — of all 
Ages, it is manifeſt no Nation can be happy with- 
out Union, we hope that no pretence whatſo- 
* ever ſhall be able to create a Miſunderſtanding 
* between our. ſelyes, or the leaſt diſtruſt of his 
* Majeſty, whoſe Great Actions for this Nation 
© are writ in the Hearts of his Subjects, and can 
never, without the blackeſt Ingratitude, be for- 
. gor, : | * uy 1 
We moſt humbly 1 this Honourable 
* Houſe to have regard to the Voice of the People, 
* that our Religion and — be effectually 
by E for; that your Loyal Addreſſes ma 
* be turn ' d into Bills of Supply, and that his mo 
Sacred Majeſty (whoſe propitious and unble- 
mit d Reign over us we pray * 
* tinue 


„ ( 3) | 
+ tinue) may be enabled powerfully to aſſiſt his Al- 


And yourPetitioners ſhall ever pray, Ge. 
Signed by al the. Deputy-Lieutenants there pre- 
— above twenty Juſtices ef the Peace, all 

. the Grand-Jury, and other Freebolders then 
there, | 


Anſwer. There it no perſon in his ſenſes but will 
grant, that the Spaniſh 8 ucceſſion, according to the 
Settlement made in his late Catbolick Majeſty's Will, 
has alter d the Ballance of Europe, and aggrandix d 
the Family of Bourbon to an extraordinary degree of 
Power: but no Inference is to be drawn from thence 
that We are oblig'd inſtantly to have recourſe to Arms, 
who are no Parties concerned in the ſaid Will, who 
-haveno Right or Title to the leaſt ſpot of Ground belong- 
ing to the Kingdoms bequeath'd in it, and who have 
enter d into ſuch a 8 Peace with France and 
Spain, that cannot violated without a manifeſt 
breach of Faith on the fide of the Aggreſſor. Our Scitu- 
ation indeed, the difference of Religion, which they 
call Hereſie, and the Intereſt the late King and his 
Family has in the neareſt of thoſe Kingdoms, may en- 
title us to ſome Fealouſſes and Apprebenſions of his 
moſt Chriſtian Majefty's Deſigns, and make ug provide 

. againit any Emergencies whatſoever, as far as the im- 
poveriſh'd ſtate of the Nation will allow, and the weak 

dition of our Pockets, which have groan'd under the 
eſſures of a long and expenſive Mur, are capable to 
permit: but that a People ſkould be diſſatisfied with 
their Repreſentatives that ſtudy'd the Conſervation of 
the Peace, ſhould enter into Clubs and Confederacies, 
and run canvaſſing after Subſcriptions to diſturb the 
publick Tranquility, which has ſo lately been ſecur'd to 
em by the Treaty of Reſwick, is à plain Indication that 

the perſons who buſie W in ſuch W 
oy ** : 1 


tale 


2 TL © | 
© addy Meaſuret that ave nnjuſtifiable for their Impri 
- dence. and deſerye more than s Gatehouſe· Puniſp- 
ment for the Preſumption that bears it Company, As 

NM vbe Petition; the Fudpment which has been paſſed 
— already upom it, and the Voice of that Venerable Aſſem- 
h which deelar'4 i Scandalous, Infolent, and Sedi- 
dus, Ber, I queRtion nor, ſuch am Authority with thoſe 
Hh hade nor bid adieu to theit endings, 4s to 
render i4 of a very diſagreeable and tumuiruous Com- 

| 7555 on; and if Inferiours, who have inveſted Superi- 
urs with the defence of their Rights and Privileges, 
and babe refign'd every thing as it were to rheir diſpo- 
ſal (as ro thiſe-who are the be Fudges of what it moſt 
adviſable for em) take upon em to give Advice to their 
Councelfors, axthey preſeribe Bills of Supplies inſtead 

of Loyal Addrefles, they oupht to be remindedof their 
ty by ſuch Puniſhments as may deter others from the 

ike Arrogances. The Subject, ſays Sir Humphrey 
 Mackworth 3» hr fudicious Treatiſe, has an un- 
- Joubred Right to- petition the Lord lor , 
but not to give his Lordſhip any affront: and if he 
 ſhouldpreſumein ſuch a Petition to deſire the Lord 
Chancellor to burn his plauſible Spetches into juft and 
righteous Deerees, I preſurne his Lordſhip might 
commit him to the Fleet for fuch an Indignity to 


PR IE GN Dura Pop, Avg. 
This Petition was offer'd to the Houſe on the 
Sch day of May; the Gentlemen who deliver'd it, 
and own'd it at the Bar of the Houſe, were Mr. 
William Colepejiper, Mr. Thomas Colepepper, Mr. Da- 
vid Polbill, Mr. Fuftinian Champneys, and Mr. Mi- 
{iam Hamilton; for fo I find all their Names writ- 
ten in the Votes, without the addition of X/q; tho? 
four of them were Juſtices of the eng, two 
Deputy-Lieutenants of the County. This was 


thought by ſome to be prudently contriv d to leſ- 
ſen the Credit of the Petition among People with- 
our doors, and to make others leſs eaper to — 


5 A 
S to this Reſolution, Ar 


ed et cn pee, of the Kean: 9 0 
the of Government of t e fave 
| 8 — order d to 197 — 

dy reant i ws ver ee 

had — abs W ee 2 

they were 

phe — 2 y ſaw two oof thera ta 
Ether, he e drew his Sword upon bis Deputy 2 

tritt ing it; and When upon one of thoſe Gen- 

— ' demanding a Copy ol their Commitment 
(which they — d we, had a Title to, by vir- 
wa et the Habeas 3 and his r it, the 
Gentleman faid, he hop d a Law would do him 
Juſtice: Baer was, that he car d not 2 fart for 
the Law, erence of the Law is fallen very 


low indeed, when one who has the Honour A 3 
Sea to the Houſe 4 


1 the Habeas 5 
_ laue of — Fi Nader 
from the Speaker, deliver d them Priſoners to his 
7 * Prifon the Gatehouſe, where they con- 
to the end ol the Seſſion. e ſevere 
Punt ment inflicted by themſelves, that they 
Might ſhew their mch Reſentment, and pro- 
to all the a ts in their, Power, th 
Sol . time reſolv q upon an Addr; 10 1 
2 T4. them out g the 
fly and Lieutenancy. 

Anſw. The omiſſion of the Title of Ela: it 2 
fich mightily inthe Gentleman i ſtomach, fene four 
e em were Fuſtices of the. Peace, and two Deputy-Liew- 

' 4enants : when the very Orders of the Houſe, as may 
be ſeex inthe printed Votes, very ſeldom give that ſo- 
© morals en to their 'own Members, | G dera, 
rder” 


— olent and Seditiow, 2 


[6 
order d, That Mr. ſuch- a· one carry the Bill to the 


Lords, Ge. Bur the Engraver that gave us their Sedi- 
ditious Effigies has pleas'd em 10 the' life, in not only 
cutting Squire Colepepper, Sc. but has given em 
their Coats of Arms into the bargain. The Serjeant at 
Arms for bu part #s known to be a Gentleman of 
lar Humanity; and if he # obliged to make uſe of ſome 
_ that may look like Severities, it # for fear of 
diſt liging the Members of that Houſe whoſe Servant 
he , whom it # hu Intereſt to keep 4 good under- 
ftanding with, in hu valuable Poſt; And My. Powell's 
reſpect for the Laws, « well the Legiſlators, j ſo 
at, that he utterly denies any other Reflection on it, 
than that when one of the frue Mutineers threaten'd 
bim with a Proſecution, he gave him to underſtand, 
but in more decent Terms, that he defied him, fince he 
was under the Protection of that high Pomer which 
would ſt and by him in the Execution of his Office. ; 


The Impriſoning of thoſe Gentlemen is the Fact 
'which comes under my conſideration. In order to 
handle this Subject fully, twill be neceſſary that 
T conſider theſe things: Firſt, What Power the 
Houſe of Commons has to impriſon. Secondly, The 
Subjects Night of Petitioning. Thirdly, What Rea- 
ee e e oe 
1 Jury County ene, to oner 
that Petition when they d n | 

Firſt, I am to conſider what Power the Houſe 
of Commons has to impriſon. Tho! this enquiry 
may by ſome be thought needlefs in this place, 

fince a bare ſetting forthaſte SubjeA's Right to pe- 
tition will be ſufficient to ſhew us what we are to 
think of the impriſoning of the Kentiſb Petitioners ; 
yet the beſt way, Ithink, 'to enable us to make the 
trueſt Judgment concerning this Fact, will be to 
examine what Proviſion the Laws have made for 
the Liberty of our Perſons, and how far we are 
ſubject to the Will of the Houſe of — 


— n 
Such an enquiry would be highly neceſſary at this 
time, tho the treatment of the Kenziſb Petitioners 
had given no occaſion for it. Great Numbers of 
other Subjects have been impriſon'd by them this 
Seſſion, to the horror and amazement of all thoſe 
who know the Rights and Liberties of the People 
of England, and therefore cannot but be concern'd 
to ſee them ſo miſerably infring d. To prevent 
ſuch Acts of Power for the future, tis neceſſary 
that we ſhew that they are meer Acts of Power 
and maniſeſt Incroachments on the Liberties and 
Rights of the People. If there be any bo ſtill re- 
rain the old fond Opinion they had of the Peoples 
Repreſentatives, and think that our Liberties are 
ſufhciently provided for when they are in the 
hands of lch Guardians, and that we can ſuffer 
no great Inconvenience by any Power which they 
are entruſted with, I would deſire them to enquire 
| how Mr. Buckley (committed for ſhewing the Let- 

ters which he received from Sir Edw-d Sez---r and 
Mr. Col/on) and Mr. Haſſam (committed on Mr. 
Samuel Shepherd's Account) were treated by the Ser- 
jeant at Arms in their Confinement; and conſider 
whether ſuch Severities are not ſufficient to con- 
vince that the Peoples Repreſentatives (as 
they are call'd) are not to be complemented with 
more Power over the Liberties of the People, than 
our Laws and Conſtitution do allow them ? Do 
not the fierce and rigorous Proſecutions which we 
have ſeen make it evident to us, that Men can fall 
under no Reſentment, no Rage, or Malice, more 
outrageous than that of a P. 7 ? Don't we 
ſee how regardleſs Men @ be of their Reputati- 
on, what little and unbecoming Artifices they can 


ſtoop to, when ed intent 2 breaking an 

oppoſite Faction? Is it fit then that in ſuch a diſ- 

orderly and dividedState, Men ſhould be entruſt- 

ed with exceſſive Power, who are inclin'd to make 

JD ill uſe of it? If by our Conſtitution the _— 
| * 
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of Commons were allow'd a Power to reſtrain the 


Freedom of our Perſons, as they ſhould rhink ft, 
for che good of the Cotmintnity, theexerciſe-of 
thar Power, however rigorots and ſevere, would 
(fit were free from the bĩais and influence of Par. 
ties) be as patiently born from chem, as any other 
Bands whatſoever. But if by a Lawless and Arbitra- 
ry Power they invade thar Freedom which an ex- 
ceflent Conſtitution entitles us to, tis impoſſible 
that a regard for the Perſons who afflict us ſhould 
teconcile us to the Suffering. "Tis my buſineſs 
here to diſcover whether they have done ſo, or 
no. The peopeeſ method to do this, and to fa- 
tishe this coquiry conicerning their Power to 
 Impriſfon, will be, Firſt, to examine how far our 
Laws have ſecured the Liberry and Freedom of 
aur Perſons. Secondly, to examine whether the 
nant to the Laws, and plaitily deſtructive of our 
Conſtitution. 1 2 435. 
Anf y. The' Mcthod that our Author —— 
take in Vindication of thoſe Gentlemen, be ſhould by 
A mens call Squires, on account of their bigh Poſts, 
has all imaginable appearance of what is fair in it; 
and bis Ort way of dividiny the Text into'three 
Parts has been ſo long approv'd from our Pulpits, that 
no Exception: can be made againſt it, But we may 
make an eftimate of his deſgus to ſtatr the Caſe, and 
in whoſe favour he intends to decide the buſmeſs in 
hand, from the little Artiſices he makes uſe of in rela- 
tion to Sir Edward Seymour's Lzrrer, and the Treat- 
ment of the righteous ang plain-d ling Mr.-Shep- 
herd's Agent. He telli us . Buckly and Ar. Haflam 
were hardly is d; the firſt commirrgd on account of ve- 
7) indecent Reſlectious on an ' Honourable Member of 
the Houſe, which in a Breach of the Privileges of Par- 
liament; the laſt for his concurrence with indireft pra- 
Bices, and forwarding the great Concern of Bribery, 
which was in ayitation among ft. ſome perſons who — 


| (9) 
bern expelld the Houſej but he would inſtance in tb 
particulars, weve theft any Truth in) bis Allegations, 
he lays down in ſucli general Terms. © If they had à ſes 
vere Treatment, twas the juſt Refult of their Crimes, 
and ' theſe Perſons who are nom at Liberty, ought td 
thank the Houſe that they did not make uſe of further 
Seversties, fince the Lam diretts Punifhments beyond 
Impriſonments in Caſes of Bribeiy, and orders 4 ple- 
nary Ndreſs for falſe Accuſations. ' Wont is hinted 
at further in this Paragraph is ſo much of a Peice 
with what is gone before, that it will be unneceſſary to 
dwell any longer upon it, wherefore let us look into 
his two Subdiviſions, in relation to the Common and 
dratute Law. 1 ve | . 1 
As to the firſt enquiry, tis evident that both 
the Common and Statute Law, of this Land, as they 
ſuppoſe Men to have an Inheritance in the Liber. 
ty of their Perſons, ſo have they taken all imagi- 
nable care to ſecure them in the Poſſeſſion of this 
Inheritance. £57077 1 4 o 15 
1ſt, As to the Common Lam, we know what 
favour ſhe ſhewys to the Liberty of our Perſons, 
This was fo great, that formerly ſhe ſuffered none 
to be impriſon'd), but for Force, and things done 
againſt the Peace. Force indeed ſhe (being the 
Guardian and Preſerver of the Land) could not but 
abhor ; thoſe therefore that committed it, ſhe ac- 
counted her Capital Enemies, and did ſubject 
their Bodies to Impriſonment. In all other caſes 
ſhe protected them from this Reſtraint, This 
was our Conſtitution in the time of the- Saxon 
Kings, and a long while aftgr, till the 3 5: year 
of Hen. 2d, who was the eighth King from the 
Conqueſt : Becauſe Bailiffs would not render Ac- 
counts to their Lords, *twas then enacted by the 
Statute of Marlebridg, cap 24, that their Bodies 


| ſhould be atrach'd. Had this Law been a little 


unreaſonable, 'tis no great wonder that it ſhould 
paſs at that tune, dering the weakneſs of the 
C King 
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Kiug, and the Power of the Lords, in whole. fa- 
your twas made. We may remark concerning 
it, chat the firſt Act to reſtrain the Subjects Li- 
berty was procured by thoſe Lords who forced a 
Charter from the King to confirm their own Li. 
berties. Three Reigns after this (23 Edw. z. 7.) 
becauſe Men took no care to pay their Debts, 
'was provided by another Statute that their Bo- 
dies ſhould be attach d. Before theſe Statutes, as 
ſaid, no Man's Body was ſubject to be taken or 
impriſon'd otherwiſe than as aforeſaid. As the 
Moderation of our Anceſtors in not enacting any 
ſuch Laws, in all the Ages that went before, de- 
monſtrates the great regard they had for Liberty; 
{þ did the Courſe and Practice of the Law after- 
wards fully. ſhew how great a Puniſhment they 
reckoned to have it reſtrain d, as by thoſe Sta- 
tutes. Before the Keign of K. ame, I. twas al- 
low'd, that he who died in Priſen diſcharged the 
Debt, how great ſoever it was, for which he was 
committed. The reaſon was, becaufe they 
ht Impriſonthent a Puniſhment fo great, that 
no other ſatis faction ought to be demanded after 
it. T was the opinion had of the greatneſs 
of the Puniſhment, that our merciful Forefa- 
thers bear with Men in uſing ſuch Acts of Force to 
enlarge themſelves, as are not now allow'd. The 
Statute de frangentibus Priſonum, made in the firſt 
year of Edward the Second, enacts that no one 
ſhall undergo Fudgment of Life or Members, for brea- 
— of Priſon aione, unleſs the Cauſe for which 
Perſon is impriſon d reguite ſuch a Fudgment. Ani 
the Mirrour of 2 which —4— before 
this King's Reign, where it reckons up the Abu- 
lions of the Common Law, tells us, That tis an 
Abuſe to hold an Eſcape out of Priſon, or the Breach 
the Goal, to be a'mortal. Offence, FOR AS MUCH 
A. ONE IS WARRA NTED. TO DO IT By THE 
LAY OF NATURE. All this. cannot be wg 
| | er 


4) 
der d at, when We conſider hoy great an evil 
e is reckon' d, and that tis in Law 
called Civil Death: Perdit Domum, Familiam, Li- 
cinas, Patriam; he. loſes his Houſe,” his Family, his 
Wife, his Children, his Neighbours, bis Country, and 
2s condemned to live amang wretched and wicked Men. 
For this reaſon it is that as a Man, if he be threat- 
ned to be kilPd, may avoid a Feotment, Gift of 
Goods, Sc. So it is, if he be threatned to be im- 
priſoned, or kept in Durefs ; that being reckoned 
to be a Civil Death, any Specialty or Obligat 
on, made by him is null in Law: And h 
may avoid the Action brought upon ſuch. Spe- 
cialty, by pleading that it was made by Dureſs. 
Anſwer, 2 
The Common Law, it muſt be confeſs d, ſhews great 
favour to the Liberties of our Perſons, but certainly it 
has regard to what is Equitable and Juſt, and if Per- 
Sons formerly were Impriſon'd on Account of making 
uſe of force, or threatning to make uſe of it, or any 0- 
ther Breach of the Peace, he has brought an Argument 
againſt himſelf which Fuſtifies the Confinement of the 
5 Kentiſh Gentlemen, ſince the Law allows, that com- 
ing in a Tunwltuous manner with Petitions, getting 
Subſcriptions through 4 whole County to Afﬀront the 
higheſt Courts of Fudicature, is @ direct Breach of the 
Peace. None of em being Impriſon d for Debt, it is 
needleſs to ſearch into the Statute f Edward the 3 d. 
or for him to Quote it, but it is plain if the Gentleman 
that writes this practices the Law, he may have Clients 
enough if he can clear Poor Debtors from anyObligations 
From Bonds which have been ſign'd and deliver d in 
Priſons. | 
As the Common Law has ſhewn a great regard, fo 
fecendly has the Statute Law of this Land abundant- 
ly provided for the Liberties of pur Perſons. N. 
is evident from many Acts of Parliament. e 
firſt that I ſhall take notice of is the Grand Char- 


ter of the Liberties of England granted firſt in the 
C 3 | 17th 
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17th year of K. John, and renewed twice in the 
Reign of King Heu the "Third. By that Char- 
ter is provided that no Freeman ſhall be taken or 
ip iſon d. unleſs it be by Fudgment of his Peers, or 
uy the Laws of the Land: 'That is, by Jurors who 
are his Peers; ox by due Proceſs of Law. That 
this .is the meaning of thoſe Words per Legem 
terre, or Law of the Land, will plainly appear 
from divers orher Statutes wich explain thoſe 
Words. In the 25 Ed. 3. c. 4. we find them thus 
explained in theſe Words: Whereas it is contain 
ed in the Great Charter of the Franchiſes of Eng- 
land, that no Freeman be impriſon'd, or put out of 
. bis Freehold, nor of his Franchiſe, nor Free Cuſtom, 
unleſs it be by the LAW OF THE LAND, it is accor- 
ded, ajſented, and eſtabliſh'd, that from henceforth 
none ſhall be talen by Petition or Suggeſtion made un- 
to our Lord the King, or to his Council, unleſs it be by 
Tndiftment or Preſentment of his good and lawful Peo- 
ple, of the ſam? Neighbourhood where ſuch Deed was 
done, in due manner, or BY PROCESS MADE 
BTI RTT ORIGINAL AT THE COMMON 
LAW, and that none be out of his Frenchiſes or Free- 
hold, unleſs he be duly brought in to anſwer, and fore- 
judg d of the ſame HC OURSE OF LAW: And if 
any thing be done againſt the ſame, it ſhall be redreſs'd 
and held for null. The 28th of Edw. 3. is very di- 
rect to this purpoſe: There *tis enacted, That no 
Man of what Eſtate or Condition he be, ſhall be put 
out of his Lands or Tenements, nor taken nor impri- 
ſon d, &c. without he be brought in to anſwer by due 
PROCESS OF LAW. 36. Ed. 3. Rot. Parl. 
Num. 9: Amonglt the Petitions of the Commons, 
one of them, being tranſlated out of French into 


Engliſh, is thus; Firſt, That the Great Charter, and 
the Charter of the Foreſt and the other Statutes mad: 
in his Time, and the Time of his Progenitors, for the 
Prefit of him and his Commonwealth, be well and firm- 
ly kept and put in Execution, without putting Diſtur- 

| | bance 
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bance, or making Arreſt, contrary to them, by ſpecial 
Command, or in any other. The Anſwer to this Pe- 
tition, which makes it an Act of Parliament, is, 
Our Lord the King by the Aſſent of ths Prelates, Dukes, 
Earls, Barons, and the Commonalty, hath ordain'd and 
eftabliſh'd that the ſaid Charters and Statutes be held 
and put in Execution acoording to the ſaid Petition; 
which is, that no Arreſt ſhould be made contrary to the 
Statutes by ſpecial Command. 

This explain the matter fully, and is of as 
great force as if it were printed; for the Pari. 
Roll is the true Warrant of an Act, and many are 
omitted out of the Books that are extant. 

36 Ed. 3. Rot. Parl. Num. 20. explains it fur- 
ther; for there the Petition is, Mhereas it is con- 
rained in the Grand Charter, and other Statutes, that 
none be taken or impriſend by ſpecial Command, with- 
out Indittment, or other due Proceſs to be made by 
Law; yet oftentimes it hath been and ſtill is, that ma- 
ny are hindred, taken and impriſon'd without IN- 
DICTMENT, or OTHER PROCESS to be 
made BY THE LAM upon them as well of things done 
out of the Forreſt of the King, as for other things : 
That it would therefore pleaſe our ſaid Lord to com- 
mand thoſe to be deliver d who are taken by ſpecial 
Command, againſt the Form of the Charters and Sta- 
tutes aforeſaid, The Anſwer is, The King is pleas'd 
if any Man find himſelf griev'd, that he come and make 
his Complaint, and Right ſhall be done unts him. 37 
Edw. 3. c. 1 8. agreeth in Subſtance, when it ſaĩth, 
Though it be contain d in the Grand Charter, that no 
Man be impriſon'd, nor put out of his Freehoid without 
Proceſs; nevertheleſs divers People make falſe Sug- 
orſtions to the King himſelf, as well for Malice as o- 
therwiſe, whereat the King is often griev'd, and divers 
in the Realm put in Damage, againſt the Form of the 
ſaid Charter: wherefore tis order d that all they who 


make ſuch Suggeſtions, be ſent with the Suggeſtions be- 


fore the Chancellor, Treaſurer, and the Grand Cauncil, 


and 


(14) 
and that they there find Surety to purſue their Suggeſti- 
ont, and incur the ſame pain thas the other have 
bad, ( if he were attaimed) in caſe that their Suggeſti- 
ons be found evil, and that then Proceſs of the Law be 
made againſt them without being taken aud impriſen'd 
epainſt the Form "of the ſaid Charter and other Sta- 
tures. Here the Law of the Land in the Grea: 
Charter is explain'd to be Proceſs of the Law. 
wer, | 
As bis Quotations from the Common-Law mig ht 
bave been left out, as bearing no relation to the Sub- 
feR in hand, ſo he might have forborn the Recital of 
the Statute-Law. The great Charter, and ſeveral Act. 
of Parliaments in diverſe King's Reigns ſince King 
John's Time provided ſor the Liberty of the Subjects, 
( viz.) they ſhould not be impriſon'd without 
Proceſs, or Indictment, but many ſubſequent Statutes 
ſince their time to forward a due Execution of Fuſtice, 
have taken care likewiſe of the Privaledyes of our Supe- 
riors, as in the Reigns of their late Majeſties Charles 
and james the 2 d. as alſo in thoſe of Henry the 7th 
and Sth as may be ſeen likewiſe in the Parliament 
Rolls. For if Criminals were not inpriſoned, and by 
cleſe Confinement forc'd to appear and anſwer to their 
Indictments, what would become of the Law, and how 
large would be the Number of Offenders. If a Scan- 
dalous and defamatory Perſon, a Man that whiſpers a- 
bout Fealouſies and pgroundleſs Suſpicions thro' the Na- 
tion, and vilifies the Magiſtracy muſt have his Liber- 
ty till he can be brought to 4 Formal Tryal, without 
doubt we ſhould be to ſeek for the Malefactor at the 
day appointed for hearing his Offences ? The wiſdom of 
the Nation has therefore taken care for the bringing 
fuch Delinquents to Fuſtice, tho ſometimes as in the 
Caſe of the Kentiſh Petitioners, the mercy of our Supe- 
riors has been ſuch, as to content themſclues with-de- 
priving em for ſome time of their Liberty, when they 
might have order'd them to be proſecuted after the 
breaking up of the Seſſion, and this Power of Impriſon- 
amg 
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ing Perſons that are not Members has been exercigd 
and claim'd as an undoubted Right in the Commons in 

"all former Reigns, and has been made uſe of thro? the 
' whole Conrſe of his preſent Majeſty's, and never inter- 
rupted or attempted againſt till this very time, when 
Faction is grown barefac'd, and Maltcontents dare ſhew 
themſelves in Print, and ſhed their Venome in Pub- 
lick Places, | | 

From what I have here delivered, it appears 
what care both the Common And Statute Law have 
taken of the Liberty of our Perſens; that the for- 
mer abhor'd Impriſonment, and never allow'd it, 
unleſs it was when Men had been guilty of Force, 
and render'd themſelves Enemies to the Commu- 
nity; and that the latter has frequently enjoin'd 
that it ſhall not be inflicted, unleſs it be by 1ndi&. 
ment, or ſuch due Proceſs as the Law requires. 
What we have here ſaid will aſſiſt us in 

| Anſwer, | 

What he has here deliver'd (in the words ef the 
Preacher) has nothing to do with the Caſe of Perſons 
whoſe defence he has undertaken; fince any Intelligent 


Creature knows that Riotous Aſſemblies as getting f 
hands by way of Rmonſtrance againſt Parliamentary 


Proceedings, imply 4 fort of threatuing, to make uſe 
of force if they did not comply without it ; and Sir 
Edward Seymour's ſaying,that the Petition ſmelt of 
Forty One was veryAppoſite to the Papers. fince the Pro- 
ceedings in thoſe days came to fuch a high head from 
the very ſaxpe beginnings. 

The ſecond thing propos'd, which was to en- 
quire whether the Power exercis'd by the Houſe 
of Commons be not an Invaſion of our Legal Rights, 
and tends not to ſubvert even our Conſtitutions? 
The Laws are called ( Edw. 6. Fol. 36.) The great 
Inheritance, and the Inheritance of Inberitances, with- 
out which a man can have no Inheritance. 
greateſt Inheritance a Man hath is the Liberty 
of his Perſon, for all others are neceſſary and 


ſubſervienr 
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ſubſervient to it. If then the H e of Com u 
have invaded that fundamental Liberty of our 
Perſons, which by Magna Charta, and ſeveral o- 
ther Statutes, as well as the moſt ancient Cuſtoms 
and Laws of this Land, we are entitul'd to, this 
will inform us how far the Powers exercis d by 
them have deſtroy'd our Legal Rights. Mag 
Charta ſays, that no Freeman ſhall be taken or im- 
priſon d, but by the Judgment of his Peers, or the 
Law of the Land: But 'tis certain that Men im- 

iſon'd by chem underwent no Judgment of their 

eers, were not committed by legal Proceſs or b 
any Law that we know in this Land. Iknow 'twill 
be faid, that by the Words of Magna Charta we are 
to underſtand not legal Proceſs, but the Law of the 
Land generally, and that the Words extend to 
all the Laws in the Realm. Since then there are 
Laws and Cuſtoms in Parliament, and by thoſe 
Cuſtoms Impriſonment is allow'd, *twill be faid 
in favour of the Houſe of Commons, that they in 
committing People do not neceſſarily deſtroy that 
Right which we have by Magna Charta. Tis 
true, there are Rules and Cuſtoms in Parliament, 
and by thoſe Cuſtoms they have a Power to im- 
priſon : But that is a Power which extends to their 
own Members; ſuch a Power is neceſſary within 
their Society, becauſe without it *twould be im- 
poſſible to keep the Members of it to ſuch Rules 
and Orders as muſt neceſſarily be obſerved by 
ſo great a Body of Men, engaged in ſo weighty 
and important Buſineſs. Confinement here is no 
violation of the Right Men have to the Liberty 
of their Perſons by Magna Charta; that Right 
they all give up, and ſubmit to the Rules of the 
Houſe, when they make themſelves Members of 
it. It muſt be confeſſed that this Power has 
been extended farther to Perſons who are not 
Members, as in caſes of breach of Privilege, and 


Contempt. I ſhall not here take notice of hy 
* ; riſe 
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riſe of this Power, and how great a Grievance 
the exerciſe of it has been to the People of this 
Land; but muſt obſerve, that if a Liberty has 
been taken of confining thoſe who offer'd violence 
ro Members in their own Perſons, or in their Ser- 
vants or Eſtate, becauſe ſuch Moleſtations, if al- 
low'd, might givè them too great diſturbance, 
and ruin the Buſineſs of the Publick ; yer it muſt 
not from/hence be inferr'd that the Houſe of Com- 
mons "has an abſolute or an unlimited Power to 
impriſon whom, and for what cauſe they pleaſe. 
If there are ſome Confinements order'd by that 
Houſe, which are not, *tis ſure there may be ſome 
which are repugnant to Magna Charta; otherwiſe 
Magna Charta, and all the other Acts which 
deſigned to ſecure our Liberties from the Invaſi- 
ons of our Kings, whoſe Subjects we are, and to 
whom we owe Allegiance, have left us expos'd to 
the Arbitrary Will of our Fellow Commoners, who 
(thanks be to. God) have yet no ſuch Rule or 
Dominion over us. 
Anſwer, 


"Tis certain, thoſe that are the Peoples Repreſenta- 
tives aſſert the Peoples Rights as they FA and up for 
their own, ſince their Priviledges are inſeparable ; and 
that the five Priſoners beforemention'd, were legaly 
committed . ſince they receiv'd their Mittimus from 
the Fountain of Law from whence all Commitments 
proceed; and if ev ry private Fuſtice of the Peace can 
ſend Criminals, or at leaſt thoſe who are reputed to 
be ſo, to Goal, certainly, Gentlemen in ſuch Publick, 
Stations as the Members of the Houſe of Commons may 
be inveſted with as high an Authority. The Magiſtrate 
he orders em to be kept in hold, in order to ſecure em 
to ſtand Tryal, and certainly they that make the Ma- 
giſtrate, in the Perſon of the Supream Magiſtrate, 
even the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty can have the 
ſame Prerogative over the People; and it no more 
deſtroys the Rights we have from Magna Charta, to 

D impriſon 
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impriſon thoſe that are not Members of their Houſe, 
than it does, by confining thoſe that are, ſince the ſame 
Cuſtom that pleads for one may be alledg'd in defence 


of the other, and the People who are repreſented cah- 


not have Pretenſions to greater Priviledges than thoſe 
that repreſent em. Either all Confinements order d by 
the Houſe, ay be Agreeable to Magna Charta, or 
none can be; fince the ſame Argument that deſtroys 
One, diſanulls All, and we muſt either allow the Judg- 
ment of Parliaments for a Tryal by our Peers, or 
own no ſuch Tryal has been made uſe of in Parlia- 
mentary Proceedings that were previous to Commit- 
ments, 


Whether they have invaded our Rights contra- 
ry to Magna Charts, and in fuch inſtances as are a 
Subverſion of our Conſtitution, will be evident to 
us, if we look over the Catalogue of their Priſoners, 
and examine the cauſe of their Commitment. The 
five Kentiſh Gentlemen, whoſe Caſe I am now 
conſidering, were impriſon'd for a Fact no more 
prohibited by the Laws of this Land, than pray- 
ing for the King, or that God would direct the 
Conſultations of the Parliament, to the advance- 
ment of the Safety, Honour, and Welfare of our 
Sovereign and his Kingdoms. It would be too te- 
dious to deſcend to particulars; of the great num- 
ber which might here be taken notice of, as perti- 
nent to my purpoſe, I ſhall mention only two, 
Mr. Paſchal and Mr. 7/þitacre, The former was 
ſent to the Tower, and kept there to the end of the 
Seſſions, for not giving in his Accounts after the 
manner preferib'd by the Commiſſioners of Ac- 
counts, purſuant to an Act of Parliament. The 
latter was committed, and continued likewiſe in 
his Confinement till the end of the Seſſion, for be- 
ing faulty (as the Houſe of Commons thought) in 
the diſcharge of his Office, in an inſtance of taking 
Bail. After his Confmement, his Accounts * 
n £ : " 


ference between em, and 0 b'd the giving Suppli 
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he had paſſed were examined, and they were 
made another Charge againſt him. Whether thoſe 
Gentlemen were faulty or no, it concerns not me 


. here to enquire. Mr. Paſchal has printed his Caſe, 


and 'tis a very hard one; the Crime for which he 
was ſent to the Tower was for not doing what was 
not in his power to do. But tho? he and others 
were guilty, tis certain that the puniſhing of them 
after that manner is — an Lyory to the 
Publick. If Mr. Paſchal was guilty of Contempt, 
and puniſhed thus for not obeying an Act made in 
the Seſſion of another Parliament, and Mr. Hhita- 
cre for being faulty in the diſcharge of his Office, 
may they not for the ſame reaſon charge all with 
Contempt who diſobey Acts of Parliament, or 
are faulty in the execution of their Offices, and 
puniſh them after the ſame manner? Either they 
claim ſuch a Power as this, or they do not: It they 
do not claim ſach a Power, as the Right of the 
Commons of England, then they own that they 
have been injurious to thoſe Gentlemen in impri- 
foning them, and deſtroying that great and funda- 
mental Right which they have to the Liberty of 
their Perſons. If they do claim ſuch a Power, they 
may ſeem to aſſume a Power which overthrows 
our whole Conſtitution, This will be manifeſt, 
when we conſider the feveral Inſtances wherein it 
ſubverts the Laws, the Rights and Liberties of the 
People. 15 | 3H 
Anſw. The Liſt of the Priſoners committed by 
Parliament might be ten times as preat, and yet the 
Priſoners under the ſame Guilt, and the Gentlemen 
that had em taken into Cuſtody juſtified in their Pro- 
2edings, fince the ſame Authority that entitles em to 
confine one, may make it lawful for em tocommit more. 
But I cannot pe induc d by any means to believe that the 
Kentiſh Petition was only a Prayer for the King and 
the Safety of the People, when ie tended to make a dif- 
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to their Conſideration, who ſate & Judges to &bnſule 
when they were neceſſay. Particulars are things he 
cannot make out, therefore he ſpeaks in general, he 
at the ſame time he flies from the particular Cafe of 
the Kentiſh-men to that of Mr; Whitacre and Mr. 
Paſchal. The firſt u too well known, for the great Eſtate 
he has lately acquir'd in a Poſt of no very great Salary ; 
and the laſt u remarkable enough for Actions when 
Commiſſioner of the Prize Office, not to juſtifie their 
Commitments. Mr. Paſchal, without doubt, could have 
given in a ſatifactory Account in relation to the Prizes 
talen in the Streights, was not 4 certain Great Man 
who has rand hu Fortunes by that gainful Expedition, 
41 the bottom of the Plot; and Mr. Whitacre could 
have done the Nation very ſignal Service in relation to 
Captain Kidd*s Affairs, had he taken better Security 
for the Appearance of a Priſoner, that would have let 
us into the knowledge of ſome Great Mens Practices 
that were Accomplices with him, But they knew their 
buſineſs ; One was Rich, and would not detect thoſe 
that had made him ſo; and tother was Poor, and 
would not impeach him that was in a capacity of making 
him Nich. To what end therefore has the Parliament a 
Power to give Money for the Service of the Nation, if 
they have not likewiſe a Power to call thoſe Perſons to 
an Account, that either miſapply it themſelves, or per- 
mit corrupt uſes of it in others ? P 


Firſt, It may be thought an Incroachment on 
the Power Legiſlative: For where the Commons 
are pleaſed to inflict ſuch a Puniſhment for the vi- 
olation of a Statute, as is not mentioned in the 
Statute, and was never deſigned by the Legiſla- 
tors, there they may ſeem to aſſume an Authority 
at leaſt equal to that of the Legiſlative. To cre- 
are a new Puniſhment, and ſuperadd it to a Law, 
may be allowed to be the Act of a Power equal to 
that which made it; and in the preſent Cale ſome 
may reckon it in ſome ſenſe greater, ſince 5 Ad- 
i Icio 
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dition makes it a Law with a Puniſhment ex po 
facto, which is a Power inconſiſtent with the Free- 
dom of a People, and therefore is never made uſe 
of by our Legiſlators. 


Anſw. The Cammons have one part, and that the 


moſt material, of the Legiſlative Power in their hands; 
they contrive Laws, and put em into Form, and might 
be ſaid attually to make em, were not the Concurrence 
of the Two other Eſtates of the Nation altogether neceſ- 
ſary towards the Enacting them: And how they can 
encroach upon their own Authority, is beyond my Sphere 
to determine, ſince we penerally look upon Encroach- 


ments to be an Invaſion of other Peoples Rights, and 
not our OWN. 


Secondly, It may be deem'd an Encroachment 
on the Power and Rights of the King. He by our 
Conſtitution has the ſupreme and ſole executive 
Power : He is Caput & Salus Reipublice : The Laws 
are his, and the Execution of them, wherein the 
Safety and Freedom of his People conſiſts, are 
committed to Him, and thoſe who derive their 
Authority from him. Where-ever therefore any 
part of his People take upon them to inflict Pu- 
niſhments without being authorized by hun, or, 
which is the very ſame thing, by his Laws, ſome 
may think that his Rights are thereby invaded, 
and his Majeſty leſſened, not only by that Inva- 
ſion, but likewiſe by his being thereby made, in- 
ſtead of a Ruler of a brave and free People, a Ti- 
tular King of poor and contemptible Slaves. 

Anſw. The King is by every Subjef's achnowledge- 
ment the Supreme Head of his Kingdoms : but the 
Commons Impriſonment of People who made too free 
with Gentlemen in their high Station, does not —_ 
the Royal Supremacy, or take any thing from the reſpect 
that is due to it, It's true indeed, they do not repreſent 
the King as the ordinary Magiſtrate, but they aſliſt 
him, are his Councellors, nay, ſuch a part of 2 
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Compoſition, that he camo. ſubſi without em, and 
certainly may be allow'd the ſame Privilege as every. 


Officer of Fuſtice is permitted the uſe of. 


Thirdly, Some may account this an Invaſion 
of the Rights and Liberties of the Kingdom, and 
fuch a one perhaps as deſtroys Freedom, and in- 
troduces downright Slavery. It may be worth En- 
gliſb. mens while to conſider, whether they can form 
to themſelves any other Notion of a State of Free- 
dom and Slavery, than that in the former, Men are 
governed by Dons made by their Repreſentatives, 
and are liable to no Puniſhments but what are 
— by the Laws of that State: and in the 

atter, that they have no certain Rule to walk by, 
but are ſubject to the meer Will of One or More 
who claim a Power and Dominion over them. It 
they find theſe Notions to be true, they will do 
well to conſider again, Whether they can avoid 
making this Inference, That they who aſſume a 
Power to puniſh a People who live under the di- 
rection of the Laws, without a Rule or Law, de- 
ftroy the Rights and Liberties of the People, rake 
away their Freedom, and reduce them to a perfect 
State of Slavery 2 | 5 

Anſw. The Rigbts and Liberties of the Kingdom are 
inviolably preſerv'd by em, unleſs keeping the Ballance 
even between Lords and Commons be an Invaſion of 
*em; and any perſon that has any Gratitude, in re- 
turn for their Noble and Generous Reſolutions this lat 
Seſfions, will never make uſe of any expreſſions to decry 
what has pot em ſuch Immortal Praiſe in the chiefeſt 
Courts of Chriſtendom, If a Man ſhould threaten to 
fire my Houſe, it's my buſineſs to take him up by way of 
prevention, not to ſtay till be has executed his deſipn, 
that the Law may have its immediate Courſe with 
him: I probably may be ruin'd whilſt I intend to pro- 
ceed regularly againſt him; therefore it's neceſſary 
Sometimes to ſtrike out of the common Road, and ſe- 

wat cur: 
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cure Malecontents from doing auy harm, by Commit. 
ments, &c. 


objected, That Juſtices of the Peace, 
es, and others, are allow'd to impriſon Freemen, 
3 lay mp deſtroying that Liber- 

which they enjo * C 

Ch Law of this Led : 
criesagainſt the Honourable Houſe of Commons 2 The 
Anſwer is very plain and eaſie: The former are 
Officers appointed by the King, who is inveſted 
with the whole executive Power, to preſerve the 
Peace of the Kingdom; and the latter are com- 
miſſioned to do the ſame, and to preſide in his 
Courts, and to adminiſter Juſtice to his Subjects, 
which tis impoſſible for them to do without ha- 
ving a Power given them to confine evil and re- 
bellious Subjects. The lower Houſe of Parliament 
is no Court, has no need of ſuch Power, bein 
calld by the King to aſſiſt him with their Counſe 
in Affairs of the greateſt moment and weight, to 
bear a part in the Legiſlature, and to repreſent the 
Grievances of the Nation, and deſire to have them 
redreſſed; but not to redreſs them themſelves, by 
taking upon them to puniſh Offenders. If Judges, 
or Juſtices of the Peace, or others who are en- 
truſted with thisPewer, exceed their Commiſſion, 
and are oppretlive and injurious-to the Subject, 
there is a ſuperiour Juriſdiction to appeal to for 
ſatisfaction, and Laws to determine whether In- 
jury has been done or no: But if a Houſe of Com- 
mons will puniſh thus without Law, there is no 
Authority or Power on Earth from which Relief 
may be had by Appeal, which in our Conſtitution 
is a very yu reaſon againſt their having ſuch a 
Power; for the Lord-Chiet-Juſtice Huſſey tells us, 
That Sir John Markham told King Edward IV. that 
he could not arreſt a Man, either for Tons or 
; elony, 


Againſt what I have here ſaid, tis, I know, ge- 
erally fade: 


harta, and the 
hy then theſe Out- 
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Felony, as a Subject might, becauſe that if the 
King did wrong, the Party could not have his 
Action againſt him, 

. Anſw. If Fuſtices of Peace are claath'd with the 
Power of Impriſoning without Proceſs, &c. what ſhould: 
They be who fit at the Helm to inſpect their Procee- 
dings, and have it in their power to puniſh *em, by cal- 
ling them to an Account for Abuſes or Maleadminiſtra- 
tion? They. are no Court of Fudicature, but they are 
part of thoſe Eſtates from whence all Courts of Fudica- 
ture belonging to this Nation have had their firſt Eſta- 
bliſhment, and ought to have the Preference, as much 
a the thing created  inferiour to Him that made it. 
As for Sir John Markham's Obſervation, that the 
Subject can have no Action againſt the King, the many 
Law. Suits we have ſeen commenc'd lately between the 
King and the Subject make appear to the contrary ; 
for otherwiſe a Prince may do what he pleaſes, and 
ſeize upon any one's Eſtate without any manner of 
Right to it. | 


It may be farther urg'd, That as Judges having 
a Power to ſettle and determine Property, is a rea- 
ſon why they ſhould have a Power to impriſon, 
becauſe the one 1s 2 —— without: the o- 
ther: So the Houſe of Commons not having a 
Power to determine concerning Property, is a 
reaſon why they ſhould not have a Power to im- 
priſon. Cui non convenit minus, ei non majus conve- 
nit, is a Maxim among the Logicians, and is a 
good Argument in the preſent Caſe, If the Houſe 
of Commons have no Power over our Goods, then 
a fortiori not over our Perſons to impriſon them, 
becauſe they are much more valuable than cither 
Goods or ds. This Chriſt himſelf declares, 
when he tells us, that the Body is more than Raiment, 
where by Raiment the Canoniſts underſtand all out- 
ward things whatſoever. Our Laws alſo make this 


clear, and give the preference to the Boch. Tis 
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a Rule in Law, that Corpora/# injuria non recipit 
eſtimationem e futuro: So Is if the Queſtion be not 
fora Wrong to the Perſon, the Law will not com- 
pel him to fuſtain it, and aſterwards bane u Re- 
medy ; for the Law holds no Damage a ſuſfleient 
Recompence for a Wrong that is Corporal. Fhere 
are Caſes in Law that prove this Rule. If one'me- 
nace me in my Goods, or that he will burn the 
Evidence of my Land which he hath in his Cuſto- 
dy, unleſs I will make unto him a Bond, there I | 
cannotavoid the Bond by leaging of this Menace: 
But if he reſtrains my Perſon, or threatens me with 
Battery, or with burning my Houſe, which is a | 
Protection for my Perſon, or wich burning an In- 
ſtrument of Manumiſſion, which is an Evidence 1 
of my Enfranchiſement ; upon theſe Menaces I 
ſhall avoid the Bond by Plea; So if a Treſpaſſer # 
drive my Beaſt over another Man's Ground, and #1 
I purſue to reſcue it there, I am a Treſpaſſer to 1 
him on whoſe Ground I am: But if a Man aſſault 
my Perſon, and I for my Safety fly over into ano- 
ther Man's Ground, there Fam no Freſpaſſer to- 
him: for quod quũ in tuitione ſui corporis fecerit, j̃u- 
re id g exiſtimatur ; What a Man does in de- 
fence ol his Perſon, he is reckon'd to do it law 
fully. Nay, which is more, the Common Law 
did favour the Liberty, not only of Freemen, but 
even or the Perſons of Bondmen and Villains, who 
have no Right of Property in Lands or Goods, as 
Freemen have. The Lord by the Law could not 
maim his Villain; nay, if he commanded another 
to beat him, and he did it, the Villain ſhould 
have his Action of Battery for it againſt him. If 
the Lord made a Leaſe for Years to his Villain, if 
he pleaded with him, if he tender'd him to be a 
Champion for him in a Writ of Right, any of 
theſe Acts, and many others, were in the Law En- 
franchiſements, and made thoſe Villains Freemen: 
From all which it appears, That the Law has a 1 
E greater 
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Breiter regard to our Perfons than Eſtates; which 
Haig, ag d Argument why the Houſe oh 
Cemmous, who nave nothing to do it regulating 
os; determining pur ther Properties, ſhould not 
have a Power over the | iberty of our, Perſons. 
Anw. The Commons babe 4 Right ro deter mine and 
Seatle Properties, if the many Bills paſi d in their Houſe 
relating ts Entauls, of Eſtates, and, the, many Pleag- 
ingn.by ehe_ Learned. in the Law gere em a Judges, 
can, entitle *cin te it. They cannot iudecd alter a Set- | 
element without Application made tg 'em by the Par- 
ties concern'd ; neither can a Fudge give his definitive 
Sentence in 4 Cauſe,. without it be brought into Court. 
As they are authoriz'd te be Fudges in matters of Eſtate 
that are dtubiful, ſa it is apparent from Example, and 
one of 4 freſher Date, the Caſe of 1 5 Fenwick, 
they: can go beyond Impriſonment f che Body, and 
pamiſn it with Death. 1 they can Atta int 
where abe Laws thas have been; made are of no force, 
and the; Interpretation of em is in favour of the Cri- 
mil: they m certainly Impriſon by bis own ap- 
prov'd Maxim, ſince Confinement 15.4 buſineſs of leſs 
Concern than that which is incomparably ſuperior to it, 


Sir gehn Forteſene,, the Learned Chancellor to 
King Henry VI. wang (de Dom. Polit. & Regal.) 
ok this Kingdom, faith, Regnam illud in omnibus 
Nationum & Regum temporibus, iiſdlem quibus nunc 
repdtur” legi bus & conſurtudi nibus regrbatur, This 
Saying will not ſute our Times; we cannot y, 
Tha the Laws and Cuſtoms which we are govern'd 

by, are the very fame with thoſe by which this 
Kingdom was govern'd in the Times of all the 
former Kings. and the ſeveral Nations that came 
in hither. The Power aſſum'd by the Houſe of 
Commons in executing Laws, and impriſoning 
Men, is a very new thing, and makes our preſent 
State very different from our antient Conſtitution. 
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The laſt year ãt had its beginning, when Sir Ric--d 
Le- Was ſent to che Tower,; and kept there t the 
end ot the Setlian, for telling a, friend one 
things tit ere ſpoken by ſuome of the other 1 jo 
Comm iſlioners, in their private Converſation. This 
Commitment, however unreaſonable. it ſeem d to 
ſome, who knew that he was lefs guilty. of a. 
Breach of Privilege than if. he had ſpoken, reflec. 
ingly of a Member of Parliament's Horſe, yet was 
not wander'd at by others, who conſider d the Re- 
ſuming Hill it ſelf, knew far: what end twas ſet on 
foot, and that they were reſolv d to ſtrike a Ter- 
ror on People, and frighten em from ſaying any 
thing that might endanger that Bill. 
Anſw. The Quotation fram Sir John Forteſcue might 
as well habe been left out; for in neC Reigns there are 
new Laws, and old ones generally. repeal d more ar 
leſs ; and it's certain we can no more {ay that new 
Cuſtoms do not daily creep in amongſt u, than that we 
are ſtraugerr to new Faſhiont, which are perpetually 
variable: But the Power of Impriſoning is ſo far from 
being a #ew thing in the Houſe of Commons, that ne 
can ſcarct hear of a Seſſon f Parliament where we 
don't find Perſons committed for Contempt, & c. Aud 
any ane that ha the leaſt knowledge of Sir Richard 
Levings's Crime, cannot but be ſatiſied that he was 
ſent to the Tower, not far divulging words ſpoken by 
- Others, but raaking infamous and diſhonourable Re- 
ect ions Himſelf. | 0 1 * e 


That Power which began the laſt Lear, has had 

a mighty growth this Seſnion; and if it grow on at 
the ſame rate, tis eaſie to: ſee hat our Conſtitu- 
tion will come to in a very little time. O Hays 
are the beſt Ways, is a Saying that has been former- 

ly written on the Walls of the Houſe of Commons: 
I could wiſh: that twere now written both there. 

and in the Hearts of the Members; there, never 
was fo great occaſion for 15 for if cheſe Innova- 
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tors be ſuffer d to drive on thus fariouſly, many 
who adhere to their Faction withour: ſeeing their 

Defigns, will make themſelves Parties in bringing 
ijnſenſibly a Calamity on this Land, which they 
will not be able to remedy by any aſter. Efforts. 


A very little Reflection will ſhew us how 
this may be. Should there be any Deſign to alter 


our Conſtitution, or preſent Settlement, one ready 
way is to carry things high in the Houſe of 
Commons, and to make the Orders and Ræſoluti- 
ont there as grievous to the People as poſhble, that 
they being enrag'd at their Domination and rigo- 
- Tous Proceedings, may be the better inclin'd to 
run into another Extreme. We know what alte- 
ration they by their Acts of Power have already 
made in the Opinions and Affections of People; 
and the danger which ſome fear is, that, if 
they go much farther, they will give too many a 
Surfer, and make them nauſeate the Commons, 
who ought to be, what they reckon themſelves, 


Truſtees and Guardians of the Liberties of England. 


It may therefore well become good Men, who 
love the Happineſs, Tranquility, and Liberty of 
their Country, to reflect ſeriouſly, and conſider 
with themſelves whether this may not be the de- 


ſign of ſome who now pretend to be mighty Stick- 


lers and Advocates for Liberty. | 
Anſw. The Power of Impriſoning had its riſe long 
before the laſt Tear, and our Conſtitution is rather pre- 
ſerv'd than endamag'd by it, ſince the People themſelves 
are Maſters.of that Authority which is inveſted in their 
Repreſentatives ; and our Author, that was a Dabler 
at Logich juſt nam, might make uſe of a receiv'd Max- 
im in their favour." who bas not long ſince brought in 
one 43 an Evidence ayainſt em. If it bad ſo late 4 
beginning, whenee could proceed the Commitments in 
ſeveral. late Reighs'(ttot ro go any higher) which never 
were loek'd upon as Arbitrary, but are juſtified even in 
theſe days 2 And if the preſent Parliament 'makes uſe 
| of 
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of Old Ways (which be ſays are the Beſt Ways) in 
following Old Cuſtoms, &c. they do but what their Pre- 
deceſſors have done, and cannot be condemned, unleſs 
former | Parliaments , and them his beloved 
Fanatical Parliament, that chang'd Old Ways into 
the Good Old Cauſe, fall under the ſame Cenſure. 


There is another good Reaſon why Men ſhould 
be jealous of, and make it their buſineſs ro check 
this rampant growing Power of the Lower 
Houſe. - Tis the general Voice of the People 
throughout this Kingdom, as we are inform'd from 


all the Corners of it, that Gold has carried on a 


great Negotiation among us. Some are of Opini- 
on, and I muſt own not without a great deal 


ol Reaſon, that the continual Clamours which 


have been artificially, but upon too weak grounds 
raiſed, and the outrageous and unreaſonable. Pro- 
ceedings which we have ſeen, are great Confirma- 
tions of the truth of what hasbeen reported. 
Anſw. If Gold has turn'd Solicitor of late, and been 


Advocate: for the French King's Cauſe, there art 


other People without doubt than thoſe he hints at, that 
have been the General Receivers, To bribe a Communi- 
ty. of Men, a whole Body-Politick, carries abundance 
of Difficulty with it, and is next to an Impoſſibility : 
but Experience tells us, from the Practice of ſeveral 
Corrupt Miniſters, and thoſe in this preſent Ape, that 
Money can ſtick to ſome particular Courtiers Fingers, or 
Three hundred Pound a Year could never multiply 
it ſelf into more than ſomany Thouſands. 


This is moſt certain, That where corrupt Orators 
(to ſpeak in the Language of a very experienc'd 
Doctor) bring their Subtilty and Eloquence to Market, 
they muſt follow the Inſtructions of him whoſe 
Pay they receive; they muſt ſer afoor Factions 
and Brigues, bring all the Confuſion they can into 
their Native Country, pull down the Fence of the 


Laws, 
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Laws, deſtroy the Credit and Intereſt of thoſe 
who are ableſt and moſt idclined ta appoſe his 
Deſigns, and, in ſhort, do whatever he requires 
of them. It among us there be any ſuch corrupt 
Members, tis plain that to make chemſelves the 
more conſiderable, and raiſe the Price of their 
Voices, they muſt think it their buſineſs to ſtudy 
Ways and Means to afflict their F — «=; 
to embaraſs Affairs, and bring Confuſion and Diſ- 
order into the State. 7 cut: zit! 

Anfw. Dr. Davenant's:-Experience ia relatian to 
Corrupt Orators, proceeds. from his detection of Cor- 
ruption in Others, net aiknawledge of it in Himſelf - 
And if we conſider in whoſe Favour the late Treaty of 
Partition was made, we may judge the Adviſers were 
in ſome other Prince's Pay bejides their Maſter'3, not 
thoſe that impeach d em for it, and would bave brought 
em to Fuſtice, had the | Diviſions between. the two 
Houſes, raiſed on purpoſe to obſtrult it, permizzed it. 


One ready way therefore to defear the Deſigns 
of ſuch Men, will be to keep them from running 
into any Exceſſes of Lawleſs and Arbitary Power, 
and tie them to the ſame Rules that direct the 
Actions of their wiſe and juſt Predeceſſors. As 
keeping things in this temperament, and adhering 
to our itution, will be a means to defeat 
the meaſures of a foreign Tyrant; fo will it ( in 
ſome Mens oppinion ) put an end to the Fears ant 
Calamities of a Tyrannick Slavery brought up- 
on us by Fellow. Subjects at home. Tyrannick 
Slavery did I ſay? Some may call it fo, when in a 
Free State, where the whole Legiſlative only has 
a Power to fer down what Puniſhment ſhall be 
inflicted on the ſeveral Tranigreſſions that are 
committed, a Part of it aſſumes a Power to infli& 
one of the ſevereſt Puniſhments : When a few who 
are choſen to be Truſtees: and Guardians of the 
PeoplesLaberrics, bring thePeople under their * 
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„ 
lute Power, and compellthem to that which is a- 


* 


inſt the Right of their Freedom. To be free 


From fach Force is the only Security Men have of 


their Preſervation, and Reaſon bids them to look 
on thoſe as Enemies to their Preſervation, who 
would take away that Freedom which is the Fenc 
to it; and fo conclude that they have a Will — 
nn to take away evety thing elſe, ſince that 
Freedom is the Foundation of all the reft. 

| Anſwer, 

The way to defeat the progreſs of Arbitrary Power, is 
certainly to reſtrain it, but how theſe Members who 
have effetualy ſuppreſs'd it in others, have ſtood up ſo 
Xealouſly for the Liberties of the People, and have 
been ſuch hearty ſticklers for the Rights of the Com- 
mons of England, againſt the preſumptive Encroach- 
ments of the Lords, can be ſaid to take the ſame impe- 
tuous Meaſures, it is not in my Power to divane. 
Neither is it my purpoſe, to diſpute the Wiſdom and 
Juſtice of their Predeceſſors, tho' it is my Buſineſs 
to vindicate the Proczedings of thoſe that are now in 
Authority, yet if Supplies to the Ring without any Bur- 
then to the Subject, a ready concurrence to Aſſiſt his Con- 
federates, without coming into an open Rupture with 
thoſe that were hu their Enemies; and the ſincereſt En- 
deavours for the continuance of the Public Peace, while 
theyare making proviſion for our Defence, be not as much 
4s has been dene in any Parliament; nay, farther, in 
any Age whatſoever, and preferable to any antecedent 
Reſolutions, then Patriots that come after theſe-worthy 
Gentlemen, and ſucceed *em in their care for the ſe- 
curity of the Nations, muſt - deſpair of doing any thing 
that can be ee ſince, if theſe are accounted 
the Nations Enimies, it is not in the Power of Huma- 


ay 5 be its Friend, 


rom what I have here delivered concerning 


mg. rhe Lower Houſe, 
tis evident, I think, chat if etitioning, as the Ken- 
6% Gentlemen did, had been an illegal AR, and 


the 


the Power of impriſon 
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the Puniſhment enjoin'd by the Law had been Im- 
priſonment, yet it belong d not to them to inflict 
that Puniſhment, but to make application (as 
they have always done heretofore ) to have the 
Law executed againſt them. But if what they did 
was ſtrictly agreeable to Law, this will make 
their Commitment a greater Violation of the' 
Rights of the Community. That it was fo, will. 
appear, when we conſider. | 7 
Anſwer, N Be 

He has hitherto been deliver'd like the Mountain in 
the Fable, nothing but inſignificancies and Production 
of ridiculous Conſe uences, and affirms he has made out 
the matter he took in Hand to a Tittle; when the. 
Reader has reaſon to have other Sentiments, and en- 
tertain Notions of another Proportion than what he lays 
down for undoubted Truths. Thoſe that can Command 
others to proſecute as Attorny Generals, c. have an 
indiſputable Title to Impriſon, fince Proſecution i: 
precedent to Puniſhment, and conſequently is of more 
moment than Impriſonment, which only a bare Con- 
finement of the Perſon without affecting his Life, or 
Eſtate, which are in Danger from it, and the Old p 
Maxim holds good, that omne Majus continet in 
ke Second thi od, the Subje®s R 
; e thing propos d, the Subject's Rigbt of 
Petitioning. This Right I take to be as we and 
ample a one, and what will as little bear contro- 
verting, as any thing that we can think of, fince 
tis juſtified by the Law of Nature, the Practice 
of all States in the World, and is allowed by the | 
Laws of this Land. | | ; 
"Tis certain that nothing can be more agreeable | | 
to Nature, and a plainer Dictate of Reaſon, than 
that thoſe who apprehend themſelves aggriev'd be 
allow'd a liberty to approach thoſe by Petition 
who know their Grievances, or perhaps are the 
Authors of them, and conſequently able to redreſs 
them. When Men enter'd firſt into Society, and 
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Rave up that Right which they had to ſecure them- _ 


ves in the State of Nature, 'tis manileſt that the 
did it for the preſervation of Property. which is 
the end of Government. This neceſſarily ſuppo- 
ſes, and indeed requires, that People ſhould have 
Property, without which they muſt be ſuppoſed 
to loſe that by entering into Society, which was 


the end for which they enter'd into it. If Men 


enter'd into Society to preſerve it, and therefore 
ate ſo entitled to it, that as a very Learned and 
Ingenious Author tells us) The ſupreme Power 


cannot take from any Man any part of his Property 


without his own conſent ;; Can any Abſurdity be fo 
groſs, as to imagin, that Men gave up their Right 
to pray for Redreſs, if they thought themſelves in- 
jur d intheir Properties? Or that theſupreme Pow- 
er may hinder them to pray for that which they 
have not a right to deprive them of? Wherever 
therefore any Government is eſtabliſhed there 
the natural Right which People had to ſecure 
what was their own, mult be fo faratleaft conti- 
nued, as to allow them a liberty to Petition for 
what they think their Right, becauſe this is a Pri- 
viledge which they could not give up, when they 
enter'd into Society. And where there has been 
no government but the Prince's Will, even there 
this Right has ſeemed ſo natural and aerceable to 
Reaſon, that it has not been denied, This might 
be ſeen in all the Arbitrary Governments of the 
World. In the Roman Empire Fulius Ceſar, when 
he was in the heighth of his Power,and made him- 
ſelf Perperual Dictator, permitted the People to re- 
preſent the Hardſhips that were put upon them, 
and pray for redreſs. And in the Reign of other 
Princes who exercis'd a Deſpotick Power, whilſt 
the Lex Regia prevail'd reſcribere Principi, to pe- 
tition the Sits, and ſer forth their Grievances, 
was allowed their Subjects as the natural Right 
of Mankind. | 

F Anſ. 
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Aunſw. Ne Man living contraverts the Subjects right 
_ of Petitioning, but that is not the Caſe in hand, it's 
the Writers buſineſs to prove that Labelling is Law- 
ful. The moſt virulent Piece of Treaſon imaginable 
m go under the Name of 4 Petition, and be gleſi d 
over with a Specious fair Title, when the contents 
of it are embitter d againſt thoſe in Authority, and 
aim at the very Foundation of the Regal Supremacy. 
In Charles the Martyr's time Faction skulk'd abroad 
under the Covert of Remonſtrances, and Petitions 10 
Kings were as full of Blaſphemies, as thoſe which 
were ſent up from the Pulpits to the divine Maj eſty; 
the Removal of evil Councillers was the pretence they 
made uſe of when the downfal of Monarchy was what 
was realy intended; as what the Kentiſh Gentlemen 
defign'd by finding Fault with the proceedings of Par- 
liament and making uſe of the Voice of the Peo- 
ple, to put down St. Stephens Chappel over their 
Repreſentatives Head, looks very much like Some- 
thing of the ſame complexion. As for Julius: Cæ- 
far in his Perpetual Diftatorſhip he permitted the 
People to have Acceſs to him on Account of real 
Grievances, but when one Popilius whiſper d anſea- 
Jonable Advice in his Ear, he ordered him imme- ©* 
diately to be puniſh'd by the Liftor, cs an interfer- 
ing Coxcomb, and one Who concern'd himſelf with 
buſineſs. above his Sphere, Marcus Antonius like- 
wiſe caus'd Cicero ts be Aſſuſſinated, and put to 
Death, tho be had been Conſul of Rome, which rs 
a, Poſt of Honour ſomething above a Kentiſh Juſtice 
of the Peace, became he 2 ſpargere voces in Vul- 
gus, inſinuate to the Prople, that Anthony's Pro- 
ceedings were Irregular, that it tended to ſubvert the 
Conſtitution of the Roman Repablick, &c. | 


If this Right be natural, the People of England, 
who have loſt as little by entring into Society as 
any others, muſt have _— ample a Claim 
to ĩt as any Nation in the World, That they have 

N a 


(35 
a Right to repreſent their Sufferings, and pray 8 
a Relaxation of them, is evident from the EA. 
ons of our Sages of the Law, from what our Kings 
have permittec and declared, and what has been 
declared and enacted in Parliament. wi 
Our Books are very clear in this matter. My 
Lord Chief. Juſtice Hobbart tells us, That tis Iaw- 
ful for any Subject to petition the King for redrels 
in an humble manner; for (ſays he) Acceſs to the 
Sovereign muſt not be ſhut up in caſe of the Subjects 
Uftreſe,* This Right was fully prov'd by the Lear- 
ned Councel at the 'Trial of the ſeven Biſhops, 
and allow'd by the Judges. It was one of the 
Crimes for which the Spencers were baniſhed, thar 
they hinder'd the King from receiving and anſwer- 
ing Petitions from Great Men and others; and 
one Article againſt the Lord S:rafford was, That 
he iſſued out a Proclamation. and Warrant of re- 
ſtraint to inhibit the Kings Subjects to come ta the 
Fountain their Sovereign, to deliver their Com- 
plaiats of Wrongs and Oppreſſions. 8 
Anſw. The Rigbt of Petitioning for Aſſiſtance in Caſes 
of imminent Danger, is not only agreeable to the Law 
of Nature, but direòiy commanded by the gat Law 
of Self-preſervation : But to diſperſe Fears and Fea- 
louſies when there ia no occaſian, to call out for Helg, 
like the Shepherd's Boy in the Fable, when there are no 
Wh alves at hand, is to divert our Proteftors from 5 
Ming us when there are imminent Danger: that 
actually threaten uu. In the BISHOPS Caſe, 
thoſe Right Reverend Fathers of the Church ſtood ac- 
cus d on account of their indiſpenſable Duty: They pe- 
tition'd the King as the Directors of his Conſcience 
and his ſpiritual Adviſers, in relation to His Majeſty's 
Declaration, but did not interfere with his Prerog a- 
tive, as the Wiſe Men of Kent. did with that of 
their Repreſentatives; and it is but too viſible what 
fide their Advocate inclines to, when he produces a 
Article that was brought againſt the Lord Scrafford, 

| D 
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"who was guiltleſs of the Offences laid to his Charge, tho 
be was murder d for em, to juſtiſie the Right of Libel- 
ling Governments, and bantering the Proceedings of 
Parliament. MDT | 
A As the Sages of the Law have told us, That ti 
our undoubred Right. ſo have our Kings in all 


Ages permitted us by Petition to inform them of 
our Grievances: In the Reigns of King Edw. II. 


and King Edw. III. ſuch Petitions were frequent, 
and then even Treland was allow'd to repreſent 
their Erievances, and petition for a Parliament. 
Doctor Burner, the Learned Biſhop of Salisbury, 
informs us, That King Henry. VIII. told his Sub- 
jects, when in Arms againſt him in rk ſhire, that 
a hep ought not to have rebell'd, but to have ap- 
lied themſelves to him by Petition. | 
King Fames L by a Proclamation publiſh'd the 
I 1th year of his Reign, begins thus: The Com- 
plaints lately exhibited to Us by certain Noblemen and 


ethers of Our Kingdom of Ireland, ſuggeſting Diſor- 


ders and Abuſes, as well in the Proceedings of the late- 
begun Parliament, as in the Martial and. Civil Go- 
vernment of the Kingdom, We did receive with all 


extraordinary Grate and Favour. And by another 


Proclamation he declares ,' That ,a the Right of 
his Subjects to mal their immediate Addreſſes to him 
by Perition. And in another he tells bis People, 
That his own, and the Ears of his Privy-Council, did 
ſtill continue open to the juſt Complaints of his People. 
'< ------ And that they were not confin'd to Times and 
Meetings in Parliament, nor reſtrain d to parti cular 
„ > ONS ON 0 Ng. [ I 

It appears by the Lords Journals in the Year 
1640, that the Houſe of Lords both Spiritual and 
Temporal, Nemine Conti adicente, voted Thanks 
to thoſe Lords who petit ioned the King at 7ork to 
Tall a Parliament: And that King dy his Decla- 
ration 1644. declared his Royal Will and Plea- 


. ſure, 


637) 
ſure, That all his loving Subjects, who have any 


juſt Cauſe to preſent, or complain of any Grie- 
vances or Oppreſſions, may freely addreſs them- 


ſelves by their humble Petition to his moſt Sacred 


Majeſty „ who will graciouſly hear their Com- 
| aimnts.. > *. AK ! 0 | + * 
A On Medneſday the 27th of October, 1680. it was 


reſolv'd in the Houſe of Commons, Nemine Contra- 


dicente, That it is, and EVER hath been, the un- 
» doubted Right of the Suljetts of England to petition 
the King for the calling and ſitting of Parliaments, and 
 redreſſing of Grievances.” T wasthen likewiſe reſolv'd, 


Nemine Contradicente, That to traduce ſuch Petition- 


ing A violation of «Duty, and to repreſent it to hu 


Majeſty as tumultuous and ſeditious, is to betray the 
Liberty the Sulject, and contribute to the. Deſign of 
ſubverting the antient legal' Conſtitution of thu Ring- 
dom, and introducing. Arbitrary Power, On the Fri- 


day following (as we find in the ſame Journal) it 


appearing to the Houſe, upon the examination of 


ſeveral Wiineſſes at the Bar thereof, upon the Evi- 
gence againſt Sir Francs Withins, as well as upon 


his own Confeſſion, that he had preſented an Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty expreſſing an Abborrency to 
tition his Majeſty for the calling and ſitting of 


arliaments ; *rwas refoly'd; That Sir Francis Wi- 
thins, by promoting and preſenting to his Majeſty an 


Addreſs expreſſing his ſaid Abhorrency, hath betrayed 
the undoubted Rights of the Subject. of England. 


Twas moreover order'd; that he ſhould be ex- 
pell'd the Houſe, and that he ſhould: receive his 


Sentence upon his knees. tu Tn 
Anſw. I have too great 4 deference for the Sages of 


the Law, not to agree with them that ti part of the 
Privileges that aSubjeF enjoys, to petition his Prince: 
but muſt take the freedom of thinking that in Edward 


the 2d, and qd's days they had not the liberty of ſo fre- 
quently making Addreſſes to the Throne, had there-been 
any Colepeppers or Pollhills, &c. to cake the buſi- 
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neſs of Provy-Conncelors upon em, mit beut 4 Privy- 
Connceller's Underſtanding.. And\vho' what the Biſhop \ 
of Salisbury writes may aarry an Authority with it in 

[relation ts King Henry the 86's Speech to his Kul- 
es; that Prelate can remember 4 Perſon he it very 
well acquainted with, did not take the Advice, but ap- 

d mm open Arms againſt hit Sovereign, Ning 

the 1/t's two. — bene likewiſe — 
more in em to make for his purpoſe, than what has 
preceded, fince they were grounded upon Juſt Com- 
plaints, which are excluſive of the Kentiſh Peritioners, 

. Who had no Graunds or Reaſons for their Arrogance ; 
and the Quotation from the Lords Journals, if we con- 
fider the Times the Reſolution was made in, (viz) the \ 
very Infancy of Rebellion, and: beginning of the Civil 
War which was then in projection. The Reſolutions of 
the ear» 1680. are much of the ſame ſtamp, if we con- 
ſider frem what bands - they came; and thoſe Members . 
that could juſtifie the Treaſons and Seditiaus Speeches 
ef Stephen Colledge, are not to be ſuppos'd to be 
Enemies to Remonſtrances againſt the Proceedings of = 
Supreme | Authority, when their very Being tends o 


Confuſion and Anancky. : 


This Right of che Subject to petition, is farther 
confrm'd by the Stature-Law of this Land, parti- 
cularly in an Act made in the 1 2th — "7 , 
Charles II. the Enacting part of which I will here 
at large ſet down, becauſe 'tis a plain Declaration 
of the Subjects Right in the Caſe of the Petition 
now under our Conſideration, ANTI 
Be it Enacted, Sc. That no perſon or perſons 
s whatſoever ſhall from and after the firſt of Auguſt, 
166 1. ſolicit, labour, or procure the getting of 
© Hands, or other Conſent, of any Perſons above 
© the number of Twenty or more, to any Petition, 
© Complaint, Remonſtrance, Declaration, or other 
© Addreſs to the King, or both or either Houſes of 
Parliament, FOR ALTERATION OF MATTERS 
c' 'A. 


, 
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* ESTABLISHED BY LAW IN CHURCH. OR 
© STATE, unleſs the Matter thereof have firſt been 
c conſented to, and order d by three or more Juſti- 
© ces of the County, or by the major — the 
Grand- Jury of the County or Diviſion of the 
County where the ſame ſhall ariſe, at their pub- 
© lick Aflizes, or General Quarter Seſſions; or if 
* arifing in London, by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
or Commons in Common Council aſſembled; 
* 2nd that no Perſon or Perſons whatſoever ſhall 
© repair to his Majeſty, or both or either Houſes 
* of Parliament, upon pretence of preſenting or 
* delivering any Perition, Complaint, Remon- 
© ſtrance, or Declaration, or other Addreſſes, ac. 
* companied with exceſſive Numbers of People, 1 
not at any one time above the number of ten Per- 1 
ſons upon pain of incurringa Penalty not excee- | 
© ding the Sum of one hundred Pounds in Money, 
aud three Months Impriſonment, 
Provided always, That this Act, or any thing 
* therein contain'd, ſhall not be conſtru'd to ex- 
*tend to debar or hinder any Perſon or Perſons, 
not exceeding the number of Ten aforeſaid, to 
© preſent ANY PUBLICK OR PRIVATE GRIE- 
*<VANCE OR COMPLAINT TO ANY MEMBER 
*OR MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, after his 
Election, and during the Continuance of the 
Parliament, or to the _ Majeſty, for any 
* Remedy to be thereunto h 
Anſw. The Act in the 13th Tear of King Charles 
the 2d. was expreſly deſigu d againſt tumultuous Peti- 
tioning , as may be ſcen from the Preamble, which 
lets us into the Intentions of it ; and becauſe it was 
not to be ſuppos'd that Fuſtices of Peace would ſet their 
hands to every ridiculous Whamſey ſome Malecontents 
might entertain in relation to Governments, was word. 
ed after that manner. But the County of Kent has . 
furniſh'd us with Examples to the contrary, and made 
appear that there are more than twenty Fuſtices that | 


are 
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ure Fools-enough in it to ſubſcribe what is againſt its 


|. Profit, and are reach to run mad for a new War, when 


the'Charges of the haſt have been enough to make em 


Concerning this Statute we may obſerve Four 


things: Firſt, That it allows (as Mr. Serjeant Le- 


vin obſetv'd in the Trial ot the ſeven Biſhops, 
and we are taught by ſeveral other good Authori- 
ties) that by the Law of the Land before. it was 
the ſettl'd and undoubted Right of the Subjects of 
England to apply themſelves to the King, or ei- 
ther or both Houſes of Parliament, by Petition, to 
have their Grievances redreſs d. Secondly, That 
where ir limits this Power of the Subject, and re- 
quires that the Petition ſhall be conſented to and 
order d by three or more Juſtices of the Coumy, or 
by the major part of the Grand-ſury of the County, 
or Diviſion of the County where the ſame Matter 
ſhall ariſe, or by the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, or 
Commons in Common-Council aſſembled, if it a- 
riſe in London: *tis only in a particular Caſe, where 
the Addreſs is for Alteration of Mattes eftabliſh'd by 
Law in Church or State. Thirdly, That even in 
this Caſe the Concurrence of thoſe Perſons is not 
requir'd, unleſs it be where there are more than 
Twenty Hands to the Petition. Fourthly , 
That the Act extends not to Grievances or Com- 


plaints either Publick or Private, but that they 


may be preſented to the King or Parliament, with- 
out any of thoſe previous Formalities, provided 
that the Petition or Addreſs be not prelented by 


more than Ten. 


Anſw. Mr. Serjeant Levins bu Obſervatins at the 
Trial of the Seven Biſhops are taken notice of very 
mal a propos in reference to the Five Kentiſh men, 
becauſe their Caſe # as different from each other, a a © 
Libel to create Tumults, i from an Addreſs to beſeeth 


Hz 
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His Majeſty not to impoſe upon one's Conſcience ; and 
the" the Petition (a they call it) was lawful in the 
Manner or Form of preſenting it, being nos brought 

by more than Ten, yet it ws Illegal in the 


as wel as exceptionable from ſome words which were re- 


fect ive on the Honour of Parliaments in it. 


Having mention'd this Act, which (tho' made 
to limit and reſtrain the Subject, and curtail his na- 
tural Right of petition) is a full Declaration of the 
Peoples Right to apply themſelves to the King or 
Parliament by Petition, for the Redreſs of their Grie- 
vances, and for obtaining ſuch things asthey apprehend 
neceſſary or beneficial to the Safety or Well-being of the 
Nation. I need not urge any other Aurhorities, 
nor take notice even of that Act paſs d ſince the 
Revolution, wherein the Rights of the People are 
contain'd, and that of Petitioning is declar' d to 
be one. Tis evident to any Reader of the moſt 


ordinary Capacity, that the Kenezſh Petition is 
warranted by the Law of the Land, and fo plain · 


ly within the Letter of that Act, that thoſe Men 
are forc'd to acknowledge ir, who take a grear 
deal of pains to juſtifie all the Proceedings of the 
Houſe of Commons. Was it not then (to uſe the 
Words of Legion) illegal, and a notorious Breach of 

the Liberty of the Subfect, and ſetting up a Diſpen- 
Jing Power in the Houſe of Commons, to impriſon 
Men who were not their Members, by no Proctedings 


but a Vote of the Houſe, and to continue themt in Cu- 


ſtody SINE DIE? A late Pamphleteer, by 
* he Anſwer to this, tells us, That zo ſay this 
# done by a ſingle Vote without other Proceedings, is 
meer Babling and Nonſenſe ;, for Impriſonment u the 
firtt ſtep in order to future Proceedings, and practs d 
by every ſmple Magiſtrate. What does this Scribler 

mean ? W 
by a Vote of the Houſe, without any other Pro. 
ceedings? Was there any —— or legal 
| — 


* 


ere not thoſe Petitioners impriſoned 
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Proceſs to try whether they were guilty of any 
Trreſp 2. the Law 2 For what reaſon does 
he tell us, that Impriſonment is the firſt ſtep in order 
to future Puniſhment 2 Would he thereby inſinuate 
that their Crime was ſuch as might be further 
puniſh'd by Law ? Their Judges in St. Stephen's 
Chappel knew very well that it could not. If it 
— why were they not proceeded againſt ? 
Why were they kept in. Priſon till the end of the 
Seflion 2 It they could not, why ſhould they be 
impriſon'd at all, fince it could be in order to no 
— Proceedings? But he tells us, That ths 2 
practa d by every Magiſtrate. Tis true, they im- 
riſon, but tis to keep the Peace, and in order to 
— Puniſhment; and what they do, is allowed 
and warranted by the Law of the Land. From 
what I have already ſaid in this Diſcourſe, 'twill 
appear how abſurd it would be to make this an 
Argument for the Commons having ſuch a Power 
as they have us'd in impriſoningthoſe Gentlemen. 
The Reader will from hence judge whether Le- 
gion or this Author is moſt guilty of Babbling. and 
Nonſenſe. The Defign of this Pamphleteer is to 
throw all the Dirt he can on the late Miniſtry, to 
bring them under the Odium of the Nation, (a 
Work which the Jacobites, the French Party, and 
Papiſts of England are now, and have been a great 
while very intent upon) and to recommend the 
Proceedings of the Houſe of Commons, and the 
preſent Miniſtry to the People. Theſe are the 
Perſons pointed at in the Title of his Book, which 
he calls, England's Enemies Expos'd, and its true 
Friends and Patriots Defended. If he ſhew no bet- 
ter Judgment in diſcovering who deſerve to be 
called the Enemies, who the Friends of England, 
than in laying the Charge of Babbling and Non- 
ſenſe, he will do as little Service to Bugland in 
helping her to make any uſeful Diſcovery of her 
real Friends and Enemies, as he has os by 
| riends 
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Friends by his poor, his paltry, and palpable 
F 5 The Prince of Darkneſs, ht — he 
goes up and down to do Miſchief, and deſtroy 
the Kingdoms of the Earth, as he turns himſelf into 
an Angel of Light, ſo has he Enemies, qui nigra 
in candida vertunt, little Hirelings, whoſe ask it 
is to call Evil Good, and Good Evil; to deceive 
with.falſe Colours, that he may be the better a- 
ble to deſtroy. To give People a little taſte of 
this Panegyriſt's Impofitions, and the Judgment 
he has made of Men, I will only take notice here 
that he commends the Fair Character of Mr. F--n 
H-w, and calls him (who moſt certai ly calld the 
Treaty made by the King 4 Felonios Conſpiracy) 
A Xealous Patriot, and one who will not exceed his 
Duty; that he repreſents the Spe--er as a Perſon 
deſerving the honourable Character of an hbne# 
Engliſh Gentleman, 4 Champion for Liberty, and a 
true Patriot, without Diſguiſe, Colluſion, or Self- In- 
tereſt; that they whoſe long Experience in Publick 
Affairs gave them knowledge of the Methods employ'd 
by France in former Reigus, to enſlave Europe, are 
beit able to prevent his Deſigus in this; that tear- 
ing up our Conſtitution by the. Roots is the Work ot 
the late Miniſtry ; that they have betray d the 
King, and carry on Purpoſes diſtructive to the Na- 
tion; that it we have a Porto-Carero in the Na- 
tion, tis He who has done his utmoſt to deliver us up 
to France, by inveſting the Moſt Chiiſtian King with 
a Power to ſeize us ; that tis He (meaning L--d 
Hal. ax) to whom French Gold is given. Strange 
Eſfrontery! Had Sir Bar-----w $h--er ſpoken this, 
I ſhould not wonder at it; he, we know, when 
the Lords were voted Guilty of High Crimes and 
Miſdemeanours for the Treaty of Partition, and 
an Impeachment was ordered, did not bluſh to 
ſay openly in the Houſe, That the News of it 
would be very unwelcom at Vexſailles. 


82 Anſw. 
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Ae. As far his RefleRions on the Pam 
that anſwcr'd The preſent Diſpoſition of E 
conſider d, Ge. they are foreign to the purpoſe, 


of Inſtruction, ſince their Language is equally fou! 
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| and 
would almoſt perſuade one that it came from the ſame 
Hend, Had not I ſome knowledge of the Author, who 
3s ſo far from being 4 Jacobite, Papiſt, or of the 

French Party, that he is hated by em, as 4 Perſon 
that has 'been all along employed by the Creatures of 
this Government, to make Diſcoveries of their Pro- 
ccedings, and prevent their Deſigns. To my knowledge 

his- Pamphlet owes its birth to his Circumſtances ; and 
hed the Court made better Provifies for bim , be 
would ſcarce - have fallen out with the Courtier, and 
the Lord Hallifax would have had a good a Chara- 
Rer from him, as Mr. How and the er, had 


but his Penſion continu'd to come trowling in from 


the. Treaſury, and he not found himſelf under a ne- 
ceſſity of taking other Meaſures, The Author of Le- 
gion and He probably might come from the ſame place 


and ungentleman-like : But for the Reflection on Sir 
Bartholomew Shower, by ſuch a mean Compariſon, 
the Author of this very Pamphlet ſhews that he knows 
how to join in Conſort with the two Scribes before. men- 
tion d, who blended together would make an admirable 
ſort of a Triumvirate. one 4 


3 But to return from this Digreſſion to the mat- 


ter in hand. Thoſe who cannot deny that the 


Subject has 2 Right to Petition, yet juſtifie the 


tition;- becauſe of its reproaching the honourable 
Houſe, and preſcribing: Rules to our Legiſlators. 
The Reſolution of the Hoyſe of Commons con- 
cerning it was, that was fcandalew, inſolent, and 
ſeditious, ' tending to deſtroy the Conſtitution of Parls- 


æment, and to ſubvert the Eftabliſhed Government of 


this Realm, Before I come to a particular Exami- 
4 IJ | Bk T Nation 


Proceedings againſt thoſe who deliver'd the Pe- 


: 
| 
| 
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nation of this Reſolution, 1 muſt crave leave ts 
| make thĩs Remark upon it, That this very Cen- 
© * fure, and the ſevere Treatment of the Petitioners, 
0 ſhew us plainly into what, hands we are fallen. 
We remember very well when it was, that Sir 
Edward Seymour, then a Privy-Councellor, and 
| ſome others now in Power, learned the Trick of 
| giving hard Names to Petitions. What I here 
k — at; I will endeavour to repreſent in the 
ſhorreſt View ] can, becauſe the matter will be 
pertinent to the Subject I am treating of, and will 
give true Engliſh-men an _ of making 
ſome Reflections which will be uſeful to us in the 
{ 4 


preſent Circumſtances of our Affairs. We can- 

not forget what great Concern the Commons of 

England above Twenty Years ſince ſhewed for 

the Proteſtant Religion; that their Zeal to pre- 

ſerve it was ſcen in Four Parliaments , which 
were diſſolv d in a little more than the ſpace of 
Two Years, by reaſon of their Warmth in proſe- 1 
cuting Popiſh Conſpirators, and labouring to ex- | | 
clude the Duke of Vor, whoſe Succeſliom to the | 

. Crown rais d the hopes of Papiſts, and gave birth x 
to all their Plots. | | 


ii Anſwer. | | 
| £8 Digreſſion — --— I am glad to ſes | 
1 im own, after having / s Venom to no purpoſe. 1 
| The Reſolution of — Houſe of Commons was He. | : 
nourable, and it ſhews plainly that we are fallen ents | 

ſuch Hands as we may rely upon for Defence, withour | 
the  Afiſtance of ſuch Intermeddlers. Sir Edward | 
Seymour keeps up to bis Old Loyal Principles; and | 
tho he does not officiate as Privy-Councellor to His 


preſent Majeſty, is zealous for the Good of the Nation 
as 4 Senator, and continues firm to his Old Prin- 
ciples of having an Abhorrence for Mutmous A 
\  Jemblies, and Deſigns apainft the Government, which | 
ſuch reſtleſs Malecontents as our Author (who ſo xea- | 
TR. 4 4 f * lo 10 


hs EW)... - 
Jouſly Sud up in Vindieation of Injuſtice in the Bill 
of Excluſion againſt His late Majeſty when Duke of 


York, and Preſumptive Heir of the Crown) are per- 
petually contriving. | 


| The firſt was the long Parliament, which con- 
ſiſted of Members ſo devoted to the Crown; that 
they would have gratifiedit in any Demand what- 
ſoever, had not the Meaſures taken to deſtroy Hol- 
land, the great Friendſhip contracted with France 
by Mediation of the Duke of Vork, and the 
Growth of Popery ſour d their Tempers, and 
given their Inclinations quite another Biaſs. A, 
ter their Prorogation on the 287 of December, 
1678. which was ſoon followed by a Diſſolution, 
the next Parliament which begun at Weſtminſter - 
on the 6th of March, 167; purfu'd the fame Mea: 
ſures to ſecure the Religion and Laws of England 
and were for that reaſon prorogu'd on the 26th 
of May following. 0 eie. 
Tbe People of England alarum'd at this, and 
growing into — Fears of the Conſpiracy 
which the Parliament endeavour'd to prevent, 
ſent Petitions to the King trom ſeveral Places, 
wherein they repreſented che Grievances of the 
Nation, and pray d for the fitting of the Parlia- 
ment to redreſs I ſhall take notice of the 
Stile of one for all, vi. That of the City of Lon- 
don, Wherein they ſet forth that there is 4 moſt 
dumnable and heliſh Popiſb PLOT, BRANC HD 
FORTH INTO THE MOST HORRID VIL- 
LANIES, againſt his Majeſty s moſt Sacred Per- 
ſon, the Proteſtant Religion, and the well eſtabliſh'd 
Government of his Realm, for. wbich ſeveral of the 
principal Conſpirators ftand impeacb'd by Parliament, 
Therefore in ſuch a time when his Majeſty's Royal 
Perſon, as alſo the Proteſtant Religion, and the Go- 
vernment of the Nation are in moſt eminent Danger, 
they moſt humbly and earneſtly pray that the Parlia- 

ment 
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ment which is proroagu d until the 26th Day of Ja- 
nuary may then ſit, to try the Offenders, and to re- 
dreſs all the moſt important Grievances, no otherwiſe 
to be redreſs d. This Petition, which was a Roll 
of above 100 Yards in length, was preſented b 
Sir Gilbert Gerrard, and eight other Gentlemen of 

ood note. They all fail d of the deſir d effect, 
Fe the Parliament was diffoly'd, and none other 
fate till October following. | 


8 Anſwer. 

How could the Members of the Long Parliament 
be ſaid to be devoted to the Crown, when they were 
for altering the Succeſſion, and ſtriking at the very 
Foundation of Monarchy it ſelf, under the ſpecious 
pretence of Securing the Proteſtant Religion ? As 
for the City of London's Petition, choſe who re- 
member their Practices at that time, can account for 
the Effects of it; and thoſe who have eny knowledge 
of their Proceedings even at this time, and how they 
had like to have been guilty of the ſame Premunire with 
the. Kentiſh-men, but for one ſingle Common-Coun- 
cil-Man's Vote, cannot but be ſatisfied they are as 


ripe for Mutiny, as they were for Rebellion at Edge- 
hill- Fight. 


The Men now in Power have not, it ſeems, 
forgotten how they reſented thoſe Petitions at that 
rime. Their Meaſures then are the very Prece- 
dents they copy after now. Tho *twas then the 
Subject's Right to petition, as I have ſhewn it is 
now; tho the Petitioners took care to keep with- 
inthe Bounds of the Law, yet a Proclamation iſ- 
ſa'd out on the 12th of December, 1679. to pro- 
hibit ſuch illegal and tumultuous Petitioning, as ten- 
ding to Sedition and Rebellion, Beſides, care was 
taken to prevail upon their Friends to procure 
Counter-Addreſſes, wherein the Subſcribers expreſt 
their Abhorrence of Petitioning. 


Anſw. 
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"The Men then in Power preſerv d King Charles the 
Second's Prerogative, by oppoſing ſuch unjuſtifiable | 
Proceedings, and thoſe in Authority now are ready to 
do the ſame by King William's: and if they take the 
Jame Meaſures , they do but follow a good Copy, 
which render d their Predeceſſors Fame of a Loyal 
Savour, and will deduce their own to Poſterity, with- 
out any other Aſſiſtance than its own Merit for its 


Theſe Meaſures that were taken to run down 
this Right of the Subject, and to ſubvert the 
Conſtitution. of Parliament, together with the 

ifpleafure conceiv'd againſt ſome Men of great : 
Pofts in the Law, and Figure in the Civil State, 
for acting Illegally, and giving pernicious Coun- 
cel {as the Commons were pleas'd to term it) 
to bis Majeſty, occafion'd very warm Votes an 
Reſolutions in the next Parliament, which, after 
many Proroguations, fate on the 2 1ſt of October. 
1680. _ continued fitting to the 1oth day of 

anuary following. | | | 

n Within ſix — after their Meeting. (viz. Odo- 
ber the 27th.) immediately after they had agreed 
upon an Addreſs to his Majeſty, wherein they ex- 
preſs'd their Reſolution to purſue with a ſtrif and im- 
partial 2 A the execrable Popiſh Plot, they pro- 
ceeded to Votes about Petitions, Then, as I ob- 
ſerv'd before, twas | 

«© Refolv'd, Nemine Contradicente , That it i 
© and ever hath been, the undoubred Right of 
* the Subjects of a to petition the King 
© for the calling and fitting of Parliaments, an 
« redreifing Grievances, 1 


« Reſolv d, 
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© Neſolv d, That to traduce ſuch Petitioning as 
a Violation of Duty, and to repreſent it to his 

* Maj:ſty as Tumultuous and Seditious, is to be- 
< tray the Liberty of the Subject, and contributes 
to the Deſign of ſubverting the antient legal 
Conſtitutions of this Kingdom, and introducing. 
«ARBITRARY POWER. 4 

*0rder'd, That a Committee be appointedto en- 
I quire of all ſuch ber ſons as have offended againſt | 
© theſe Rights of the Subjects. 8 8 

The next day ( Ofober the 28th ) Sir Francis 
»Whythens, as | have oblery'd betore, being found 
Guilty in this particular, they voted him a Be- 
trayer of the Undoubted Rights of the Subjects of Eng» 
land, and. order'd him to be expell'd the Houle. 
The City of London, having petition'd the Houſe 
againſt Sir George Feffereys their Recorder, and it 
being referr'd to a Committee, they paſs'd this 
Vote on the 12th of November following, 

KReſelv d, That this Committee is of opinion, 
„That by the Evidence given to this Commir- 
tee, it does appear that Sir George Feffereys, Re- 
**corder of the City of London, by traducing and 
* obſtructing Petitioning for the futingof this Par- 
* liament, hath betrayed the Rights ofthe Subject. 
To which the Houſe agreed, and 'rwas order'd, 
That an humble Addreſs be made to his Majeſty 
to remove him out of all publick Offices“. 
They farther Order'd likewiſe, That the Com- 
mittee ſhould enquire into all ſuch perſons as had 
been adviſing or promoting of the late Procla- - 
mation, ſtiled, 4 Proclamation againſt Tumultuous 
Petitioning. The Grand Juries of the Counties of 
Somerſet and Devon having expreſſed their Deteſta- 
tion of ſuch Petitioning, the Houſe on the nine- 
reenth of November order'd that the two Foremen 
of the faid Juries, and two others, ſheuld be ſent 
for in Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, to anſwer 
for Breach of Privilege = they called this Ab. 


hor- 


(50 ) 


borrence of Petitioning) by them committed a- 
gainſt the t:ouſe, The next day they voted, That 
one Thomas Herbert Eſq, ſhould be ſent for in Cu- 
ſtody, for proſecuting Fein Arnold Eſq; at the 
Council-Table, for promoting a Petition, and pro- 
curing Subſcriptions, To them they added two o- 
thers upon the ſame account, whom they call'd, 
Betrayers of the Libertics of the Suijcet. 


Anſwer. 

Meaſures were not taken to run down the Right of 
tie Sulject, but to aſſert that of the Prince, who 
was of too gracious 4 Nature to thnſt after an Ex- 
orbitancy of Power, and of too Fatherly a Diſpoſi- 
tion, not to have a tender regard for the Welfare of 
his People; and an Impartial Enquiry will inform, 
us, that the Cry of the Houſe at that tirae was againſt 
every one that was in Favour of his Prince as a Be- 
trayer of his Country, and an Enemy to that ſort 
of Government they were deſirous of introducing, So 
that it's no wender that Sir George Jeffereys, fer 
adviſing the Citizens, as it was his Duty, not to Pe- 
tition, and Sir Francis W'ythens, for his Abhor- 
rence of Tumultuary. Proceedings, feil under the 
Lib Diſpleaſure of the Houſe, But I cannot but take 
notice that the Houſe in theſe Times of Reforma- 
tion impriſon'd (#hat is, order d Mr. Herbert into 
Cuſtody) one that was nct a Member, which is, a ſuſſi- 
cient Precedent for what has been done of the ſame na- 
ture in this Parliament, 


On Wedneſday the fifth of Fanuary, the Com- 
mons order'd an Impeachment againſt Sir Fran- 
cis North, Chiet Juſtice of the Common Pleas ; Sir 
Milliam Scroggs, Chief Juſtice of the Kings Bench, 
Sir Themas Fones, one of the Juſtices of the ſame 
Bench, and Sir Richard Weſton, one of the Ba- 
rons of rhe Exchequer. Sir Francis Nerth's Crime 
was, That he (as appear'd by tac Confeſlion — 

b | ime 
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Attorney-General before the Houſe: on Nedneſday 
the 4th of November.) was, Adviſing and aſſiſting 
in drawing up and paſſing the Proclamations againſt 
Tumultuous Petitions. Againlt Sir William Scroggs 
and Sir Themas Fones there were a great many 
Complaints, which occa{12n'd many Reſolutions 
of the Houſe, and Votes againſt them. One of 
the great Complaints was, That when the Grand- 
Jury which ſerv'd for the Hundred of Oſſulſton 
in the County of Middleſex, attended the Kings- 
Bench with a Petition, which they defir'd the 
Court to preſent in their Name to his Majeſty, 
for the fitting of that Parliament, the Chief ſu- 
ſtice ſaid, he would diſpatch them preſently ; 
That they took it ill to have a Petition offer'd to 
alter the King's Mind contrary to his Proclama- 
tion; That when there were ſeveral Preſent- 
ments againſt Papiſts and other Offenders, they 


diſcharg'd the Grand Jury four days before the 


end of the Term, which was never done before; 


This Act they voted Arbitrary, Illegal, and a high 


Miſdemeanour, ſeveral days before this Impeach- 
ment was arderd. One of Mr. Baron i/:/ton's 

reat Crimes was, That, in an extraordinary 
kind of Charge given the Aſſizes before at King- 
ſton (in the County of Surrey) he inveigh'd very 
much againſt Farel, Luther, Calvin and Juingliut, 
condemning them as Authors of the Reformati- 
on: Which was againſt their Princes Minds; and 
then adding to this purpoſe : Zuinglius ſer up his 
Fanaticiſmsi, and Calvin built ca that bleſſed Foun- 
dation: and to ſpeak Truth, all his Diſciples are ſea- 
ſon'd with ſuch a ſharpneſs of Spirit, that it much 
concerns Mapiſtrates to keep a ſtreight hand over them; 
and now they are reſtleſs, amuſing. us with Fears, 
AND NOTHING WILL SERVE THEM 
BUT A PARLIAMENT. For my part, I 
know no Repreſentative of the Nation but the K ING ; 
all Power centers in Him. 'Tis true, he does intruſt it 
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with his Miniſters, but be is the ſole Repreſentative ; 
and i faith he has Wiſdom enough to intruft it no more 
in theſe Men. who have given us ſuch late Examples 
of their Wiſdom and Faithfulneſs, Theſe Words 


(which were witpeſſed by ſeveral perſons, ſome of 
whom put them immediately in writing) made 


the Committee before whom they were prov'd 
come to this Reſolution, ©* That the ſaid Expreſ- 
* ſions in the Charge given by the ſaid Baron 
„Maſton, were 2 Scandal to the Reformation, in 
* derogation of the Rights and Privileges of Par- 
© liaments, and tending to raiſe Diſcord between 
his Majeſty and his Subjects. ; 


Anſwer, . 
Their Impeachment of the Judges is much of the 
fame Complexion with their Treatment of thoſe la#t 


mentioned; and Petitions againſt Proclamations look 


Jo very like a Defiance of the Deſigns of em, that it 


was wholly neceſſary to ſuppreſs em, in order to keep 
the Publick Peace, But we have a more clear Indica- 
tion of their Tempers as well as Religion, from their 
Vote, That it was a Scandal to the Reformation for 
Mr. Baron Weſton ro call Zuinglius his Principles 
Fanaticiſms, and to ſay Calvin and Luther built 
upon the ſame bleſſed Foundation, ſince they were 
altogether very diſtant from the Articles of Religion 
profeſs*d in the Church of England by Law eſta- 
liſhed, 25 a 


Two days after that the Commons agreed up- 
on Impeaching theſe Great Men of the Law (who 


every ane came under the publick Cenſure for 


appearing Abherrers of Petitioning forthe Sitting of 
the Parliament) they fell into other Votes. which 
ſhew'd what it was they wanted a Parliament 
for. Upon a Meſſage ſent to them from his Ma- 
jeſty. they came to theſe ſeveral Reſolutions fol- 


lowing : | 
: * Reſolv'd, 


E tel Ab A Aden... — 
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N , That it is the Opinion of this Houſe 1 
TE. 4 « Tha chere is no Security or Safety for the Pro- F 
5 « reſtant Religion, the King's Life, or the Well = 
| * conſtituted and Eftabliſh'd Government of this 1 
| Kingdom, without g a Bill for Diſablin | | 
| „games Duke of York to inherit the Imperial 
Crown of E and treland, and the Domini- 
< ons and Territories thereunto belonging: And 
to rely upon any other Means or Remedies 
* without ſucha Bill, is not only i but 
dangerous. Fre 
Holo d, That his Majeſty in his laſt Meſſage 
11 < having affur'd this Houſe of his Readineſs to 
» is & concurin all other Means for the Preſervation of 
* the Proreſtant Religion, this Houſe doth de- 

* clare, That until a Bill be likewiſe paſs'd for 
* Excluding the Duke of York, this 
not give any Supply to his Majeſty, with- 
© our Danger to his Majeſty's Perſon, extreme 
Hazard ot the Proteſtant Religion, and Unfaith- 
« fulneſs to thoſe by whom this Houſe is en. 

| * truſted. | 7 
* Reſolv'd, That all Perſons who advis'd his 
* Majeſty in his laſt Meſſage to this Houſe, to in- 
< fiſt upon an Opinion againſt the Bill for Exclu- 
_ © ding the Duke of Jork, have given icious 
al” * Councel to his Maieſty, and are PROMO. 
„ TERS OF POPERY, AND EN 1 
STS THE KING AND KING. — 
cc 1 | 
After theſe General Reſolutions, they ran into 
ſevere Votes and Reſolutions againſt Ges-e E. of 
Hal---x, H--ry Mar--qs of Wor---er, H---ry E. dr 
Cla---on, Law---ce H. de Eſq; Le- E. of Fev---am. 
A Motion was alſo made for an Addreſs to his 
Majeſty to remove Ed--rd Sey--r Eſq; from his 
1 1 Council and Preſence, but it was ad- 

journ'd to the Moxday following, which was the 
day on which the Parliament was prorogu'd. 
: © 


can- 


—_— 
The reaſon perhaps why they did not preſs this 
Motion, was becauſe; they had agreed upon Ar- 
ticles of [Impeachment againſt him, upon other 
ſcores, - juſt twenty days before. 


2 "Anſwer. [ 

After they had, as it were, quarrelld with their 
God, n the Vindication of falſe Doctrines, and what 
was diſſonant to the Liturgy of theſe Nations, it was 
but natural for *em to. fall upon their Prince, and 
wound his Honour in the Perſon of his Royal Brother 
and Succeſſor. The Bill of Excluſion was à thing tobe 
agreed upon in return to His Myeſty's moſt gracicus 
Meſſage, and the celebrated Names that begr the Roy- 
al Unfortunate Company, among ſt whom is the pre- 
ſent, Earl of Rocheſter , vνπ Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, and his preſent Majeſty's Uncle and Coun- 
cellor, were to be Sharers with him in his Misfor- 
tunes and the Loſs of his Inheritance. Oh the Efiron- 
tery !. (to make uſe of his own words) none but a Cal- 
viniſt would write in behalf of ſuch ſhameleſs Endea- 
vours, and none but a murmuring Puritan 'would de- 
fend em. 5 | 


Their warm Proceedings, and their inſiſting 
upon that particular Method to ſecure the Prote- 
ſtant: Religion, occaſion'd not only the Proroga- 
tion of this Parliament on the 1oth of Fanuary, 
but of the following Parliament likewiſe at Oxford, 
which met the 21ſt of March, and was diſmiſs'd 
on the 2.8th as ſoon as they read the Bill of Exclu- 
ſion brought in there. On the roth of January 
the Houſe of Commons knowing that they were 
to be rorogu d, before the Prorogation came to 
ſeveral Reſolutions, twoof which I ſhall here take 
notice of. 7 4 + l HT 
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1. © Reſolv'd, That whoſoever advis'd his Ma- 
« Jeſty to prorogue this Parliament to any other 
“ purpoſe than in order to the paſſing of a Bill for 


*theExcluhon of Fames Duke of York, is a Betray- 


© er of the King, the Proteſtant Religion, and of 
*© the Kingdom of England, A PROMO TER 
*OF TH E FRENCH INTEREST, 
*AND A PENSIONER TO FRANCE. 

2. Reſolv d, That the Thanks of this Houſe 
* begiventothe CITY OF LONDON, for 
* their manifeſt Loyalty to the King, their Care, 
Charge, and Vigilance for the Preſervation of 
* his Majeſty's Perſon, and of the Proteſtant Reli- 
* gion”. This Care and Concern which the City 
of London ſhew'd tor the Proteſtant Religion, in 
that time of imminent Danger, appeagd in many 
Inſtances,and in two particularly, which the Houle 
thought did then deſerve a gratetul Acknowledge- 
ment, firſt in petitioning the King for the Sitting 
of that Parliament; ſecondly, in voting an Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty to declare their Loyalty; and 
to petition him that the Parliament might fit until 
Proteſtantiſm was ſecur'd. 


Anſwer. F an 

Their warm Proceedings in thoſe days were not ſo 
much the effett of their Zeal for the Proteſt ant Religion, 
as their Hatred for the Perſon of the Duke of York 
who, if any thing could have gain'd upon their Reſent- 
ments, or abated their Diſpleaſure, was at that time 
accounted one of the fineſt Princes in Europe, (not- 
withſtanding his late Degeneracy) and had done things 
for the Publick Service, which had the Acknowledgments 
of all Chriſtian Princes, and would have work'd upon 


any bodies Temper, but the minds of ſome men that 


were prejudic d and embitter'd againſt him: And the 
two Refolurions, One of Cenſure, by which we may 
ſee they were of the ſame Stamp with ſome that would 
govern- in the Houſe now, from their being. T1 - 


Ms». ad . „ — Wes 2 — a — — vt 


(56) 


PROMOTE THE FRENCH INTE. 
REST, „ PENSIONERS TO FRANCE, 
while they were ſerving their Country; and the Ocher 


of Thanks, by way of Acknowledgment to the City of 
London, for their greer Loyalty to the King, while 
they were excluding his only Brother from his Righs of 
Inberitance, and the care thy bad for the Security of 
Proteſtantiſm, at the ſame time as Defamatory Pi. 
Fures and Libels were handed about to traduce the 
Hierarchy, and depreti ate the Eſteem which was had 
for the Sacred Order of Bifbops. Thanks be tu God, 
the Tide is turm d once more in eur days, and honeſ? 
Men have the [atisfdflion of ſceing a Majority in the 
Canrt ef Aldermen that are true Sons to the Church of 
„aud the Lieutenancy in all probability wil 
in due time be ſo ſettled, that it may be ſaid of our 
Landon Epiſcopal Churches, The Gates of Hell 
ſhall not il againſt m. 


Having given this Account of the Proceedings 
both of the Courtiers and Houſe of Commons, the 
one to run down, the other to aſſert the Subjects 
Right of Petitioning in thoſe days: I muſt crave 
leave to take notice of what paſled afterwards, be- 
cauſe twill be of uſe to us in the matter I am 
now treating of. | 

Alter the Diſſolution of the Oxford Parliament, 
the King publiſh'd a Declaration, wherein he 
vouchfat'd re declare the Canſes and Reaſons of his 
Aliens to his People. It might very well be ima- 
gin d, that after the People had fo univerſally pe- 
tition'd for a Sitting of the laſt Parliament at Weſt- 

ter, to ſecure their Religion and Liberties, 
which the Conſpirators were now attacking with 
the utmoſt vigor, they were more than a little a- 
larum'd to fee that and the ſucceeding Parliament 
at Oxford ſo ſoon diflolv'd, and that deny'd them 
which they thought the only Security for their 
Religion. He begins therefore with telling * 


\ 
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That 'twas with exceeding great trouble that he was 
brought to diſſolve the two laſt Parliaments.” *T were 
wall that thoſe who in their Votes concerning the 
Kentiſh Petit ion, ſhew'd that they have not for- 
gotten the Spirit of the Courtiers at that time, as 
to their Abhorrence of Petitioning, had remem- 


ber'd their other Reſentments, expreſs'd in this 


Declaration, as the Reaſons for Diſſolving that 


Parliament. 
Anſwer. 


His Majeſty, as a Wiſe and Indulgent Prince, that 
had a Fatherly Concern for his People, and a Tender- 
neſs of Nature that was deriv'd from that Auguſt 
Family which he ow'd his Being to, was loth that his 


SubjeAs ſhould interpret his Actions otherwiſe than 


they were deſign'd, and put an evil Conſiruttion. on 
what was intended to promote the Publick Trangui- 
lity : He therefore iſſued out his Reaſons by way of 
Proclamation, and the indiſpenſable Neceſſity he lay 
under of Diſſolving that Parliament, that /o deſpight- 
fully uſed the Royal Authority, and ſet at nought + 
the Deſires and Requeits of God's Anointed ; and what 
was urged in behalf of his Proceedings, carry d. ſuch 
convincing Proofs with it, at the time of its being 
made Publick, that it ſettled the Minds of thoſe that 
were wavering in their Duties, and was attended with 
ſuch good Effects, that Addreſſes came to his ſacred hands - 
inſtead of inſolent Petitions, and the moſt thinking 
part of the World was ſatisfied from his Majeſt'ys 
Actions that he poſtpon d his own Profit to their Ad- 
vantage and Ea. 10 | 


(58) 

One Complaint is, That the Commons made ar. 
bitary illegal Orders, fer taking Perſons into Cuſtody 
for matters that had no relation to Privilege of Par- 
liament. Was it at that time arbitrary and ille- 

al to take thoſe degenerate Wretches into Cuſto- 
y, who publiſh d under their Hands Abhorren- 
ces of Parliaments, and of thoſe who in humble 
and lawful Manner petitioned for their Sitting 
in a time of ſuch extream Nece:lity ; and is it 
not now ſo to impriſon and confine Men for 
doing their Duty to their King and Country, no 
otherwiſe than the Law preſcribes ? Is it a great- 
er Breach of Privilege to ſhew a Letter written 
by Sir Ed --rd Se----r, than. ir compliance with 
a ſtrange arbitar illegal Proclamation, to run 
down the Subject's Right of Petitioning; and 
thus, in effect, to ftrike at Parliaments them 
ſelves, and endeavour to wound the Conſtitution ? 
What would Mr. Bo- u have faid to this? Sure- 
ly he muſt have bluſh'd ro ſee his old Friends, 
whoſe Intereſt he then ſerv'd, in running down 
the Commons Power of impriſoning, exerciſe ſuch 
Acts of Power as were never heard of in England 
before. Tom Sheridan, who labour'd in the ſame 
Cauſe, and wrote againſt that Power of the Com- 
mons, Which he felt in his own Perfon, with as 
much Warmth as *twas pollible for Bo to do, 
did he ſee theſe things, wou'd be able perhaps, to 
behold them wi.h little aſtoniſhment. He knew 
the Frailty of Human Nature, and carried much 
of it about in his own Body; for after he had 
taken a great deal of Pains ( as alſo the Royal 
Scribes of thoſe times, and his Religion did ) in 
decrying Fenaticiſm and Republican Principles, in 
crying up Epiſcopacy and the Church of England, 
and reſcuing the Minds of Men from thoſe 
groundleſs Fears of Popery, which were running 
them into Meaſures pernicious to the Duke his 
Maſter's 


4. 
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Maſter's Intereſt ; he ſaw, poor Man, Popery ram- 

ant, and a Popiſh King in Ergland; he ſaw the 

ſhops, and (which he could not but wonder 
at) was glad to ſee them, in the Tower; and; 
which muſt be the greateſt wonder of all to ſuch 
à zealous Churchmin as he was, he ſaw himſelf a 
__ It wou'd therefore be now the leſs ſur- 
priſing to him, to ſee his old loyal Friends turn'd 
downright Republicans, and as violent in the 
Houte of Commons for illegal and arbitrary impri- 
ſoning, as.they were againſt that, and all other 
Power in the Commons. 


Anſwer. 


The Complaint had all manner of Fuſtice in its ſide, 


ſince it was certainly a diminution of the Regal Au- 


thority, and deſtruct ive of the King's Prerogative, to 


impriſon thoſe faithful and affectionate Subjects, that 

had made a tender to him of their Allegiance and Ser- 

vices ; and the Declaration could not be illegal, ſince 

it was His Majeſty's Right to iſſue it forth; nor arbi- 

trary, becauſe it contain'd nothing in it that promoted 
ſuch violent Methods, and was the reſult of the King*s 

Will and Pleaſure, in conjunction with the Advice of 
his Privy Council, according to Form, and the ſtand- 

ing Rules ¶ the Land: therefore the compliance with 
it could not wound the Conſtitution, or ſtrike at the 
Honour of Parliaments, when the ill Offices that were 

done to Sir Edward Seymour in relation to the Let- 
ter he makes mention, was a manifeſt Breach of 
Privilege, and highly injurious to the Dignity 
thoſe he repreſented had intruſted him with the pre- 
ſervation of. 


12 Another 
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Another Complaint in the Declaration, and a 
Reaſon given for diſſolving thoſe Parliaments, is 
the ir ſtrange illegal Votes, declaring divers eminent 
Perſons to be Enemies to the King and Kingdom, 
and deſiring to have them remov d from the King's 
Council — Preſence, without am Order or Proceſs of 
Law, any Hearing of their Defence, or any Proof ſo 
muCh as offer'd, a a1 them. The Perſons here 
pointed at in the Declaration are very well known, 

5 is the Crime for which they are Declar'd Eue- 
mies to the King and Kingdom. Time has ſhewn 
whether rhoſe Parliaments had reaſon to expreſs 
their Reſentments againſt thoſe Men who adher'd 
to the Duke of York's intereſt. Had they been 
leſs warm for him, they had, perhaps, been kind- 
ter to their Religion and Country. Tis certain 

hat extraordinary Artifices were made uſe of to 
ſupport his Intereſt. Such 1 may call this very 
Declaration, which thought it was reckon'd for 


very good Reaſons, to be contriv'd by a great 


ench Miniſter, tho it came not out under the 


Great Seal, and was only ſubſcrib'd by Francis 
Gwyn the Clerk of the Council, yet was read pub- 
lickly in the Churches. . Such 1 may reckon the 
A lureſſes contriv d and ſent up by Men of the 
ſame Leven with the former Abhorrers: Wherein 
ſome aſcribe it to his Majeſty's Wiſdom and Soveraign 
Authority, that we are not relapſing into the Miſe- 
ries and Confuſions of Tyranny and Uſurpation, by 
the ſubtil Artifice and Cunning Contrivances of the 
old ENEMIES OE THE MON ARCHY AND 


"THE CHURCH. Others, That it is the Ring- 


dom Intereſt to centinue the Sucteſſion in its due and 

right Line; and take upon them to thank his Ma- 
jeſt „for his unclterable Reſolutions to preſerve the 
Crown in its due and legal Courſe of Deſcent ; and un- 
dertake te ſacrifice their Lives to preſexve the King's 


Heirs end lawful Succeſſors : And offer their Lives 


and 


1 
and Fortunes te his Majeſty's diſpeſal far this purpoſe. 
It muſt be aſton iſhing as well as ſurpriſing X * | 
Days, that when Petitions had been nor only diſ- 
countenanc'd, but forbidden by Proclamations, Ad- 
dreſſes ſhould ſo ſoon after be encourag d and pro- 


* moted ; eſpecially when we conſider that the 


Petitions were in reference to matters which 
every Body underſtood, and in relation to things 
wherein the Law juſtified the Petitioners : Where- 
as Addreſſes reſpeQed Matters which very few - 
underſtood, and which the Law no way authori- 
ſes privare Men to meddle with, and which none 
fave a Parliament have Power to decide or deter- 
mine, If change of Parties in St. Szephens Chappel 
make it not aſtoniſhing to us now toſee a H-—-ſe 
of Com. - treat Gentlemen ſo ſeverely as this has 
done for preſenting a legal Petition, when another 
Houſe has called others to account for expreſſin 
their Abhorrence of Petitioning ; yet it mu 
ſeem a little {irange, to ſee thoſe who promoted 
Addreſſes to the ing to ſecure the Intereſt of a 
* Succeſſor, impriſon ſo many Gentlemen of 
orth and Note in their Country, for addreſſing 
them, and praying in the moſt difficult Times we 
ever ſell into, that our Religion and Safety may 


effectually be provided for, and that a King, who 


under God has preſery'd the Proteſtant Religion, 


may be enabled to aſſiſt his Allies, and conſequently 


preſerve our Religion and Liberties. Bur if no- 
thing of this be ſtrange, is it not a little amazing 
to compare ſome Mens Proceedings againſt o. 
thers, with thoſe Remonſtrances to the Nation 
publiſh'd in the Houſes of God, where they com- 
plain of Eminent Perſons being voted Enemies to the 
King and Kingdon, and addreſs'd againſt ro have 
them remov'd from the King's Council and Preſence, 
without any Order or Proceſs of Law, any Hearing of 
their Defence? Were ſuch Votes and Addreſſes 
greater Hardſhips in the Reign of a King my 

made 


(62) - | 
made it his Rule to heap Favours en thoſe who © 
were under the Diſpleaſure of the Houſe of Com- 

mons, than they are under a Prince, whom the 
Commons reckon oblig'd in a manner to comply 
with them in all their ! ? | 


Anſwer. 


To it could not be arbitrary in the King to iſſue 
forth a Declaration according to Law, twas a high 
Preſumption in the Subject to declare divers Eminent 
Perſons to be Enemies to the King and Kingdom, 
Sc. for adhering only to His Majefty's Intereſt, and 
the due Succeition of the Royal Family. The Caſe 
of thoſe' Noble Peers was hugely diftant from that 
of the Lords lately e who had Articles in 
due Form and Courſe exhibited againſt em for high 
Crimes and real Miſdemeanours, not thoſe that were 
ctitious, and not proſecuted for want of Evidence; 
and any one that has any remembrance of Ki ng 
CHARLES the Second, and calls to mind his 
Clearneſs of Wit, and Vivacity of Ex fon, can 
never think he food in need of a Frenc 
dictate to him, or « Foreign Amanuenſis to put 
his Words in due Form for him. As for the Charge 
he lays upon thoſe Worthy Gentlemen who could not 
have committed the Kentiſh Petitioners without 4 

ority, I dare affirm that Ten of em never ſate 
in the Oxford Parliament; and if the Commons 
of England have oblig d his preſent MajeRty in the 
Grant of All, at leaſt the Chick of his Deſires, 
it is but a reciprocal Obligation that lies upon 
Him to gratifie them with a Compliance to their 
Requefts, that are not detrimental to his Kingly 
Authority. | PEN 
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® From what L have ſaid. it appears when, and 
upon what account the Subjects Right of Petiti- 


oning was run down. As the Petitions offer d by 
the People were for the Sitting of the Parliament, 
and that, to have their Religion and Liberty ſe- 
cur'd in a time of great and manifeſt Danger: So 
were the Abhorrences of thoſe Petitions ſer a 
four Parliaments diſſolv'd, the King's Declaration 
containing the Reaſon of it publiſh'd in Churches, 
and the Thanks iving Addreſſes to his majeſty aſter- 
wards r to defeat the Meaſures then taken 
for the Preſervation of our Religion and to ſe- 
cure the Duke of York's peaceable Succeſſion to 
the Crown. If there be any who conſider, That 
thoſe who have a concern for the Proteſtant Reli- 
ion, muſt apprehend ar leaſt as much Evil from 
K. J. or his Family's returning now, as from his 
Succeſſion at that time, and that as it is of as great 
Importance to the Affairs of Fance to have him 
on the Throne, or Confuſion in England, as then 
it was; ſo Count Tard muſt be as induſtrious 
in taking Meaſures to ſerve his Maſter, as Mr. 
Bar----0n was in thoſe Days: It muſt be a v 
melancholy Reflection to them, to think how 
diftering the Temper of the Co. u. of England 
now is from what it was then: And to ſee the 
Power in their Hands, who were 1n all thoſe 
Court-meaſures which, Pm afraid, have not yet 
had their worſt Effects. 


Anſwer. 


The Commons of. England have a&ed this laſt 
Seſſions ſo little favourably to King James his In- 
tereſt, that howſoever induftrious Count Tallard 
might be for His and his Mafter's Service, he met 
with very ill Succeſs ; which convinces me that he 


vas not ſo laviſh of his Louis-d'Ors as our Author 


would 


„ 
would intimate, who ſeems to be altogether in the 
dark, and 4. n the knowledge of that 
Mini ter, Golden Negotiations, as any man 
breathing. Aud the King of France has other Fiſh 
to fry in tbe Spaniſh Territories about the Succeſſion, 
then to be at liberty at this time to afſert 4 Prince's 
Title be has already relinguiſh'd in the late Articles of 
Peate, and. declar'd to be of no Force by his owning 
King William: Aonſirur Barillon's Induſtry to 
ſerve his Maſter was at 4 time when the eyes of «ll 
our Europe were fx d on the Inclination of this 
Court, and other Princes waited to take their Meaſures 
from the Diſcoveries that could be made of which 
fide and would take, that of France or Spain : 
and the French Miniſter of a later date employ d hu 
Artifices to bring over ſome Courtiers to his fide, who 
were neither honeſt enough to reſift Temptations, nor 
bad Love enough to their Prince and Country, not 
to forward the Intereft of another Monarch by the 
Treaty of Partition. But 4s for Engagements made 
with Senators, or Gifts diftributed to dran over the 
Country Party to his Maiter's fide, not 4 Reſolution 

made during this whole Seſſion of Parliament has 
given the leaft grounds for ſuch a Suſpicion, but on 
the contrary, has made appear to all Chriſtendom 
that the Exorbitant Greatneſs of France was an Eye- 
fore to them, and they unanimouſly voted ſuch Mea- 
ſares to be taken as might ſtrengthen our Alliance 
with our old Friend and Confederate the Emperour, 
and in Conjunction with the States of Holland. enable 
bim to make good his Pretenſions to the Dominion 
of Spain, which had been. in the Auſtrian Fa- 
mily for ſome Ages, and were fraudulently uſurp'd 
by a Toung Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon. | 
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-. Good-natur'd People, who are as far from 
deing ſuſpicious of others, as they are from 
evil Deſigns themſelves, do, I know, judge 
thoſe Men too ſevere in their Cenſures, who 
| think that in the Treatment of the Kexri/h Pe- 
| titioners there were the fame Regards and De- 
figns that were formerly in their Abhorrences and 
Addreſſes: Or that this was done to .gratify 
Count Ta---rd, and; by ſtriking a Terror, to 
prevent the People from running univerſally in- 
ro Petitions and Addreſſes, and conjuring up a 
Spirit in the Nation which might be very pre- 
judicial ro his Maſter's Affairs. Tis true in- 
deed, they do, and muſt own, that /tis hard to 
account for the Severity of their Proceedings ; 
That when the Law has in expreſs Words pro- 
"vided that People may petition the Parliament, 
they ſhou'd place ſuch an Affront on the Coun- 
ty of Kent ( I ſhou'd = the whole Kingdom of 
England) and to impriſon their Delegates after 
the manner they did. If every Part of the Pe- 
tition was not ſo nicely worded as they wou'd 
have it, wou'd it not be ſufficient to reprove . 
them for it? Wou'd no leſs Puniſhment than 
Impriſonment do? If any of their own Members 
be at any time tax'd for ſpeaking amiſs, they are 
ſuffer d to explain themſelves ; why ſhould not 
they allow others to do the ſame? It there 
was any thing in the Petition which the Houſe 
thought a Reflection, one of the Gentlemen 
told Sir Tbe--us Ogl. p, they wou'd declare at 
the Bar of the Houſe that twas what they did 
not deſign, and wou'd ask Pardon for it; but 
nothing wou'd ſerve that Plenipotentiary's turn 
but to have them declare that they were ſorry 
for preſenting the Petition, which they never 
wou'd do. 8 
Anſw. Whatever he means by good - natur'd 
People, it is not my Buſineſs to explain, but I dare 
| K | affirm 


My 


DT eee ——— ̃ ͤ ——— 
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rr that any Perſon of leſs Simplicity than « 


mere Natural, with 4 Rye can out the 
or Nur, . 4s A the owes to 


= Charles the' Firſt, and might have had the 
ſame Co s in creating 4 M ſunderſtanding 
and People, bed not the Prudence 
8 timely prevented the ſpreading of the 

Di 7, like Ski * fo make ne of 
* 4 Remedies, ſuch as 2 to ſtop the 


han, 1 the Ga , 1 7 ſincera tra- 


diffnſe it ſelf amidſt the Vi- 
„ the —_ of yoee 7755 Me 
2 ado s in King Charles the 2d's Time 
not aim at ** — (or rather Swppreſſion) 
of the Legiſlative Author i, th wan For for the Ad- 
5 

ity of the King, t = e 
{rig 1 the Pres erogative. 210 — . of 
the Subjett ; 7 bt as — 
Inſt ance before us was for placing the w 


therity in the P le that ſent it, * ale 
— the Likery 2. Adviſing thoſe whom they 


ſeek Advice from * did in a manner 

lare War, and cry ont, 70 your Tents, O 
Iſrael. Now the Queſtion is, whether Count Ta- 
lard*s Lovis d' O'rs Fades their Progreſs into 
Kent, 2 f making 4 Viſu to St. Stephen's 
Chappel ( as our ths would perſwade the World) 


far is it's 44 clear as the Light it ſelf, to be the only 
way to ſet theNation t es by the Ears and create 
Inteſti ae Diviſions was t to advance a Propoſition that 
one Third of em did not think adviſable for their 
Safety ; and a the Trumpet for 4 War, when 
they were yet langniſhing under the Effecl: of it, 
and were ſo far from being recover d to their 
former, State of Health by 4 Peace, that the 
ſent Tranquility we enjoy, muſt have ſome Tears . 
continuance before we can be pefott'y able ro taſt 
the Sweets of it. 

3 That 


* 


067) 
That which gave . offence was, calli 
their Addreſſes Lozal: If they were Lo 
it cou'd be no Refle&ion to call them fo; i 
they were not, they had Reaſon I confeſs to 
think it a Jeer, and at the ſame time the oughs 
to conſeſs that 'twas what they delerv d It is 
moſt certain, that the Deſign of the Gentlemen 
who ſign'd that Petition, was to ſerve their 
Country by it, which they did effectually: the 
Methods then that they made uſe of muſt be 
ſuch as they thought r for that end; 
wherefore the Goodneſs and Sincerity of their 
Intentions muſt filence every thing that can be 
ſaid againſt their way of expreſling themſelves. 
Anſw. Alen are apt to make a Fudgment of the 
Sincerity of People's Intentions from their Ex- 
preſſions, aud where undutiful Hords are made 
muſe of, there, we may preſume, are ſome Deſigns 
falling from Obedience, The Epithet LOYAL _ 
was given to the Parliament Addreſſe:-by way of 
IRONY, ot 4s if they were not actually ſo, and 
ſhew'd the Deſign of the Kentiſh Petitioners was 10 
defame em, by ſaying as much as, their Hearts 
were open and ready to make His. Majeſty a 
Tender of their Obedience, but their Purſes 
were ſhut, and contradicted their fair Speeches 
by refuſing to give him Aſſiſtance. FF this ve 
not an indecent Reflection upon the Honour of Par- 
liaments, let the Pamphleteer tell me what it, and 
if he can produce an Inſtance of ſo contumactons 4 
ature ani of thoſe Reverential Addrefles 
which he c 9 T fairly n my 
. the wang, and ſuerte the Trath of 
be lays down for unqueſtionable Verity. 
The Cenſure of the Commons is very ſevere, 
they tell us the Petition is ſcandalbus, inſolem, 
ſeditiaus, tending to deſtroy the Coeſti ] Par- 
liament, and ſubvert the eftabiiþ 1 of 
this Realm. By the Harſhneſs of the Expreſſions, | 
IS * a 


wh (63) | 
z Man wou'd think that this Petition were an 


Addreſs to a King, or a Remonſtrance that 


| charg'd him with a felonious Conſpiracy', or 


making a Treaty in its own Nature wnjuſt. How 


can it be ſcandalous or inſolem for ſo conſidera- 
ble a Branch of the Enz/iſh Nation to preſent 
an humble Petition to their Delegates, and pray 
their Attorneys (as Members were formerly 
call'd) to take care of the Buſineſs they intruſt- 
ed them with? How can it be ſeditions to ſhew 

an extraordinary and unparallell'd Zeal for the 
Kihg, to-pray that he my be enabled to af 
2 — Allies, and that God may long continue his 
propitions and unblemiſ d Reign over i? How 
can it tend to deſtroy the Conſtitution of Parliament, 
and ſubvert the eſtabliſh'd Government of this 
Realm, to pray to have thoſe things done, 
which are abſolutely neceſſary to prevent our 
falling into the hands of thoſe Enemies who 
will certainly d the Conſtitution of Parlia- 


went, and ſubvert the- eſtabliſh d Government of 


this Realm. The laſt Weſtminſter Parliament in 
the Reign of K Charles II. Refolv'd, Nemine 
Contradicente, (as I obſervd before) That to 
traduce Petitioning as a Violation of Duty, and to 
reſent it to his Majeſty as tumultuous and ſe- 
u, #5 to betray the Liberty of the Subject, and 
Later to the Defign of ſubverting the antient 
iſtituti on of tit Kingdom, and introducing 
power, This Parliament reſolves, that 
Petition tends to deſtroy the Con- 
iamente, and to ſubvert the effabliſh- 
F this Realm. Tis very ſtrange 
Toa, and to petition ſhou'd 

r the Conſtitution. 
of the Commons in Refe- 
ſo neceſſary at - that jun- 
* tax'd with Severity, 
n from entring into 
Flott 


think themſelves aggriev'd? 


— — — —————— — —U— ES 
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Plots and Parties, and confederating for each o- 


thers imaginary Security; and the Expreſſtons in is 
are much more unblameable, than what was made uſo 
of in the Remon'trance it Cenſur'd ; and the Conn- 
ty of Kent have made themſelves ſo Inconſidera- 


| ble a Part of the Nation 6y the Preſentment of it, 


that it was requiſite _ Gentlemen who repreſent- 
ed the Whole /hou'd let em know it. It's a war- 
rantable thing 10 "ay for his Majeſty, but it's 
cert ainly unjuſt and unmannerly to revile the Re- 
preſentatives of his Subjects, it cannot be ſeditiong 
to ſend up Emreaties to Heaven to _ the eſta- 
bliſh'd Government, but it looks like ſomething of 
the ſame mutinous Complexion, to give Hints in 4 
Petition as if it were in danger, and diſquiet the 
Minds of the People by acquainting em, that 


Matters were not fairly carried, when the Seſſion , 


has concluded with all imaginable Advantage to the 
Publich, by the Prudent Management of our Wiſe 
225 — es 1 
If it be the undoubted Right of the Subject to 
petition, twill be very eaſy to determin which 
of the two Reſolations is righteſt; and if we com- 
are the former Inclinations of a Party with their 
Jate Proceedings, twill be evident to us, how 


the laſt Refolution * to be wrong. But 
etis ſaid that there is ſome thing particular in 


the Petition, which juſtifies this Reſolution; the 
Petition directs the Houſe of Commons, and 
tells them what — ſhall do; this, they ſay, 
is inſolent, and tends to deſtroy the Conſtitution of 
Parliament, and to ſubvert the eftabliſh d Govern- 
ment of this Realm, Very ſtrange! Can any 
Man or Body of Men offer a Petition to others, 
that is not liable to the ſame Cenſure? Does 
not their Petitioning plainly ſay, that they 
Does not their 
Prayer direct thoſe to whom they addreſs, what 
they are ta do? But how this Petition - the 
ran 


7 - 
* 


were not 


— . 


that 

Member of that Venerable Aſſembly. their Re- 

entatives were not Wiſer than * — Why 
did they Chuſe em? If they were not above being 
Directed, and Capable of making Proviſion for the 
Security of the Publick, Why were they Entruſted 
withthe Preſervation of their Liberties and all that 
was Valuable to Men, as Rational Creatures ? : 
Had this 8 1 which 4 — humble Pe- 
tition, carry'd Authority and Power in it; 
had they pretended to a Right to com- 
mand the Houſe of Commons to do what 
they woud have them, I cannot ſee how 
even ſuch an aſſuming Addreſs as this cou'd 
bring our Conſtitution into any great hazard. 
Shou'd the whole Freeholders of the County of 
Kent join unanimouſly in ſuch an Addreſs, yet 
wou'd the Power and Authority of the Repre- 
ſentatives of the Freemen of Eng/and, and the 
Conſtitutionof Parliament, reſt very ſecure in the 
Judgment of the reſt of the People, who wou'd 
never juſtify ſuch an Uſurp'd Authority. An 
uſurp'd Authority I call it, and mult ſubſcribe to 
that, as what I take to be very moderate and 
juſt, which Colonel Algernon Sidney ſays in that 
Diſcourſe which coſt him his Life; I believe 
ays he, that the Powers of every County, cin gud 


rr .. 


— it ſelf 4 ny Set | 
11 4 — 5 8 | 
hand the — Tis not t fer 
KENT or SUSSEX, "LEWIS or MAIDSTONE, 
but for the whole Nation tber the Members choſen 


in thoſe Places are ſemt to ſerve in Parliament : 
2 fit for ory As — the 


> the 75 


perly oblig —— to give acrount 0 * * — 
upleſs — whole Body of the Nation for which — 
ſerve, and who are equally concern d in their Reſo: 
tions, cou d be 4 261d. This being — 
ble, the only Puniſhment to which — are ſulject, 
if they betray their Truſt, is SCORN, INFAMT, 

» HATRED, AND 4 ASSURANCE OF BE- 
ING REFECTED WHEN THEY SHALL A- 
G AIN SEEK THE SAME HONOUR. | 

Anſw. But ſuppoſe this Humble Perition of: | 
um d pr 440 2 not the F Ay Petitioners + 
as it where was : 
2 it? Suppoſe it 420 no ſuch thing 4 e 
in it, but on the contrary was Arrogant and Pre- 
ſampt ons, and tended to the creation of Jealonſies, 
amongſt his Majeſty's good Subjects, w ſhould it 
zot be ſaid to tend to deſtroy the Conſtitution of 
Parliaments, and to ſubvert the eſtabliſh'd Go- 
vernment of this Realm 2 What has been dons, 
may be done again, and there are ſome” living thas 
hade ſeen a Civil War ſpring from the ſame Br. 
ginnings, 4 ard can witneſs ſuch Humble Proceedings 
core as 


3 
” 


\ 
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Parallel d in Hiſtory, and ſuch-diſreſpett roCrownd- 
Heads, as. to C n Sacred Majeſty as res, of 
Criminal, and turn Decency and Order into the 
areſt Confuſion. 'As for Alger 
= of Government, it probably may * one 
that is creyt into the ſame diſcontented — 
Party, but what he ſays bas little weight with me, 1 
ſhall therefore only make this Obſervation, that "it's 
no diſgrace to 4 Cauſe, 
declared Traitor who ſuffer d the Pains of Death 
for hisTreaſons, write againſt it, but it makes for the 
Honour of the Proceedings in Parliament, that they 
run Counter to OCEANAS and Fattions DIS- 
. COURSES OF GOVERNMENT. - 


Bur tho' a part of the Freeholders of Ev 


ron cannot impoſe their Commands on the 

epreſentatives of the Whole, yer may they 

repreſent any — or publick Grievance; 
0 


nor can J ſee 
to deſtroy the Conſtitution of Parliament. The 


Meaning of thoſe who tell us that it does, 


mut be this, that ſome People's complain- 
ing in behalf of the Publick, may probably influ- 
ence others, and thus occaſion Petition: from all 
Parts of the Kingdom. What if it ſhou'd do ſo? 


What if far the greater part of the Freemen 
and Freeholders of Exgland ſhou'd ſend Petiti- 
ons, and repreſent publick Grievances; how 
can this tend to deftroy rhe Conſtitution of Par- 
liament ? If there be any Law which forbids the 
People to addreſs, or give any Inſtructions to 


their Delegates, the doing ſo muſt be own'd to 


be againſt Law; but tis not a Treſpaſs, which 
(to {peak in the Phraſe of a certain Patriot) can 
pull up our Conſtitution by the Roots. "Fo. 


Anſw. If a Part of the Freeholders of ER- 


land cannot impoſe their Commands on the Re- 


preſentatives of the whole, why ſhould not the 
: Connty 


as theſe have occaſion d ſurh Tuſolence as is not to le 


noon Sidney . Sy- 


to have an Advocate for 4 


w the doing this can tend 


— 


County of Kent fall ander the Houſe's Diſpll M 

for PE ng it, and if they Repreſent G 
2572 of Tae their Superiors for not Re- 

dreſſing em, where it the Infri 


ing * — 1 
the Subject if they are Puniſbed for ſo doing? 
ut here were no ſuch things as Grievances lai 4. 
fore em, they wanted a War that others might be 
A Rey | y vt fa NT 3 that 
ad kept em ſomething more Honeſt than ordinar 
for three whilh There hal OR a. 

But we are told, that by the Conſtitution 
of our Parliament, the Members are left to 
the Freedom of their own Debates, and are 
to act without Controul; they therefore 
who take upon them to intermeddle in their 
Buſineſs, invade 1 — Freedom, and con- 
ſequently our Conſtitution. They who tell us 
that the Repreſentatives of the Freemen of 
England have ſuch a Freedom as this, and 
are to act without Controul, cannot ſure 
mean that they have delegated their whole Pow- 
er to them, ſo that 'tis free for them to do 
whatever they pleaſe, without any regard to the 
Inclinations or Intereſt of thoſe who employ 
them. Tis not to be ſuppos'd that he who 


Th takes what Servant he pleaſes, is oblig d to ſuffer 


him to do what he pleaſes. The Knights, Citi- 
zens, and Burgeſles, ſent by the People of Enp- 
land to ſerve in Parlament, have a. Truſt re- 
ſed in them, which if they ſhould manifeſtly 
— the People, in whom the Power is more 
N and fully than in their Delegates, muſt 
ve a Right to help and preſerve themſel ves. 
Were not this ſo, the Condition of thoſe who 
act by Delegates, would be worſe, and their 
Freedom leſs than that of other States; which I 
think is not ſo in the reckoning of Mankir d. 
Anſw. The Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes, 
are ſent by the People of LW to — _ 
| Libre. 


. | 
Liberties in Parliament, and take care that the 
Give Places g_—— not Ger ith 
Loſe of their Inmmunities,or for want of a due Regard 
to their Cuſtoms and Priviledges. They are 4 ſort 


n Defence, ee 
our Canſe, and are as much Superior to thoſe they 
2 with their Comncils, &c. ' as he that 775 t 
is to him that is directed by it, or 4a Perſon 
protected to him that give t bim Protection, and 
whatever may be meant by calling them the Peoples 
vants, tis certain they are the Peoples Maſters 
their own Afb and Choice, and may keep em under 
Rules of Government as ſeem —_ adwiſeable 
to the guidance of right Reaſon, and the direction 

f Wiſdom and Juſtice. 8 28 
The Achai ant, Etolians, Latins, Samnites, and 
Tuſcant, formerly did, as now the United Pro- 
vinces of the Netherlands, the Switſers, and Gri- 
ſons do, tranſact all _ to their Aſſo- 
ciatiens by Delegates; | Athenians, Cartha- 
genians, and Romans kept, as the Venetians, Ge- 
noeſes, and Luccheſes do now, the Power in their 
own hands. Theſe all, as the above-nam'd Ho- 
nourable Author obſerves, were and are equally 
free. But 'twould, I think, be very improper 
to reckon them ſo, unleſs we ſuppos d that the 
Power committed to their Tyuſtees remain d ſtill 

in them. | | 
. Anſw. A Free State ( as 1 take it) is 4 ſort of 
4 Commonwealth that is not Goyern'd by a King, but 
is rul'd by Laws that are not Monarchical, 22 
Hamburgh and other Hans Towns, and mas what 
Mr. Sidney drove at in his peſtilent Schemes re- 
. Lating to Government. Wherefore the Authorities 
he makes uſe of * See in Flad Author 

are not pertinent to the Buſineſs in „ ſince t 
are recited to Juſtify what they were not es 
- wndication cf, and are brought in to Aſert what 
Was never intended by them. | bY 

|, at 
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That the Power ariſes and is fix'd here, and 
that the Delegates reckon themſelves oblig d 
to follow the Directions of thoſe who chuſe 
them, is evident from the practice of other 
Countries, whoſe Governments had the fame O- 
rigin with that of England. The Deputies or 
Procaradores of the ſeveral Parts of Caſtile, did 
in the Cortez held at Aadrid, in the beginning 
of Charles the Fifth's Reign; excuſe themfelves 
from giving the Supplys he defir'd, becauſe they 
had receiv'd no Orders in that Particular from 
the Towns that ſent them ; and afterwards re- 
ceiving expreſs Orders not to do it, they gave 
His M1jeſty a flat denial. The like was frequent - 
ly done during the Reigns of that Great Prince, 
and of his Son Philip the Second. The ſame 
way was taken in France, as long as there were 
any General Aſſemblies of Eſtates; and if it do 
not ſtill continue, *tis becauſe there are none. 
For no Man who underſtood the Affairs of that 
Kingdom, did ever deny, that the Depaties were 
Ong to follow the Orders of thoſe who ſent 
them. | 7 
Anw. If Ichaſe a Perſos for my Commiſſioner 
2 20 fal, for 1 up fer ones my 
Intereſt entirely to his d ſcretion, I inveſt him with 
the Power Thad of doing Tuſtice to my ſelf, and 
have it nd longer in my Breaſt 10 Propoſe terms of 
Agreement, &c. I muſt by bs Deciſion in 
the matter, and hold my ſelf . contented with what- 
N og A he * 255 1 74 d lay 

orth the hardſhip of my Caſe, an e it to 
2 Con ee but T 5 n him v _ 
altogether in my favour, and without any Yegar 
to Leu decide the matter he 1s — 

with, to my 2 The ſame may be done by 
| Countys and Burroughs at the Choice of their Re- 
28 who may be reminded of the ſeve- 
ral Grievances the reſpettive Corporations lie _—y 


24. Prob 


N 


| but not by way of Command to redreſs em, but 
way of 9 in 4 dutiful _ that 2 
comes Supplicants to petition for Favours they 
ſtand in need f. | 
In the General Aſſembly of Eſtates held at 
Bloys in the time of Henry the Third, Bodin, then 
Deputy for the Third Eftate of Yermandors, by 
their particular Order, propos'd ſo many things 
as took up a good part of their time. Other 
Deputies alledg d no other Reaſon for many 
things ſaid and done by them, than that they 
were commanded ſo to do by their Superiors. 
Theſe General Aſſemblies being laid aſide, the 
ſame Cuſtom is ſtill uſed in the leſſer Aſſemblies 
of Eftates in Langaedoc and Brittamy. The Depu- 
ties cannot, without the infamy of betraying 
their Truſt and fęar of Puniſhment, recede from 
the Orders given by their Principals. The ſame 
Method is every day practis d in the Diets of 
Germany; the Princes and great Lords, who 
have their places in their own Rights, may do 
what they pleaſe ; but the Deputies of the Cities 
muſt ' follow. ſuch Orders as they receive. The 
Hiſtories of Denmark, Sweden, Poland and Bo- 


hay . 


bemia, teſtify the ſame things n 
i Anſw. Tae General Aſſembly. of Eſtates held at 
Bloys, are not govern'd by the ſame Laws and 
Cuſtoms as our Parliaments at Weſtminſter, and 
e. 
oulg there be any thing that look'd like Tyr in 
th He it muſt be born with n the 
People. Some Particular grievances in relation to 
the 2 of his Officers might be laid forth in 
bility by Bodin, but they durſt go no high- 

er in Henry the zd s Time; or take the Courage 44 
the. Patriats in-our Days do of adviſing their Prince 
himſelf,” and ſearching into the moſt ſecret Tranſ- 
actions of Hate, for the Security of the People; 
Neir late Conferente held with the Houſe of Lords 


1 


L. 
in relation to the Inpeachments gives a noble inſtance 


of their Greatneſs of Soul, and ſhews that the Old 
ritiſh Courage 1 reid d em, and that 


not only dare to ſtand up for t hts of the 
— E 2 perſiſt 2 e . of 
oppojrg the Deſs oo thoſe whoſe Power in former 

7 ron th Deg ant, as more than once to 


— treated Inferior — like Slaves, and 
trample under Foot the very Prerogatives. of Prin- 
ces. 

This appears to have been the Conſtitution of 
England. Formerly, ſays my Lord Coke, in the 
Whats to the Sheriffs for the election of Commons, 
— King ſignified that by the Advice of — Council 

be called them together A ſome 72 Affairs, 
that concern d hin mſelf, the State and ee 
Kingdom of England, and the H. Church 2 - 


qui ed them to chuſe ſich Men as won promote 
thoſe Aﬀairs ; that fer want of ſuch a Power, and 


by an improvident Election, the aforeſaid Buſineſs 
might hes left undone. The - Buſineſs that re- 
quir'd their meeting was publiſh d in the Writs, 
that the Commons and Freemen might conſider 
what they thought convenient to have done, 


and that they might chuſe proper Delegates, and 


direct them as they thought fit. This I take to 
be the Reaſon why 'twas Pry x the Cuſtom at 
the meeting to declare the cauſe of Parliament, which 


in antient time, (lays he) was ſhem d in the Cham 


ber de peint, or St. Edward's. Chamber: That 
the Perſons elected being more fully inform d of 
the Buſineſs to be tranſacted by them, might 
be able to give their reſpective Countries timely 
information of it, in order to receive their Di- 
rections therein. In this Opinion we may be 
confirm d by what that Great Sage of the Law 
tells us in another place. When any nem Device 
i propos d on the King's behalf, ſays he, the Com- 


mons may anſwer, That tendred t King's ** | 


A Rr mnt”. 5 * 
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and they. are ready te aid the ſame, in this 
8 agree without Conference 
with their Countries, +. | 
Anſw. 3G Lord Coke in bis. Iuftitarions by f. 
ing formerly. things were manag'd ſo and ſo, does 
wor watters ought to run in the ſame Chaunel 
now. Formerly Rebels der d Aﬀront the Legiſia- 
ide Authority, take Arms againſt their King, and 
. : hands wpon Ged's Anointed; but ſuch 
attices are out of door at this time of day, and 
ought not to be made uſe of as Precedents for tu- 
wultuous Proceedings. There is no- reaſon becanſe 
Raft and Farthingals were made uſe of in Loog 
Queen Beſs ber days, that the Ladies ſhould dreſs 
them{elves after that Antique Faſhion now. Our 
Edwards and our 3 no Lewis the 14th 
14 


I 
to deal with, to oppoſe their Deſigns as ſoon as - 
were male hnown to him, and might let the 
know, the Writ he was Eleted by what b 


meſs 
+ — Po —— <= 
e thei , and Politicks te 
fort of arance. Our Senators 1 now 
by His Majeſty s Writ ad Conſulendum in Arduis 
Regni Negotiis, to conſult about Matters of bi 
ortance, which are of tos great moment to 
made Publick no otherwiſe than the Commons them 
feldes at every Seſſion ſhall think fit. | 
Since then in our Conſtitution the Delegates 
of the People have reckoned that they had a 
Truſt repos d in them by thoſe whom they re- 
preſented, and that they were oblig'd to make 
their Will the rule of their Actions; twill be 
very hard to conceive how it can tend to de- 
ſtroy this Conſtitution, to pray them to have à re- 
gard to the Voice of the People. If they faithful- 
Iy diſcharge the Truſt repos'd in them by the 
Country, 'ewill be impoſſible at any time to pro- 
cure a Petition ſigned by ſuch a number of Gen- 
tlemen as thoſe of the County of Kent, which 
Ba > 4 A may 


. 
may any ways ſeem to arraign their Proceed - 
rod due if their Management bring them un- 
der the ſuſpicion of Nation, the 1 
who have a right to preſerve themſelves, muſt 
be allow 'd a Li to let them know in civil 
and reſpectful Terms what is the Voice of the 
People, and what they think the Neceſlirys of 
the Publick. In ſuch a caſe tis impoſſibſe for 
all to repreſent the Publick Grievances together 


ſome therefore muſt begin, and they who ad- 


dreſs firſt, when there is a good reaſon for it, 
deſerve the Thanks of the Whole. Twas im- 
poſſible that ſuch a conſiderable Body of Gentle- 
men as the Kem/h Petitioners ſhould conſpire 
together to affront the Houſe of Common: ; they 
knew what they did was done in the Eyes and 
Face-of the Nation, that. ſuch .an A& of folly 
and madneſs muſt bring em into the loweſt de- 
gree of Contempt with the People of England. 
hey thought therefore what they did was a Du- 
ty which they ow'd their Country in that great 
and nice Juncture; whether it was ſo or no, 
will appear from 4 2 
Anſw. The voice 7 a Particular Community of 
People, or 4 Fw dy choſen out of 4 County, 
muſt not be ſtood as if the whole: Nation jon d 
with them in their deſires, or reckon'd the Voice 
of rhe People in General. Each Particular Mem- 
ber of the Honoar able Hoſe of Commons has a Traſt 
'd in him, for the Preſervation of the Rights 

ich belong to each diſtinct County, City, or 
Burrough, aud if the tants of the ſaid Places 
think themſelves eee, they ought to Addreſs 
themſelves only to thoſe Knights, Citizens, or Bur- 
geſſes, they have had the more immediate Choice 
of,” nor Petition, or ( in more adequate Term: 
complain againft the whole Houſe for their want of 
Forecaſt, in not preventing thoſe Inconveniencies they 
fanty themſelves threatned with. Mr. Meredith, 
j one 


3 ä 
one of the Knights of the Shire for the C. of 
at, 7 5 14. 5 Conſequences, 4 of 
fas'd to deliverithe Petition to the Houſe r of 
the diſpleaſure 7 that Auguſt Aſſembly, and her- 
ed in bis Refuſal, till he —— reaten d by one pt 
the Petitioners as 4 Betrayer — 5 
worthy to be their Repreſentative; and had it been 
their Duty to act in ſuch a manner, ſuch a Conſs- 
derable Majority of the Howuſe, who bad no Perſonal 
Emnmity againſt either of the five Envoys, would 
bave ſcarce concurr'd in the Order for their Im 
priſonment.; and His Majeſty himſelf, whoſe Ju- 
ſtice even the moſt preſumptuous Arrogance cannot 
diſpute, would never given Command to have 
them firuck ont of the Lieutenancy, and N 
= Peace, as Mr. Secretary Vernon told the 
onſe he had. | | A 
The third and laſt Member of this Diſcourſe, 
which is to ſhew what Reaſons thoſe Gentlemen. 
had to petition: | r Su by Fler 
?T was notorious to them, and all the World, 
that our Affairs were at that time in a very dan- 
gerous and melancholy Poſture. They knew 
that France has a long time aim d at the Univer- 
ſal Monarchy: That as ſhe has Maxims in her 
Government which are very well calculated for 
ſuch great Deſigns, ſo by her carrying on a Ten 
years War againſt the powerful States confede- 
rated againſt her, they ſaw that ſhe has Force 
to ſupport her in her Enterprizes. If her Pow- 
er was formidable when ſhe match'd us only. 
in her own Strength, it muſt be very terrible to 
ſee her ſtrehgthen'd with the Union of no leſs a 
Power than that, which two Ages before graſp'd 
likewiſe at the Empire of the Univerſe. Tis 
true indeed, thoſe Dominions were not be- 
ueath d to her; but being given to one of the 
Houſe of Bourbon, who muſt live ſs the 
| "Gas. 


j 


68105 


Guardianſhip, be protected by the Power, ald 
govern d by the Councils of France, ſhe "mutt 


neceſlarily and of courſe have the lame com- 
mand — their Wealth and Force, that ſhe had 
over her own. This was an early Effect of the 
ani ard s Will; for tho' in the beginning the 
ench Party among us endeavour d to make us 
rea that Frauce would be in no better Con- 
dition than'twas before, becauſe the Duke of 
Avrjon would forget his Father's Houſe, and be 
govern d only by Sauiſh Councils; yer the con- 
trary was evident at the Time thoſe Gentlembn 


er 3 ** 1 — 

nſw inz very methodica or 
in bis own words Jeliors* hi Opinion concerning the 
two firſt Parts of the Text that has fall under our 
Obſervation, 27 ly's bimſelf to ont the Third 
with the ſame Clearneſs 2 Nerf f Thoxght, 
*Twas notorious, ſayr he, to them 9d the whole 
World, that France had a long while aim'd at 
the Univerſal Monarchy, &c. Why then did net 
the whole World riſe #p in Arms to oppoſe it ? 
Where was the Nece 45 that we alone of all the 


Chriſtian States tale an Alarum at ber 
Deſgur, — break 2 720 5 of n 94 etual friend- 
h we were engag'd # t reaty of 


Klar to the moſt Chriſtian Nic Were we more in 
vey rr than th — — ſame Continent with him, 

prevent his Deſigns than ſome 
Petia of 


e 277 Concerns wat 
- "male _ —— 7 ain pol 4% of — 
2 Fades 

bn N Armaments, and 2 to 

perſwade other Princes to enter into Alliances with 

= He was more immediately firm's vr late 

of Spain, was of a Family w given. 

333 
ears, and t mſelf highly injur'd by a 

which if if genuine, was made ** * ft his Intereſt 7 


ww, th 4 

#0. Legacies 20-4 o Pretenſiqns to on 
a For, wen e x 
the Bubyarks ation; 2 | 


been liberal in and 
A to Man e, 22 it Was 


not our Buſineſs to begin 4 Rupture, it was in our 
Power to defend our ſelves, 0 


and Trade, and maintain t 


ants Who 
utter} | deſtr 


were Mot of the ec 
ay 


IR waſted wat . 
— dae their Neighbours are fo 
being able to ſuccout them, that they 
are in danger from their own Prince: That in 
France where they were power ful enough to car- 
ry on ſeveral Civil Wars; and in Piedmont 
where their umbers were much greater in pro- 
portion 
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portion to the Countries; and in Flanders, Ba. 

varia, Bamburgh, Cologn, Wartzbur gh, and Worms, 
where they were very Numerous, their Religion 
A a The Miles a fo far row being polls 

nſw 1 are ſo far 

the 2 that they e 
French Garriſon in any one Place, and the Capital 
of it has lately given PET. Anſwer by its Senators 
to Prince Vaudemont, that it a rather be at the 


e of rai all. 


Expenc the Militia, than ever it 
It's true r Town of Mantua has 4 Beat 
Governour in it, and the Duke Name, 1 
pm in the Imereſt ſts of that Kingdom, that the 
Hold in the Spaniſh Netherlenge,, are Gar- 
2 tag ＋ 5 — King bat his Troops are 
ou his Royal word, as — * the ſaid 
** put into d Poſture of and the 
compleated and made Capable of pre- 
venting Kea or their Frontiers. As for the A. 
fare of Ta, things are in the ſame C ondition 
e 
ore His preſent *s Acceſſion 
E Thr ant ee made on our 
fide in Relation to the Perſteution in the Palatinate 
before the King $ 4 why fold we bring 
that in as a Reaſon for War, eſpecially at 4 

when it uh, rx that the El of Hale 5 

[af ee Bg te Na of Ke 
not otten t Ace ad t e, 
be would never have made mention of 14 
teſtants in France, we haue often . aftempr: 
ed, theirs Relief to our Coft, and our Em 
res in Favonr of the late King of Bohemia, 
been attended with ſuch 4 ſeries of Ms Bong 
and ſuch pernicious Conſequences, that might oblige 
100 to e 3 with other 
Prince's OO ly apply our felves to our 


on. 
All 


pen 
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All this was a very melancholy view; and 
that which made it more fo, was to confider 
that France. (which out of regard to her own 
Intereſt, the greateſt and indeed only Obliga- 
tion in the World to her, was oblig'd by all 
means poſſible to deſtroy the Northern Hereſy, 
ſhe having made this the Foundation on which 
ſhe built her Hopes of Univerſal Monarchy ) 
was now in a new Friendſhip and Alliance 
with the - fierceſt Zealots of the Church of 
Rome; the Spaniſh Clergy, Men whom 'twas 
her buſineſs to gratify, and whom ſhe could not 
gratify more than by 4 ſeverer Methods 
to torture and deſtroy Hereticks. 5 

Anſw: The Proſpect is Melancholy bh, that's 

erings 


certain, and we ought to commiſerate the 


llom Creatures, but did any of the reform d 


Of our 
Rafi Poland, Auſtria or Moravia, come to 
our Religion has 


our Aſſiſtance in 72 Danger | 
— If from : Dia the Newburghers 


extricated it ſe 
fend us any Ships or Forces in the Spaniſh Invaſion, 
or the Hugenots in France riſe up in Arms when 
their King was Arming againſt us, and in eonjuncti- 
on with the late Ki Ja | 
AMeaſuret to take in or 70 rok 1 of our Liberties, 
and all that was dear to ns? The Spaniſh Clergy, 
tis own'd, are great Bigots and Deyotees to the 
See of Rome, but the preſent French King 5: not 
ſo dutiful a Son of the Church as to give his Impli- 
eit obedierice to that Holy Mother, where it is not 
for his Intereſts ; and ſince there is no Inquiſition 
in France, and by bis own Words, French Cuſtoms 
are likely to be Introduc'd into Spain, i all Pro- 
bability the Inquifitor General ni loſe his Office, 
and there will be no ſuch Court held in Philip the 
5th Dominions, Which ſuppoſition may alread 


ſeem to be verity'd in the Inquiſitor General's "g 
in Diſgrace at the Court of Madrid, for his Con- 
federacy with the Emperor 's Party, who is known 
a 1 7 8 0 8 ts 


mes, was 3 horn 


yond the poſſibility 0 
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to be the greateſt Bigot to the Romiſh Swperſtition 
of any Prince in Chriſtendom. ©. \ | 

In ſuch a JunRure as this, twas eaſy for a 
very weak = ſee what it imported 
England to do in order to ſecure! her own. and 
Europe's Liberties, and to prevent the utter ex- 
tirpation of the Proteſtant Religion both at 
home and abroad. 'Twas evident that France, 
which had made ſuch Advances already, wanted 
nothing ro make ſure of the Univerſal Monarchy, 
but only to confirm her ſelf in the Dominions 
of Spain; and as evident it was that every day 
ſhe continu'd unmoleſted in her new Acquiſiti- 
ons, her ftrength muſt prodigiouſly, ſo 
that in a little time it muſt be inſupportable. In 
that Caſe ſhe had leiſure and opportunity to ſet᷑- 
tle her new Dominions, to diſcover the Weak ; 
neſſes of their Fortreſſes, as well as Policy, and 
to repair both; to learn the Temper of the ſe- 
veral Provinces, and to conſider huw they might 
be ecur d, and by what Governours; to make 
the beſt proviſion that was poſſible for defendin 
Alan; and (which has been a long time one 
the high Reaches of her Ambition) to get into 
2 poſſeſſion of all the ſtrong Holds in Flan- 


b. 

Anſw. Weak Capacities generally have the beſt 
Thoughts of their Abilities, and over-look Diffical- 
ties when they would have any Enterprize brought 
to bear. Perſon indeed may ſee things do not 
go well on bis ſide, but it's not in every one f Power 
to remedy what is amiſs, Conveniencies are to be 
ſtaid for, and Opportunities expected, to help for- 


ward our Deſigns in hand, and we are not to make 


uſe of open Violence, till ſuch time as fitting Expe- 
i — found out, 2 may put - » or * 
ing. Theſe were the 


udent Thought War pur oday er ds, 
s of thoſe whoſe W; aids, 
nd tho' France has bad time to provide againſt 7 


uir d ſuch Power, \ 


tereſt to ſubmit, and indeed to make their Court 
to a Power which was likely td meet with no 
oppoſition 

Anſw. France had arm d her ſelf under the 
Pretext of making good the Treaty of Partition, 
had Troops almoſt innumerable, ready to takg the 
Field upon the firſt Occaſiun, and mas in a Con- 
dition at the Deceaſe of K. Charles the 24 of 
Spain, to have done what ſhe pleas d, in [pight9 
of al the Force, of Europe, then in Being : The 
Motion of the Germans i naturally ſlow, and 
requires Time to be perform d in; the Italian 
Princes were in general averſe to a War, and 
bad introduc'd too much Luxury into their ſeveral 
States, to recover their old Martial Temper which 
they were once Famous for; and the Dutch were 
fe unprovided in their Frontiers againſt ſuch Po- 
rent Neighbours 44 encompaſs'd em on every fide, |, 
that a DFlaration of War, had been an Is | 

. > of 
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Loſs of the Liberty's of Europe, which in all pri 
bability may be 2 by t — 
that have lately been taken. Cunctando reſtituit 
Rem, was the Character of a Roman General, 
by a Cautjous delay be reſtor d Rome to her for- 
mer Greatneſs, and made amends for the raſh 
aud precipitate Condutt of thoſe that had almoſt 
ruin d _ and ra knows but our late Proceed- 
ings may deſerve the ſame Praiſe, ſince it is not 
much to be fear'd but they will be attended with 
the ſame Succeſs. | 5 
Twas this that made the Span ardt, and the 
People of their Provinces tamely ſuffer one 
of the Hauſe of Bourbon which they hated, 
to take poſleſſion of their Dominions; Twas 
this made other States enter into Neutralities and 
Alliances, which they would have refus'd, had 
not the quiet and peaceable Conduct of others 
vern'd their Inclinations. Having once fix d 
their Reſolutions, tis to be fear d we ſhall find 
ther adhere too obſtinately to what they have 
ingag d to France, and reſolv d with themſelves. 
If honour be not ſufficient to. influence them, 
and keep them ſteddy to the Side they have 
choſen, even Intereſt map beſy to do it now ʒ 
ſor the Notions of that alter, when Men have 
new modell'd their Thoughts, and let their 
Heads run other Schemes. 
Anſw. The Freaty of Pa%ition in all Appear- 
ance,not our unprovided State, made the Spaniards 
take ſuch Meaſures as they did, and occaſim d 
the WILL in favour of the Houſe of Bourbon, 
and our aqhering to too precipitate Counſels, broke 
that Confidence Which was mutually entertain d 
een the two Nations, What was therefore 
the Fault of rbe Miniſtry, ought not to be impur- 
ed to the Parliament, who to their laſting Honour 
have 


\ 


(8) 
have Impeath'dthe Projellors of that ignomitious 
Treaty a ENEMIES To THE. PUBLICK 
GOOD, aud great Contributors towards the Ex- 
orbitant Greatneſs of France. They gave away 
thoſe Kingdoms which theſe would keep in their 
dur Obeaience to Spain, and parcell'd our Large 
Trafts of Land to the Family of Bourbon, when 
it's as certain as truth it ſelf from the Publick 
Votes, that theſe have Adare d Hu Majeſty to 
enter into 4 ſtrifÞ Alliance with the Houſe of Au- 

ſtria, and other Confederate States in order to op- 
poſe er oſſe ſon of what they ſo eaſily made a 
In that great Juncture, when the Seaſon was 
for making the earlieſt and beſt proviſion for ſe- 


__ the Liberties of Europe, the Eyes of the 
World were all fix d upon Exgland. Twas ſhe 


who had always kept the Ballance; and ſhe on- 
ly having it now in her power to determine 
whether it ſhould be preſery'd or no, other Na- 
tions were to obſerve her Motions, and take their 
Meaſures from her. None could doubt but that 
if ſhe had enter d betimes into a firm 
with the Emperor and Holland, 'twould have pre- 
ſently produced a Confederacy ſtrong enough to 
humble France, which was pralping at things 
much beyond the reach of her Power, in that 
feeble and weak Condition ſhe was reduc'd to 
by a long Was and evil Conduct. | 
Anſw. Ar the Death of the King of Spain, 
the Eyes of the World were fix'd upon England, 
in order to kynow how they would reliſh ſuch 4 
D1ſpoſition that was made againſt the Intereſt of 
her Antient Confedgrates, But the Gonſtitution 
1 this Kingdom would not allow of ſuch Mea- 


ures as the Pamphleteer would have us taks at 
© FOE the 


Feorteg 
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the very receipr of the News. His Majeſty. in- 
dred might have: declar d a War « * part 
of - rhe Royal Prerogarive,. hut li cuuld not carry 
it on ſucceffully without the Conſent of his Peo- 
ple, the Sinews of it were wanting, Funds alrea- 
af fiven for the Service of rhe Publick Defici- 
ent, aud the Nation nigh Twenty Millions in 
Debt. | When the Parliament ſat, they afted ſo 
cordially for the re ſer vation of the Peace at the 
ſame time as they were employed in finding out 
Ways and Means to begin 4 War, that whoever 
will take the pains to examine their Proctedings, 
muſt needs conclude they have done as much for 
wo od England as ever their Repreſent a= 
tives did, and have Nudied the welfare of our 
Antient Allies, as heartily as ever Men did, 
IT was therefore undoubtedly the Bufineſs of 
Engliſh Miniſters to adviſe the calling of a Par- 
liament immediately upon the news of the Spa- 
mard's Death, and of the Parliament to addreſs 
the King to make Alliances, Had this been done 

at would have thought it her intereſt. ra- 
ther to enter into Alliances with them, than make 
her ſelf a Party in eſtabliſhing the Throne of 
the Duke of 4jow, who when he is eſtabliſh'd 
and made one with France, will certainly ſet up 
his Title to Portungal The Duke of Savoy 
then would have conſider'd that it was by means 
of the Equilibrium between the Houſe of Au- 
Aria and France that his er ri long their 
Dominions; he would have confider'd likewiſe 
whether twas worth his while to make his Sons 
Beggars, or Soldiers of Fortune, for the ſake 
of aggrandizing his Daughter. This will be the 
Acquiſition of his Battles if they be ſucceſsful; 
for when the Ailaneſe, and both the Sicilys are 
in the hands of France, his Dominions will be 
neceſlary to her for Communication. pi 

| nw: 
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Anſw. What was „ r F Evil and Cor- 
rupt Miniſters Ad vice, ought nor to be imputed to the 
Conduct of thoſe that have arraign d em for want of © 
4 due Forecaſt, or ( what « worſe ) 4 r | 
neſty, but ſhould be laid at the doors of rhe - 
ers. N Hr an oy K 
et ore the Middle of February | 
K For pal would not have 75 4 hs Of s 
of France which were ſo much to his Advantage, 
and bound Spain to relinquiſh ber Right and Tithe 
for Ever to the Luſitanian Provinces ; The Duke of 
Savoy likewiſe was too nearly related to the French 
7 f 1 Daugbters to the 
nd devoted to 
he Pom the other 


* 


The Pope then probably would have reflected 
on the Affair of the Cori, the Extention of the 
Regale, the four Propoſitions that were ad vanc'd 
at Paris, and all the enormous Attempts againſt 
the Dignity of the Head of the Church in the 
Perſon of Pope Bmocem XI. and would perhaps 
have declar d for the Emperor, had he had ſuch 
encouragement to do it. Nor is it improbable 
that the Republick of Venice would do the ſame, 


The could hardly avoid conſidering betimes, that 


the Neighbourhood of France prov'd fo fatal to 
her in the ſmall number of Years that Lewis XII. 


enjoy d Milan, that he reduc'd her to greater Ex- 
' rremities than any other War, even that of the 


Twrks, ever did. A Confideration ſo powerful 
with that wiſe Repnblick, that 8 the vaſt 
x | owe: 


2 


r 


land, from the 


/ 
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Power of the Houſe of Auſtria under the Em- 
peror Charles V+ might have given her juit 


grounds of jealouſy, ſhe would never lend her 
= to 2 Propoſition of Francis I. Succeſſor 
Anw. The Pope 
Proteſtant, and  joyn'd ay England and — 
, pecimen 4s already given 0 
the bent of his Inclinations for the Propagation of 
the Romiſh Faith, and the valuable Preſents he has 


made towards the Support] of the late King, as 


mell as Promiſes of contributing what lies in his 
Powver towards His Reſtoration” The Buſmeſs of 


the Regale cannot well be digeſted by one of his 


Cholerick Temper, and the Four propoſitions, 
doubtleſs, ftick in the holy Pontiff's Stomach ; how- 
ever he hat been hitherto ſo far from 'ſhewing his 
r= gre 7 he has ina . N the New 

ing of Spain, H permit: ing Him the Nomination 
to vacant Biſhopricks wg bbys ; and the Re- 
— of Venice ſeems inclinable to the French 
Intereſt, in adhering to 4 ſtrict Nemtrality, even 
at a Time when the German Forces are ſo power- 


ful and triumphant in the very Heart of Italy, as 
to Countenance their pulling off the Mack, if they 


had any Intentions to befriend em. 

Had things been upon a right foot in Eu- 
gland, tis very probable that the Duke of Ba- 
varia, and his Brother the Arch-biſhop of Co- 
logn, would have remembred the Obligations 


laid upon them, at leaſt their own Intereſt ; and 


that the former would have taken Meaſures which 
would make the War much eaſier than twill be. 
In that Caſe the People of Spain, and their Pro- 
vinces, would, if they did no more, keep up 
their old Reſentments againſt France, which in 
a convenient Seaſon would render them very 


uſeful to che Confederates. 


A 


N 2 Ant. 


would ſcarce have turn d 
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Ant. whey Price have Fr the fp 
atures, it mu it ſelf at t 5 
3 Tie Bavaria owes hi Govern- 
_ of the Nethe | 
with the late King of Spain, and hw. Brother the 


Elefforate of Cologn and Principality of Liege, to 
bis Wiſe leans But —— — the Obligations 


which were laid upon the One, in the Proviſion. fur 


the Succeſſion of his Son, the Electoral Prince 10 


the whole Spaniſh Dominions, nor the Friendſhip 


which was ſhewn to the Other carry d that Wig 
with em as they deſery'd. The latter of theſe two 
Prince's Territories lie ſo much exposr'd to France 
and Spain, and the fir _—_ 1 
(Jom bis late Catholick Majeſty far his Salary, and 
what he has laid out in defence of the Spaniſh Ne- 
therlands, that he muſt run the riſque of every 
Florin the French King ſtands engag d. for the 
Payment of, ſhould he take other Meaſures : Since 
rhe Emperor is not in a Capacity to reimburſe it to 
Him, and His Majeſty is fo uncertain of puſhing 
ea his Conqueſts over all Spain, that tus to be 
doubred whether he can get ſo much as footing in 
the Dukedom of Milan. i Ie hoy, 
The Germans would conſider what danger 


they were in of having a Prince, grown 


ſo great by the Acceſſion of the |Spenip Do- 
minians, carry his Arms into Germany, where 
he has great footing already, and challenge 
all the States that compoſe that great Na- 
tion as part of the Succeſſion of Charlemaign, of 
whicn he and other Kings of France have alrea- 
dy declar d themſelves Heirs- In this Caſe ſome 
(as the Chapter of Cologn ſeems very lately to 


have done) would conſider that in an Heredira- 


ry Empire, there would be no more Colleges, 


nor Diets, nor Chapters: Others, that tis a vain - 


thing to diſpute about Prerogatives, and to make 
Fraxce judge of the Diſpute, whoſe ä 
e 57 000 ee „ 2,0. , my 


atitude in their 


ands to K. William's Intereſt 


| mul of theſe Reflections woul 
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the Ruin of the Empire. And 
turn to the Ruin of 5 And the 


entet in- 
to Meaſures agreeable to them. n 
* Anfw. The Germans would fill heve bees the 


and would nat 2 
0 


ers. 2 


re 


ment of the Public ſafety from it, The King de- 
claxes 50 his — fey outh, that king can 


more effeftually conduce to our Security, than the 
| 8 and Vigour which the Commont haue 


ſhew'd in this laſt on. But this Author contra- 
difts hit own Soveraign, and affirms that is it too 
late, and would mal the World believe that they 


bave been negligent of our Security, and that of our 
Proteſtant Neighbours * Whom me ought to give 
credit to, Manners will direct us, and His Maje- 
ſtys words without doubt bave more weight with the 
thinking Part of the Nations, than the 7 


4 
\] 
ö 
| 


. 2 HERS. 
4 Party that neugr ted any thi that N 
Lene ten tory 
Things in te, | 
the Gentlemen of Kine had a great dell of rea- 
ſon to pray the H--ſe of Com- nd to have a Re- 
gard to the Voice. of the People, that aut Relipron 


and &. might eftually provided for, and 
that rb Mes by 478 Wi be abt to 


eſſift bis Allies. The Voice of the People was theti 
every where loud for War, there was ſcarce any 
ſo weak as that they could not ſee that no Pro- 
viſion cquld be made for our Religion or Safety. 
without it, Twas manifeſt that France, | 
ſhe had been a-while ſettled in her new Domini- 
ons, would be able to overcome Holland whene- 
ver ſhe pleas'd. Holland being overun, twas 
ealy to fee that England 8 ſpoil'd of her 
Trade by that Revolution, and the Union of the 
tuo great Kingdoms, mult ſoon follow her Fate. 
Anſw, But ſuppoſe things are in a quite different 
State (A certainly they are) and bear another ſort 
of Face than what he puts upon em. The Voice 
of the. People will ſoon drown the Voice of a 
few Kentiſh Men, and ſend forth other Clamonrs 
than what are made uſe of to call for freſh Deſola- 
tions, aud ſupplicate for an Addition to theſs Mis- 
fortunes 775 are 7 * preſſing anon u * 2 
oderty diſplays it ſelf to 4 great degree in all onr 
rders, 2 the Tears of Widows for their ſlaugb- 
ter d Husbands, and Children for their dectat d 
Fathers are not yet dry d ap. Should we therefore 
be fond of having a nem ſtream: burſt your om 
our Fellow Subjects Eyes, or laviſhly call for a new 
ſtock of Miſeries by petitioning for a War to in- 
troduce em Should we ſeek for the ſame Cauſes 
which have occaſion'd theſe deplorable Effect, 
The French Party indeed told us, and (which 
e other things occaſioned ſome Reflections) 
the H- · ſe of Com -n ſeem d to ſome to be of 
f | 


their Opinion, that our Security might be ſuf- 
ticiently provided for by a good Fleet. TwWas a 
very fond Opinion to imagine that we, who in 


conjunction with Holland, were the laſt War in- 


ſulted upon our own Coaſts by the Fleet of 
France ; and another time had probably been 
ruin'd by them, had not the Heavens been fa- 
vourabe to us, ſhould be able, after the leſs 
both of our Trade, and the Aſſiſtance of the 
Dutch, to maintain a Fleet big enough to ſecure 
us from a Power ſo exorbitant as that df France 
would then be. A Powerful Fleet are words 
that ſound plauſibly in the Mouths of thoſe Peb- 
ple, who are for having our Arms to be as little 
grievous as may be to France, and they ſerve 


to amuſe and impoſe. upon weak People; but 
| Men of underſtanding muſt allow this to be a 


very uncertain Security. 


Anſw. We were never worſted in onr Fleet jomid 
and what be 


with that of the Dutch, by the French; 

Calls inſulting us upon our ownCoaſts, wasaſter the En- 

gagement of forty two Engliſh and Dutch Ships 

with all the Naval Strength that belong'd to France: 
miſcarriage laid at ſome Great Mens Doors, 


who were then Commiſſtoners of the Admiralty, not 


in the Fleets of either England and Holland, and 
ris 1 by the little * 1 — Tourvill 
made of t agement, that of ** 
F our Strength. and the Condutt which has been 
nby Lewis the 14th's Admirals ſince, is a Token 
their diſtruſt of their own Power, rather 


enourh o 
* C onfideace they have of its bei Superior 


to Onrs, and we . are capable at this Time without 
the Aſſiſtance of the Dutch to Equip two Hundred 


Sail of Veſſels of War to Sea, in order to our fur 


ther ſecurity, which is wholy owing to the Condat 


of our Parliaments that have rait d fuch vaſt Sum: 


2 Money to build em for the Preſer vation of theſe 
Ingdoms, 4 
5 8 : ons : | This 


wp —_ —_ — 
— —— . — — —— — — 


This. was the only a our Safe. 
7. _ the Parliament for a long time 

inclin'd_'ro allow ug Whatever mat- * 
ter Was offer d that ſeem” iſt 


y to a War b 
' -- . 
q 


ſt 
| ngland, the 1 
ftant Religion, AND THE.PEACE OF EUROPE, 
We cannot but remember what Debates arofe 


H--ſe, and this laid the Foundation for the 
great ſuſpicions that follow d afterwards. © 
Anſw. The moſ# weighty Conſiderations induc'd 
thoſe Gentlemen to think, that in ſo great and im- 
portant an Affair, as the Buſineſs of War, they - 
cauld not act with too much Caution: con 
der d tas an eaſy thing to have recourſe to Arms, 
but the difficulty was to obtain ſuch aPeace by the n 
of. em, 41 to enable em to lay em down with Hb. 
naar and Advantage to the Engliſh Nation. 
toald not but take notice of the for mardueſi of thoſ 
_— to enter into 7 2 = | Ly gor 
management of t , and took it as 
great rn to Honeſt Country Gentle- 
men 22 1 of ſo 7 in 7 200 7 
| ers 'of Public airs ſo v ich. 
Ad therefore ſince the Circumſtances of the "_ 
om 


di the lat War, ſice the Emperor mas the Prin- 


wor & 4, hl | 
dom were ſach, that they were not able 10 do an this 


cipal Part Z and the Dutch. in wore um- 
 mudiate danger, the Com bt it very rea- 
Jonable, that thoſe two Powers which were chiefly 


aggriev d 

2 7 . — He eace could * at- 
mpire H 

ſelves to England, and not e 


4, were not 4gainſt bearing Dh fo N br 


then of it, as they did in the 

Srl l a the beg beginning be Sion ha 

44 a the lie. End of S, "Hol 72. 9 
der- run, the Dutch 7. all the Engliſh 
Duck Merchants , fc e and 
2 ſelf almoſt in Danger of an Invaſion. 
Was 2 to all thaby who could erer 


means to preſerve us, but by a vigor 

— ng * ſuch a great number of 22 pre- 

2 of the Freemen of ENland 55 
which of all things in ce Wor 


2 Nor was this the Voice of that Party 2 
the H- -ſe alone, but all without Doors w] 


were of their Faction, and all who had any by 
to Fraxce, or St. Germain Family, — every 


where induſtrious and noiſy in a War, 
torth the inconveniences - it. Bur 
gave the melancholieſt Reflection of 


and ſetti 
that whic 
all, was to 
have the ſole Direction of 
| pv the ſame ſentiments. They ſpoke their Minds 
5 ly upon that Subject, as we have been told, 
ſo did their Friends; and the A. of of one Gep- 
tleman in great Station, to C- -t Fra. an the 
Em---r's Min- er, ought to be remember d. 
Anſw. So amazi 
rate Part of the Houſe of Commons, as well 
| thoſe that bad a * Intellectuals in the 


that choſe who were thought to 


ake the jof advance I. *, 


. deſir d, 1 give any Mone 


blick Affairs, were 


as it was, the moſt 2 


„„ ne" » — 


> 
4 
f 


7; 


ns the Ballance in 2 due Paige, | 
SE e of ſuch. 2 7 ee 
incline it to the French K 


War, and 


would 


Nt 10 


I 
T: 
88 


2 


0 


8 Nie 4 


Bhat; and 


eds Fe mth ee. op the . 
Part, und been' very 7 
bexrs, He male it n gt 


f "he had Red on; to call Enemies, and ſtood 
ie only to 275 Force by Force, ſhould any be 
Fand fo ly p: 244 pops 

Wi nume 

Br Armies, boſs comer be thought to be Fripnds 
ro France, that took time to pat themſelves like- 
wiſe in 4 Poſture of Defence, that-endeavonr'd to 

| e His Deſigns without a Declaration of War, 

— Armaments by Sea and Land, in boper 
_ that the = of their Strength wig bt induce him to 

an mp" Peace, in ſurrendring ' np ſuch Cantio- 

laces to England and er ind, s ſhould be 

rd on by the Parties concern d 

What their Senſe was, the Author of the 570 

ſos told us before the Parliament "far ; 
the manner of his expreſſing it ſpeaks ir to be 
1 'd with their Allowance, and thoſe Who 

know his Converſation with them, were per- 
ſuaded it was. If any among us ( /azs be ) 

i ſeem at preſent willi ng to · embrace peacefu 

6 * Councils, and to decline; entering upon im- 


% mediate Action; tis not that they doubt 


ay - themſelves, or red the adverſe zerren, wo "I 
. 
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* that their antientEnmity to France is buried in 
Oblivion. They are not {0 apprehenſive of 
— *© Coping with any foreign Strength, as they are 
| **fearful chey ſhall be compell'd to enter into 
A freſh Conflicts with the Enemies of ENG- 
| EAN, whom they had almoſt ſubdu d, &c. 
|= - * Their Ears can never endure the Cries: of the 
Poor, for bogs 2: rs Pong a mon- 
ſtrous Tenderneſs and Compeſſton, which can en- 
| dure rather to :ſee Popery -and Slavery diſplay. 
' their Banners in this Land, than to behold the 
| Calamities which a new. War muſt bring upon 
| their Country. If he can ſee how they can be 
kept out without a War, he ſees things in quite 
7. f. Light than what any honeſt Engliſhman 
Anſw- A Gemleman in 4 great Station wha muſt 
needs be 4 Privy Councillor at leaſt would ſcarge drop 
any word that ſhould let Count Uraciflaw know that 
the Bent of the Court was not for 4 War, and if 
| the Author would reflett with limſelf who got Mo- 
i. ney the 0 War, and heap'd » 1 conſiderable Trea- 
ire, manag d the Funds that were given 
for the Publick Security, for their own Private 
- [atereſt, and occaſion'd ſuch a Deficiency in em, 
| as is now but too viſible ; he would ſcarce bring them 
in for Sticklers againſt it. Beſides, His Try 
their Maſter's Martial Genius, His æverſion to t 
® French Intereſt, and his deſire to bring down her 
_ _- growing Greatneſs, are ſuch convincing Arguments 
Fr the e that are in Places under him to be of the 
ſame moe ey 2 enter _ 7 — the 
Emperor's Miniſter that ſhould: ve ant to 
Fr od and which be could not but expect would cams 
to the King his Maſter's Ear, who had. eſpout d the 
Auſtrian Family's Intereſt. \ At for Dr. Dave- 
nant's *Book , the Arguments of t are of ſuch 
| weight with all thinking 1 F. and the R for + 
| a Peace ſo poignant ard 6 ong, that if 2 2 


LP 


TOS. 
Pant — inns the IEP et, if the .. 


of a War, when — 1 
eſt things 


of their bei 


mel for a War. Twas cunning in him to ſay 


thing, for fear of falling under the rage of an 
in jured Nation; and twas Policy to grant him 


ifpenſation to do it, leſt by being too plain 


in handling an odious Subject, he m might put is. 

or the fu- 
ture. Ne ſeems ſometimes to write for a War, 
bur (which ſhew'd: his Inclination) voted a- 
Mongſt the 161: he ought indeed, he 


out of his Power to do any Service 


inſt it amongſt 
2 id, to do otherwiſe, but 7a -4 H- ſmil'd ſo 
plealantly upon him, that he could not divide 


againſt him. 
=P if 71 re Intereſt of — of En- 


poſt pon d every other 
Conſideration to their or near Au and like a cer- 
tain Pa 
ver a Grid- Iron, 
that fall*s tuo it, ger incredible Eftares from 
+y ſmall Beginning! "then the Dr. 1s infallibly in the 


Bat, if it be not that 't 
been guilty of ſach — 


lde 


1 


bad ed in It is, entre 
into — who never cher 


| | an to give 
us a diſmal Idea of a War: But — wire 
Friends tell us, that his Book ſhews him to be 


— 62 if they ated 


maſter, that tells the Publick Money o- | 
and challen e's alt for his own , 


who - 
"PI 


Idea of the War is diſmal ö ns —＋. 


. 
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tare, more eſpecially when that 


ſhould. feed it, and thoſe Fang rl 


it, are made over to other Purpoſes, where are 
te 2 upon the Ballance 1 to be. 


255 Hi 


age with 
Aer re 11102 — 1 2 prevail d on 
by 4Smile, eſper:i ay when O's "Reaſon aro 


well known to. be more Cogent than 


ly, and in- other. Places he takes care to 
Atroythe Force of what he ſaid; in one place 
he tells us That we reap li a War but 


© * the Per ls and Loſſes with, whiclvix is like to be 


6 attended. This is but a fmall Encourage-- 


ment to it. .In —— is afraid © ſuch a 


Debt will be at laſt Contracted, and moſt As 
* it abroad, as in time muſt impoveriſh 

England. What then muſt we do? Why, all 
M E liſhmen, ought ſerjoully to conſider this 


„ R ion which A144 CC LAVEL makes, | 


„That when a Prince, 7 Commonwealth, ar- 

*© xives at that height of Reputation, that no 
** Neighbour, Prince, or People, dares venture 
* ta invade him ( unleſs — by indiſpen- 
fable Neceſſuy) he may do what he pleaſes. 
© In all probatulity, . ays be, The French ate- 
64 now arriv'd. to this ormidable pitch of Great- 

* neſs, unleſs the Spaniards ſhow more N | 
© than has e's © in any Meaſures they have. 

- r taken nee a hundred Yeats, te TY 


\ & 


3 


When he fpeaks for a War, N 


what#ver - 

- - _ peter, France, * 
„ "ici to be Fed, 

t wil fall into "our: 2 


en and ſwallowed wp ii 


bis firſt Breath) . 
| 8 tis be be that the Power of the French, 


108 "ne ee Eper bot from the Spaniards raking. 


_ hopes 
Hake "a 
© Spaniare if 


« wilt be ſome what allay d. Which we now la- 
ec gur under. But are there. any hopes that 


t will be ſo: Yes ſure, very great; « He gives) 


4 promifing Hopes of his Perſon, 10 that a 


t to be reſiſted, and Wwe 


gdod n we are in 4 very miſerable _ 


BE Ta ho'd, he ſhews us ſome 
If they can ſo prevail, hs to 


e ng Prince become 2 os! 

ey can divide him fiom enck 
uncils, --- if the quiet Reception he is like 
< to find make French Councils, and French Sap- 


<< poręs no longer "neceſſary to him, thoſe fears 


" 


that 1 70 . e fern 'dit with a "Prince, that . . 
cannct make it 3 than the Kingdom he drew” 3 


N. 3 
te martial Prince, if h w:d 
mar ? al young eines, if he by exdonda and 
10 Fla, e 152 god into Ac N Pen 
— 


than it has may Vere 7 13 Fr 
any ae, 4 ereaffet 


40 
* W. 2 th F 10 IP 2 
ſures pal to the French Intereſt, or the 
Emperors Army in Italy is not likely to make very 
Surceßful Campaigns, or keep Garriſon in the 

Caſtle of Milan; and if they. can t 'prevail with 
. their Prince to become à GOod Spaniard, - _ 
very probable he will be arcvunted an Excellent 
Frenchm an. Je in o Buſaneſs therefore wndoubt- 
edly, not to fall out with him, bit ſince we have 
Recogniz, d his Acreſſion to the Throne, to live in 
Amity and a god Underftanding with him, that 
he may not be fore d th put his whole' Dominions un- 
der the Proreftion of France, and "ſurrender wp 
15 Netherlands to his Grandfather end his Heirs 

for _ 4 Treaty of Partition, which would 
be very diſagret able to England and Holand, in 
order” to preſerve the ref? yr rd vaſt 22 
ro bimſelf. 

O wonderful Contrivance to ſerve his Maſters 
av perluade Exg land to lay aſide all thoughts af 
War! * Could he expect to do it by ſuch little 
fetches as _ to — great and warlike Peo- 
ple with his ewig News 4 the Power 
of, France? 8 a wile N aſleep with 
ſuch a filly Orcolk of Security?) 2 Yet this is one 
of the great Machins Which Ct Tal.—rd the 
chief Fr---ch Engineer in England has made uſe 
of, not only to bomb great Miniſters, and every 
| thing he has a mind to reduce to Aſhes, but to 

batter down all the ſtrong Holds and Fortreſſes 


of our Religion and Liberties. This i is he that : 
is 


at wiſh 3 Als of the King. 
be Wenn fe by Senators, who are to 


| e 
which we write — the Doors of abe 


Lord beave Wy 
Anſw. Now the Mar of Argament 
into @ dounright Rap Rapture, and is troubled with n 
hag hey 8 The Dr. L. 
young King of Spain gives us pro- 
ſing hopes of bis Perſon, Cc. 2 
| —＋ from his Grandfather's Politichs how AY: 
| Boſe France in any Artempts on the Liberties 0 
Europe. Where is the harm in theſe Expre 
dur, thou great Lover of Interjettions ; that art 
au by yo 4 ſudgen Paſſion. he Mind ? 
Does an Ambitious King mind the Blood, 
or bi at of Kindred ? Wil "Prince bat 
railes der Jealoas turbulent, and Proud Peo- 
pr 4 rie Spaniards are, ſo. far enganger the 9 
AF 4 to aft contrary to the Sen- 
ef his Subjefts. Have not they been brass 
E EP and al- 


16 fallen 


their 


: 
s 4 
oy yy — Io - 


— 


72 « udge of 


ſpent ai Eve 
— EE 


ge any mercenary 


— — 
1 


—— 
—— —_—_ 3 


— — 


— 


— 4. 


Oo 


iber N fo ſome indigniti ies me 9 
by them to the Natives f: Vi 42 
* 9 Narures before 95 4 
2 het Fin if the Dy45 Ca ef d by 
eat Men of | a Sow its ce 'ainly a fi n that. 
£ rannot be-in the tnteref of * * or 7 

Will muſt have a very Treacheroms — 
If he, who in . Ge da 

hen it moſt nearly conc ** to try 5 
wer of her Gold here in Engl has been high- 
courted by wer ant given, very gicas 


— 


but to be courted likewiſe by a Party, and beſid 
all this, to have the Honour confer'd u pon him, 
of being made the Leadit of the Blind; tis eaſy 
to ſee what in a ſhort time m ſt be our Doom : 


that between. the Management and Conduct of 
Men of too fhuch Hr ue, and £00 little Un- 
derſtanding, we muſt fall — the Dominion 
of French Tyranny 


Ne An Ingenious a Page will be careſsd by 
all Perſuaſiont. Count Tallard . was 
5 e, pore be G mi 

reſt of thoſe Polite Gentlemen 
bevy nor to; andif todiſcourſe with 4 French 

at Tabl. with him, is a Token of be- 
him, we have ſeveral Noble Peers, 
f thew great Officers of State that have 
with his late She 4 or 


* 
1 2 


— towards the of A hee 78 1555 | 
2 and t „ d e hable for. fach 4 

to the welfare of of bus Comnry, and ucb an ear- 
neſt defire for iti Proſperity, that he is 45 to fares. 
wh e whatever, and F 


— nſtrations of his Zeal to N the Ambiti- 
on of that Kingdom, can make himſelf and Inte- 
reſt, not only to be protected in his Inſolencies oy 


N 


bee geben of thing ths are accounted of ' 
This the Kenifh Gentlemen thoughr they 
had Realon to fear, would * the EMA 
1 8 Meafures taken by our Parliament, be- 
e Fic, offer'd their Petition. To deſcend 
5 "th particulars of their Proceedings, which 
t rfiem under the {6 univerſal Cenſure 
Apleaſure of the People, would be tbo 
170880 an Undertaking, and raiſe this little 
Diſcourfe to a tuch bulk than I de- 
i My Int ention is only to ſhew, that the 
ntlemen had Reaſons ' £6 offer their Peti- 
He at that time. 5 one or two good — 
fufficient to * = they m 
dee ice 0 great Offence; 


F 9 1 e Wr Read — on fatished. with 
e OT. Matters that are nicer 
150 0 6 ell beat touching, I leave to be 


5 Men of more Penetration, whoſe 
| 55 Un e - 


are Fear perhaps than mine are 
Fo at to Dave Freu at 2 
RF nt, vr * — Paje of the 
” Joe a np Tears. | 
. eres 
"1 mm be 2 thay an) he hu gien 70 


paſt, ro make the. 
of am il 
perſs e. ies 20 . thar his froe WORTH 


1 or em, i Ruft. Nucl u. 

11 55 Ly an Abler reds 52 2 ehar b 
Fy concern or” 34 \Pabirok.. 

<4 tho 40 etitioners were really perſanded that 


17 dhad H i in the 
Publick Affairs, ctwa à ſufficient Reafon for 
Rem te endeavour by ſuch x . ether to 
ma e Com. take een e 
DE lx 2 N 

. they 
Perſian, we hae very good rn 30 
li e know What one er ch frve Gentie- 


ere. * 
men 


- .. x Dee ee - 


— — — —— — — 
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Pen ſaid in a very publick Place, ſome Weeks 
fore the Petition was offer'd, to Sir Fr-»=cis. 
Ch. -a, a Member of Parliament, concern- 
ing the Inclination of the Ho- of Com- . 
ur to ſerve the Fr. ch R -g. Tis not pro- 
bable that that Gentleman would have been fo 
bold to ſpeak openly, to a Member who was en- 
tirely in the Intereft of that Party which he 
| {uſpeed, words which the other ca d Seditigus, 
| i Re had not reckon'd it a Service he ow d his 
Country, in a very great and dangerous Criſis. 
Anßy. 4 Aan cannot be really perſuaded of the 
truth of 'a Matter, untefs Pa Sc 5 himſelf from O- 
calar Demonſtration, or ether iyduvirable Pro; 
ad the Kentiſh Petitioners m 
ctually have ſcen Coum Tallard ditrigating „French 
Gold, or receiv'd the Truth of it from ungurſbionable 
Authority, or according to their Advocate i own g. 
ment which 1s a convertible Propaſſtian, their Petition 
muſt be groundleſs; and tis nat be. ſuppos d but a 
one of that Company mich had Forehead en. to 
behave themſelves ſo Irrevereutly to the whole Body of 
Parliament, would not ftick to affront Sir. Francis 
Child wo was only a ſingle ber of the Houſe. 
About the time they petition d, this ſuſpicion 
was grown ſo univerſal, that what a Gentleman 
told Sir Ed---rd Sey in Hampſpire, near the 
time the Parliament roſe, that we were boug 
and ſold, was the Voice of the People every 
where: This Jealouſy muſt run very high, and 
there muſt ſure be very good grounds for it, 
when a very great Lord could ſay, in a very Au- 
guſt Aﬀembly, juſt two days after that Petition 
was deliver d, that {ome things that were done, 
ſhew'd that there was Fr ch Money in the Caſe. 
Anſw. Without doubt Sir Edward Seymour ve- 
turn'd a ſuitable Anſwer to the Hampſhire Gentle- 
man, and was not wanting in his vindication of that 
Houſe he had the Honour to be 4 Member of: and 
what a Great Lord ſaid 4 4 very Auguſt Aſſembly 
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But this was not all. 
* as Tobſerv'd before, that not only all the leading 
Mien of that Party, which bore {way in the 
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Ho:--ſe of Com---nr, but ſome leading Men in 


the Nation likewiſe, us d all poſſible endeavours 


to drive People from the thoughts of War. This 
; „and the bulk of the People 
thought the greateſt Service that. could be done 
to F. te, and that the certain conſequence of 
eee 
ro ntent Wi * igion, what Li ; 

Es Trade Fr ce — pleas d to allow 


us. This being their ſenſe of things, twas a 
fulficient Reaſon for them to do what they did. 


prov'd the Kentiſh Gentle- 


Anſw. He bas alre 
„ becanſe they could ſee no- 


t was not 


and yet be dwells upon the C ion of the clear - 


. "meſs of their Forecaſt, and brings in the Bulk of the 


eople, that is the whole to Juſtiſy what was done gt 

4 Goal delivery, and vindicate what neither t 
Bench of Juſtices could add a fanttion to by their ſub- 
ſeriptions, or the 3 their Impertinent Deputy: 
havior at the Bar of the Houſe 


Win lappy Nation fhpuld/ we be, if ochers 
t a happy Nation imauid. we Ir ot 
would imitate — in their Zeal, and virtuous 


Concern for the Publick! Now is the time for 
Engliſbmen to ſhew themſelves. Things are 


brought to the higheſt Criſis that ever was: {een 
in Europe. Fr. ce plainly deſigns the Uni verhi 


Monarchy: Tis War only that can determine, 


whether ſhe ſhall have it or no, If ſhe prevail, 
our Fate is manifeſt we muſt come under. the 
Dominion of French Popery and Tyranny. If 
lg miſcarry, the Miſery and Devaſtation wg 
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than, * may 88 able to ſur- 
mo unt. In this Caſe Egland will not only con- 
tinue in Poſſeſſion of her Religion and Liber- 


but become the teſt Nation in the 
WeRern World. © 6 Fate ſhall be, de- 
pends upon our | 


Anſ. What 4 ſenſeleſr Nation ſhould we be, ſhould 
other Countys imitate ther for, and take a Pattern 
wet ! What an 


State would the People of England labour under, 


- ſhould they take the [ame Reſolutions ro Aﬀront their 
Ae a fall out with thofe Patrio! 
have done as much fur thePreſervation of theſeRealms, 
A ever Parliament did or People could expett ! Our 


Patriots that 


Alliances are maintain d, Our Fleets are out at*Sea, 


Payment is taken care of for the. Publich Debrs, and 
Parliamentary engagements to the laſting Honour of 


* 


this 7775 are once more accounted ſacred; What 
could 


the done on the Payt of the Subject, or hop'd 
for to the Aſſiſtance of the Prince ? p 
Tis plain, that without a War we are undone, 


ſo we may with it, if thoſe who have thc Manage- 
ment of Publick Affairs, ſhould happen to be in 


the Intereſt of the abdicated Family, or common 


Enemy, or ſhould be under the old Prejudices a- 
gainſt the Durch, which were in the late Reigns. 


We know what ſuſpicions we have had, and 


what grounds there were for them; this makes 


it abſolutely neceſſary, that the Nation repre- 


ſent it ſelf anew. Twould be very ſurpriſing 


to ſee the preſent Par- nt fit again, when a 

at Party in it has given ſuch Umbrage to the 
Nation; when they were thought (as far as it 
was poſſible for them to venture, without plain- 
ly diſcovering themſelves, and becoming too 
notorious) to do all that Fr- ce could deſire to 
have done. If their Conduct throughout the 
Seſſion was ſuch as made it evident, that their 
Addreſs to the King, towards the latter end, 
| * Was 


ri W 


— ̃ —ͤ—ũ— I. 
63 


1 
| 
| 
: 
| 


2 no Mot ah 


110 gb 

wngoaly defign'd to vent their Difolurion 

_ their Elec 8 If they e 9 

Di twould be 8 6 0 8 Per- 

* ne be to ſee je Fa cbelen a- 

gain, if out be. difſoly's.. Tis 1745 that 
of Englasd if care 

Perſons, as, who love our preſent 


| Inilernen ye no manner of 
Bak to W 1 N 

t the Ruin of France, an 55 
245 $ being 1 


de a 8 and n 


12 Truadd Ne. h bg . 32 
ar to 
. 7 that 5 ne 


— þo that it is ue to-be doubred hut the pr 


that has been ſupported by em ſhould ach Advice 
the ſame Co l that 4 who me 
to meer em again in Parliament Winter,” and 


gr em ſuch inſtances of hisSat ufattion in bis $, perch 
at 2 ir laſt Prorogatian, will continue the 7 he 
bas of their g Services, and have a relyqnce on 
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N APPENDIX. 
4. A Liſt of ſuch Members of this 
preſent H— of Com, as 
_- refus'd the 1 Alociation 
8 ia 16 935. 
R F--es — . 1 En f 
Ld. pine” Sir E---d NM riß. 
i 7 — *. R—— . 
e Bonney 3 
HD. T 1 Fon K | 
F. G . „ ir J "TEIN 
Anth- He. H— ry H—— ms, {% , 5:0 ond 
Sir ZAS ===. a Sir T. L——ſon G--rt 5 
Zeri. Sir H---ry G. 
Th——s Str= =. J. or. 
Th. F Ber. m Br —ley. 4 
R —4 RA. 1] Frome Greed, 
Jon Hon ir Chor Ma | 
\ R— d- H e 17 R---xt B. 
\ Th--s 8 8 „ 
P—-r Sb). H---ry nil. 
Sir J u B lies. Sl S——ft. 
rt D en. R — B— ey. 
Sir R——rt 7 on. Sir J-—ry For— 5 
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